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 GOPSAL, LEICESTERSHIRE, 


UNDER WHOSE PATRONAGE, 


BY ACCESS TO WHOS?! LIBRARY, 


AND FROM WHOSE HINTS AND REMARKS, 


THE EDITOR HATH BEEN ENABLED TO ATTEMPT 


An EDITION or SHAKESPEARE, 


BY HIS MOST OBLIGED, 


AND OBEDIENT HUMBLE SERVANT, 
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T will appear to any one who will give bim- 
ſelf the trouble of examination, that no fair 
and exact collation of Shakeſpeare hath yet been 


preſented to the public. Great were the hopes 
that Mr, Capel's edition would have at length 
gratified their curioſity, in giving them with his 
text, the various readings of the old editions in 
one view, that every reader might be furniſhed 
with materials to judge, and that with eaſe and 
2 what might be Shakeſpeare 8, and what 
- - But fo far from ſuch a deſirable end being 
| —— by his edition, we are only farther led 
in the dark thereby ; ; and are held in truſt for 
notes, which might much better have been i in- 
ſerted with the text. But he was afraid his notes 
placed with the text ſhould ſpoil the beauty of 
the book. If they are good ones they would 
. N 1 not . 


viii PR E F A C E. 
not: for that man muſt be greatly miſtaken in 


his ideas of deauty, Who prefer the bandſame 
appearance of a page in black and white, to the 


quick and eaſy information of his readers i in mat- 
ters neceſſary to be known for their becoming 
proper judges of the ſenſe of the author, and the 
goodneſs of the edition. Would not Mr. Capel” $ 
readers have been much more obliged to him, 
if with the text he had given his notes, Which 
(ſuppoſing them valuable) would, 1 in ſuch a fitu- 
ation, have had additional value, in being eaſily 
perafed, without the trouble of turning over 
pages, and interrupting, for a longer time than 
was neceſſary, their way through the author; * 
for this will be the caſe when his notes do ap- 


[s ; #. * * 
? 

; 
Pear. 


His method in 'compiling the text was to 
print after what he thought the beſt edition of | 
each iplay, with ſuch alterations as he ſaw fit to 
make, givin g-natice what thoſe alterations were. 

8 And 


B R R F A C F. - * 


And he propoſes hereafter, 1 in his School of Vat 
fpeare, to give his reaſons for preferring the par- 
ticular edition he makes uſe of. Bat this is far 
from being the beſt method ; for it is evident 
chat one edition, though the beſt, may be in 
many places corrected by another, thou gh. a 
| worſe edition; and the ſeveral editions are a mu- 
tual help to each other; or why do editors col- 
late? And if they do collate, why do t they not 
-publiſh their collations, fo that their readers may 
bein poſſeſſion of them? No editor that T know 
985 of has a right to impoſe upon every body his 
- own favourite reading, or to give his own con- 
jectural interpolation, without producing the 
readings of the ſeveral editions: : the editor who 
does ſo, though he may be a good critic, will 
Not be looked upon as a fair dealer: for after 
all, the public will be the judge ; and will cen- 


fare every editor according AS he has abuſct or 
be i. N 


What 


* P R E F A C . 
What the public is here preſented with, is 
only one play of Shakeſpeare faithfully collated, | 
line by line, with the old as well as modern edi- 

tions; the different readings whereof are given 
| with notes at the bottom of the page. After the 
names of the perſons of the drama, directions are 

added for finding all the ſcenes where each cha- 
racter appears; every other page is marked with 


the number of the act and ſcene; and a ſketch 
of the play is given. Theſe laſt will, perhaps, 


0 be thought needleſs; but one may venture to 


affirm, that any perſon who reads Shakeſpeare 8 


5 with a critical intention, and i is deſirous of com- 


paring characters and ſcenes, will not. be offended ” 
that recourſe to paſſages may here, by theſe. 
1 means, be had with more eaſe than in any other 
edition. 


| This * is e publiſhed : as a a ſpecimen, which 
if approved of, the work will be purſued (health 
and -apportnalty permitting) through the whole 


of 


PRE FACE 11 


of Shakeſpeare 8 dramatic works. Tis no o doubt 
a ſlaviſh buſineſs to proceed through ſo many 
editions of ſo voluminous a writer, in the flow 
and exact manner this editor hath done in King | 
Lear, and propoſes to do in the reſt of Shake- 


| ſpeare's plays; and though it is a work that 
| ſeemed abſolutely neceſſary ; yet nothing but the 


| merit of the author, and the approbation of his 2 


admirers, could inſpire one with patience. to un- 
| dergo ſo laborious a taſk. 
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*K I N G L EAR, 


A TRAGEDY. 


EDITIONS COLLATED. 


ſy Quarts. M. William POR <1 13s True 
Chronicle Hiſtorie of the Life 
and Death of King Lear, and his three Daughters. 
With the unfortunate Life of Edgar, Sonne and 
Heire to the Earle of Glo fter, and his ſullen andaſ- 
jumed humor of Tom of Bedlam : as it was played: 
before the King's Majeſtic at Whitehall upon 8. Ste- 
phans night in Chriſtmas Hollidayes. By his Ma- 


jieſties ſervants playing uſually at the Gloabe on the 


| Baneke-fide. London, Printed for Nathaniel * 
3 utter, and are to be ſold at his ſhop in Pauls 


Church- yard at the gn of che Pide Bull near St. | 
hs Gate, 1608. 


2d Quarto. M. William ht, his true 
Chronicle Hiſtory, &c. (as 1 in the 1ſt) Printed for 


* P. <4 after call it The Life and Death of King Cs 
which is, to be ſure. neorer to the title of the qu's: but it is evi- 
dent this is not a proper title, as the play takes in but a ſmall 


part of Lear's life. The fo's call it, The Tony of King Lear. 
And . King Lear, a Trage dy, 


F. calls him Butler. 


Nathaniel 
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Nathaniel Butter, (without any direction to che 
place of ſale) 1608. 


| [Theſe two Quart? 8, though of the ſame date, 
appear to be different editions, not only as the one 


has not the place of fale ſet down in the title page, 
which is ſet down in the other ; but as they have 


different readings; and the pages do not tally 


1 


In the courly of 3 this play, 4; have had 


1 * to think that the quarto which I have 
marked the iſt, is the older edition of the two. 
And it may be obſerved, that the folio s read more 
after the 1ſt than the 24, ] 


The four folio's ; : and the modern edi tions of 


Rowe, Pope, Theobald, Hanmer, „Warburton, and 
Johnſon, to which references are made by the ini- 
: tial letters of the editors names. 


D R A- 


DRAMATIS PERS ” 1 


& : 
4-4 2 %.f 


| Appar * I. Sc. 4 7 ri, iT 7 (TX | 


| | 8 | J 3 4 5 3 Act II. Sc. oF 10 11%2. A* 1. 
LEAR, King of Britain, SC. 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 9. Act IV. Se. 5% 


10. Act V. Sc. + gu 10. re 
| King of France, | AL $a RG op 
Dake of Burgundy, 5 4 1. Sc. 3. F 
| Act J. Sc. 2, 3. Act II. Se 4, 6, IH, 13, 
Duke of Cornuall, 8 EP 13. Act III. Sc. 9, 10. "Ron = * 

„„ Act I. ge. A, 3 15, 16. Act Iv. Sc. . 
; Duke of Albany, SES 2 by Act V. Se. I; * a; 77 8, 9, 10. Arn 


V e Ati, Se. x; 1, 3,7. Act II. Sc. 3 4. 
be 77 10, $1, 12; 13. Aa 1. Se. 4 y, 8. 
Earl of Gloſter, 3 i. AR IV. Se. 1, 6, 7,8, 9. Ad V. 

| W Sc 4. 


1A I. Sc. 1, 2; 12 130 14, Is, 17. Act 
II. Sc. 7725 7, 9, 10, 11, 12. Act III. 


Sc. 1, 3, $7 6%, 9. Act IV. Sc. 3, 10. 
Act V. Sc. 95 10. 


PACI Sc. 9. Act II. Sc. 2, 8. Act III. 
Edgar, Son to Ch er, SC. 6, 7, 9. AQ IV. Sc. 1, 6, 7. 8, 9. 
: wm : Act To SC. 25 4, 75 8, . | 


Earl of Kent, 


„ ww * ww 7 


AQ l. Sc. 1. „2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. Act II. 
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A Herald, 54 A Y. Se. 6: 7 4 ? | 
Old Man, Test to ä 
Glo lſter, | as IV, 1. 
Servant to Cornwall. 


iſt 7. 3 
2d J Servants to Glo ter. 


Ad 1. Sc. 2, 3, 4, 7 ft; 14, 15, 16. AQ 
II. Sc. 12, 13. A III. Se, 10. 4 
IV. Sc, 2. A Vs Sc. T7 6, 7. | 


Daughters to Act 1. Sc, 2, 354. Ac II. $6. 41 C, Ar. 


V Gonerill, 


| open, 


2 132, * Act III. Sc. "hs 11. Af IV. 
Cordelia, 445 os, 3, 4, 8. Aa Iv. Sc. 4, 10. 


Act v. Sc. 4, 5. 
Enights attending on the N, Qikcers, Meengers _ | 
diers, an and Attendants. 
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A SKETCH 


e 


; _ 0 T 1. 
Sc. I. 


HE king's palace. Enter Kent, Gloſter, and 
Edm. Talk of the diviſion of the kingdom 


between Lear's daughters. Glo. recommends his 
baſtard ſon Edm. to Kent. 


Se, I. To them enter Lear, Cornwall, Alb. Gon. Reg. cor. 
and attendants. Lear calls for the map of the 
kingdom, which, he ſays, he (intending to leave 
the cares of government) has divided into three 
parts between his daughters. But, deſigning to 

make a trial which of them loved him beſt by their 
expreſſions of affection, he calls upon each of them 
to declare the meaſure of their love. After Con. 
and Reg. have flattered him with extravagant decla- 
rations of the moſt unbounded love; Cor. from the 
ſincerity of her heart tells him ſhe can love him no 
more than in duty bound. Upon which Lear diſ- 
claims her as his child, and divides the kingdom 
between Cornwa# and Albany, the huſbands of Go 
ue and Regan, renouncing all but the name of 
king and an hundred Koights to attend him. Rent 
b - endeavours | 


EE arts ante, . ²ũĩ ' r 
* * 26. 


LY 2 . 
r | 
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endeavours to diſſuade Lear from his partiality to 
his two eldeſt danghters, and that Cor. bears not 
lefs love to him, though ſhe has leſs of flattery : he 
continues to interpoſe till Lear, enraged, n 
him the kingdom. Exit Kent. 


Sc. III. Enter Glo. with France, and Burgundy, and attend- 


ants. Lear offers Cor. to Burgundy for his wife, 
but without a dower : ſhe is refuſed by Burgundy, 
but accepted by France. Exeunt Lear and Bur- 
a 33 "Ow | 


Sc. IV. Cor, takes leave of her c ſters, and Exit with France. 


Sc. V. Gon. and Reg. reflect on Lear's raſhneſs and choler as 
the infirmities of age, and propoſe conſulting toge- 
ther how they ſhall deal with him. Exeunt. 


Sc. Vi. A caſtle belonging to the ear] of Glo er. Enter Baſ- 


tard with a letter. He diſcovers (by a foliloquy) 
his deſign of ſupplanting his brother Edg. 


Sc. VII. To bim enter Glo, Edm. ſeems | earneſt ro put up 


the letter he has! in his hand; which Gb. requires 
him to deliver: it appears to be a letter of conſpi- 
racy againſt Glo. ſigned with the name of Edg. and 
which Edm. pretends was thrown in at his window. 
This contrivance of Edm. has the deſigned effect of 
alienating Gl; er J affections from Edg. 


Se. VIII. Manet Edm. Soliloquy. 
Sc. IX. To him enter Eds.  Edm. tells him TY father is 


greatly diſpleaſed with him; ; adviſes him to keep 


out of his way, and to go armed. Exit Edm. 
Sc. X. Manet Edm. Soliloquy. 


Sc. XI. The duke of Albany's palace, Enter Gon. and ſtew- 
ard. After finding fault with ſome of Lear's beha- 
viour, 


ur, 


Sc. XII. 


Sc. XIII. 


Sc. XIV. 


Horns within. 
ants. Kent (being diſguiſed, and unknown to 


Lear) offers himſelf to him as a ſervant, and is ac- | 
cepted. Lear finds that he is treated with negle&t 
by Gonerill's ſervants. Enter ſteward, whom Lear 
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viour, Gon. directs that he and his knights may be 
uſed with leſs reſpect. Exeunt. 

An open place before the palace. Enter Kent diſ- 
guiſed. Soliloquy, that, although baniſhed, he 
ſtill loves Lear, and is deſirous of ſerving him. 
Enter Lear, knights, and attend- 


ſtrikes, and Kent trips up his heels and turns him 
out; 1 

To them enter Fool. The fool's ſreurd farcaſms 
on Lear 5 dependency on his daughters. 1 

To them enter Con. who complains to Lear of ill⸗ 
behaviour in his attendants, and propoſes that in- 


ſtead of an hundred knights he ſhould keep but 


- fifty. Lear denies the charge, is aſtoniſhed at his 
8 danghter 8 behaviour, and falls into a violent paſ- 


Sc. XV. To them enter Ab. who endeavours to pacify Lear, 


sc. XVI. 


and aſſures him that he is ignorant of the cauſe of 
his anger. Lear determines to go to his daughter 
Regan, and exit with knights and attendants. 

Alb. diſapproves Generill's treatment of Lear, but 
ſhe determines to perſiſt in it, and writes to her 


ſiſter to purſue the ſame plan. Exeunt. 


Sc. XVII. A court yard belonging to the duke of Maus 8 


palace. Enter Lear, Kent, Gentleman, and Fool. 


Lear writes to Reg. and Glo, Lear's uneaſy reflec- 


tions mixed with the Fool's droll ſarcaſms. Enter a 
Gent. who ſays the horſes are ready. Exeunt. 
b 2 ACT 
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. 


Sc. I. A caſtle belonging to the Earl of Glo. Enter Edm. 
and Curan ſeverally. Curan informs Edm. that the 
Duke of Cornwall is coming to the caſtle, and Exit. 

Sc. II. Enter Edg. Edm. adviſes Edg. to fly; but on hear- 
ing Cle. coming, contrives a ſcuffle, Exit Edg. 
E dm. wounds himſelf. = — 
| 8c. It. And by Gh. (entering) is believed to be wounded by 


Edg. Glo. gives orders that "yy may be purſued ; 
and vows his death, 


se. IV. To them enter Cornwall, Regan, and attendants. It 

is concluded between them all that Edg. had ſought 

his father's life. Edg. is deemed a murtherer and a 

traytor, and as ſuch condemned; and Edm. is re- 

ceived into favour and confidence. Exeunt. 
Sc. v. Enter Kent and Steward ſeverally. They quarrel to- 
gether. Kent draws his ſword, and afterwards | 
beats the Steward, who calls out murther ! q 

Sc. VI. To them enter Edm. Corn. Reg. Glo. and ſervants. 
Corn. and Reg. order Kent to be put in the ſtocks. 
Sc. VII. Manent Glo, and Aent. Clo. is ſorry for Kent's 
_ uſage, and ſays the duke is to blame. Exit Glo. 

Kent opens a letter which he has received from 

Cordelia. Sleeps. 3 

Sc. VIII. A heath. Enter Edg. Hariag heard himſelf pro- 

claimed a traytor, to avoid being diſcovered and 

taken he determines to put on the garb of a Tom 

© Bedlam, and feigns himſelf mad. Exit. 

Sc. IX. Clo'ſter's caſtle. Enter Lear, F ool, and Gentleman. 
They find Kent in the ſtocks. Lear after expreſſ- 

ing his ſurprize, exit to find Reg. Tm 

— 5 . 
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Sc. X. Re-enter Lear with Glo. It appears that Reg. and the 


Duke of Cornwall had refuſed to ſee Lear, who 


again ſends C5. to inſiſt on their waiting on him. 
Exit Clos. 


Sc. XI. Enter Cornwall, Regan, Gle. and Sünde A is 


ſet at liberty, Lear complains to Reg. of her ſiſter 
Gonerill's behaviour to him. Reg. vindicates her. 
Enter Steward. 


Sc. XII. Enter Gon, Reg. would perſuade bear to return to 


Gon, and diſmiſs half his attendants. He refuſes ; 


ever to return to her, and determines to ſtay with 
Reg. but ſhe inſiſting on his bringing but five and _ 
twenty, he reſolves to return to Gon. They by 


wy degrees lower his number till at laſt they will re- 


ceive only his ſingle ſelf. After reſenting his 
daughters“ unnatural debaviour, exit Lear, with 
Elo. Kent, and Fool. 


Storm and tempeſt. Con. and Reg. Stem them- 


ſelves in receiving none of Lear's followers. Enter 
Ch, who acquaints them that Lear is gone away in 
a great rage, and urges the ſtorm, approaching 
night, and the unſheltering bareneſs of the country, 
as reaſons for recalling him, but to no purpoſe: 

Con. Reg. and Cornwall agree to leave him to his 


fate. Excunt. 


& 8:T- ms 


Sc. I. A heath. A ſtorm is heard with thunder and light: 


ning. Enter Kent and a Gentleman ſeverally. 
Lear's rage and mad deportment related. Kent 
ſends a meſſage to Cer. at Dover by the Gent. in- 

EEE forming 


—— itn m—— 5 
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forming her of a diviſion between Albany and Corn- 
wall, and of Lear's diſtreſſed ſituation. Exeunt 
ſeverally. 


Sc. IL. Storm continues. Enter Lear and Fool. Lear's wild 


exclamations, and the Fool's jeſts. 


$. III. To them enter Kent. Kent perſuades . to ſhel- 


ter himſelf from the ſtorm in a hovel hard by, 
While he (Ke) returns to the caſtle to force ad- 
miſſion for Lear. The Fool's droll prophecy. 

Sc. IV, An apartment in Glo/fler's caſtle. Enter Ch. and 
Edm. Glo. expreſſes his diſlike of Lear's treatment, 
and determines to ſide with him and relieve him, 
Exit. Edm. (alone) determines to inform the duke 
of his father's deſign, by which he ſhall effect his 

own riſe at the price of his father” s ruin, Exit. 

Sc. V. Part of the heath, with a hovel. Enter Lear, Keut 

and Fool. ent begs Lear to enter the hovel for 
ſhelter. Line diſregards the ſtorm, and vents re- 


proaches againſt his unnatural daughters. 


Se. vi. From the hovel enter Edg. diſguiſed as a madman. 


Wild talk of Lear and Bag. 


Sc. VII, Enter Glo. with a torch. Ch. begs Lear to remove 


to a houſe he has provided for him. Lear refuſes 
to leave Edo. Edg. goes with them. 


Sc. VIII. Glo Aer“ s caſtle, Enter Cornwall and Edm. It ap- 


pears that Edm, hath revealed his father's intention 
of relieving Lear. 3 
Sc. IX. A chamber in a farm- houſe. Enter Kent and Gl, 
Gl. promiſes his farther aſſiſtance, and exit. En- 
ter Lear, Edg. and Fool, Lear's real and Edgars 
counterfeit madneſs. Re-enter Glo. with news of a 
plot on Lear's liſe, and that a litter js provided for 


him 


\ 
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him to convey him with all ſpeed to Dover, that hg 

may eſcape the aſſaſſination, Exeunt. 
Sc. X. Clofler's caſtle. Enter Corn. Reg. Gon, Edm. and 
ſervants. Corn. ſends to arreſt Glo, Enter Steward 

with news that Lear, by the aſſiſtance of Glo. is car- 

lied to Dover, Exeunt Gon. and Edm, 
Sc. XI. Enter Glo. priſoner, and ſervants. They bind Ch. 
and after inſults, his eyes are trodden out by Corn- 
wall. la a ſcuffle between a ſervant (who {tands 

uß for Glo.) and Cornwall, the latter is mortally 
wounded, and the former killed by Regan on the 

ſpot. Glo. perceives that his ſon Edg. is abuſed, 

and that Edm. is the villain, Elo. is turned out of 

doors. „„ 5 


A . 


Se. 1 An open country. Enter Edg. 00805. Enter Glo. 
led by an old man, who offers to be his conductor, 
but is refuſed. Edg. is accepted of as | Glo er 1 
e to Dover. Exeunt. 

Se. II. The Duke of Ylbany's palace. Enter Gon. Edm. ad 
Steward. A love-intrigue opens between Gon. and 
Edm. Gon. gives Edm. a ring; and names the 
Steward as a truſty meſſenger between them. Exit 
Edm. and Steward. Enter Albany, He repre- 
hends Gon. for her cruel behaviour to Lear, but is 
derided for his humanity. Enter meſſenger with 
news of the Duke of Cornwall”s death, and Glo ſter's 

| loſs of his eyes. Albany determines to revenge 

Ole er. "OY FE 
Sc. III. 
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Sy III. Dover. Enter Kent, and a Gentleman, who informs 
Kent that he had delivered his letters to Cordelia, 
and relates how ſhe was moved therewith. It ap- 
pears from this ſcene that Lear is in Dover, but re- 
fuſes to ſee his daughter Cordelia, out of ſhame for 
his unkind behaviour to her. Exeunt. 

Sc, IV. A camp. Enter Gor, Phyſician, and ſoldiers. Cor. 

enjoins the Phyſician to uſe his utmoſt {kill for the 

recovery of Lear from his madneſs, Enter a meſ- 


ſenger with news that the Britiſh powers are march- 
ing againſt Cordelia's 


Sc, V. Regan 8 palace. Enter Reg. and Steward. It ap- 

pears that Reg. is in love with Edm. and deſires to 

read the contents of a letter which Con. (of whom 

ſhe is jealous) has ſent by the Steward to Edm. but 

is refufed. She gives the Steward one from her- 

ſelf to deliver to Edm. She promiſes him a reward 

if finding Cle. he ſhould kill him, 

Sc. vl. The country near Dover. Enter Glo. and Edg. as 

a a peaſant, who pretends to be leading him up to 

the top of Dover cliff. When Clo. is made to be- 

| Heve he is arrived, he throws himſelf down as 

with a deſign to put an end to his life, but with- 

out hurt. Edg. here feigns himſelf to be another 

perſon at the bottom of the cliff, and having aſſured 

Glo. that he had fallen from the top to the bottom, 

ſeems to wonder, with Glo. that he was not dead. 

Sc. VII. To them enter Lear madly dreſt with flowers. 

Talk agreeable to the character and misfortunes of 
theſe three perſons. 

Sc. VIII. To them enter a gentleman with attendants, who 

ſeize on Lear, in order to carry him to Cor. News 


that 
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that the enemy 1s near. Exeunt Lear, gentleman, : 

and attendants. Manet Gb. and Edg. 

Se. IX. To them enter Steward, who aſſaulting Glo. with a 
deſign to kill him, is himſelf killed by Edg. Edg. 


finds a letter in the Steward's pocket from Gon. to 


Edm. encouraging him to aſſaſſinate her huſband. 
Edg-. leads off Glo. to a place of ſafety. 


sc. X. A chamber. Enter Cor. Kent, and Phyſician. Gor. 
expreſſes her gratitude to Kent for his ſervices to 
Lear. Kent deſires he may ſtill remain unknown, 
in his diſguiſe, to all but her. Enter Lear aſleep 
in a chair carried by ſervants. He wakes, and an 
affecting interview between Lear and Cordelia fol- 
lows, in which Lear's madneſs appears to be * 
proaching towards | a cure. Exeunt. 


C 

Sc. I. A camp. Enter Edm. Reg. and their powers. 1 
diſcovers to Edm. her jealouſy of him with Gon. 

To them enter Albany, Gon. and ſoldiers, Alb. 

ſays he hears Lear is come to his daughter Cordelia. 5 

Talk of the war, 8 

8e. II. As they are going out, enter Eds. Aiſguiled, who, 
deſiring private ſpeech with Alb. delivers him the 

letter he had found on the Steward, and deſircs 

him to open it before the battle; and, if Alb. won 

the battle, that a trumpet might be ſounded for 

him (Edg.) who wculli then produce a champion 

to prove what was avouched in the letter. Enter 

Edm. who gives Abb. a liſt of the ſuppoſed number 

of the oppolite forces. Exeunt. 
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Sc. III. Manet Edm. Soliloquy. He determines, after the 
battle is over, if Lear and Cordelia ſhould be taken 
' priſoners, to fruſtrate any inteaded pardon granted 

to them from Alb. and to take them off. 


Sc. IV. A field. Alarm within. Euter with drum and co- 


Jours, Lear, Cor. and ſoldiers over the ſtage, and 
Exeunt. Enter Eag. and Glo. Edg. ſeats Glo. 
under a buſh, and leaves him till the battle is over, 
Alarm and retreat within. Re-enter Edg. who in- 
forms Glo. that Lear hath loſt the battle, and that 
he and his daughter Cor. are taken priſoners. 
Exeunt. 


Sc. V. Enter in conqueſt with drum and exlotes, Edmund : 


Lear and Cor. priſoners. Soldiers, Captain. Edm. 
orders Lear and Cor. to priſon. Exeunt Lear and 
Cor. guarded. Edm. gives written inſtructions to 
the Captain, and promiſes him preferment if he 
obeys them. Exit Captain. 


8c. VI. To Edm. enter Alb. Gon. Reg. and ſoldiers. Un 


Edmund 's aſſuming behaviour, Alb. tells him he 
holds him not as a brother, but a ſubject, ia the 
war. Reg. aſſerts that ſhe has inveſted him with 
ſovereign honour by deſigning him for her huſ- 
band; and now gives herſelf and all ſhe has to him. 
Alb. arreſts Edm. on capital treaſon, orders the 
2 to ſound for the champion who is to prove 

Exit Reg. ſick, being poiſoned by Cen. Enter 
8 at the call of Edm. 
Sc. VII. A trumpet ſounds. Edg. appears. He and Ea. 
engage. Edm. falls Alb. ſhews Con. the letter of 
hers Which Edg. had We him. Exit Gon. de- 
ſperate. 
Sc. VIII. 
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sc. VIII. Edm. coe his treaſons. Edg. diſcovers himſelf, 

and relates the ſhare he hath had, in the action of 

the play. Edm. relents. 

Sc. IX. Enter a Gentleman with a bloody knife, which he 

brings reeking from the heart of Gon. who had 

killed herſelf, and confeſſed that ſhe had poiſoned 

her ſiſter Reg. Enter Kent, diſcovering himſelf, 

and enquiring for the King; which Pen Alb. on 

_ queſtioning Edm. about him and Cor. The bodies 

of Gon. and Reg. are brought in. Edm. finding 

7 himſelf near death, deſires that meſſengers may be 

quickly ſent to the priſon to ſave the lives of Lear 

and Cor. for whoſe murder he and Con. had * 
orders. Edm. is borne on 

sc. X. Enter Lear with Cor. dead in his arms. | Afterwards | 

a meſſenger with the news of Edmund” s death. 


Lear dies of grief for the loſs of Cordelia. Exeunt + 
with a dead march. 3 


ERRATUM 


P. 133, note, for and R. and J. read R.'s 8vo. 
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The King 5 Paier. 


Enter , Gloſter, and Edmund the _—_ 


Kent, | 

'THO U GH T the king had more affected the duke of 

Albany than Cornwall. 
Sb. It did always ſeem d ſo to us, but now in the diviſion 
of the © kingdom it appears not which of the dukes he values 
moſt ; for d equalities are ſo weighed, that curioſity in nei - 
ther can make choice of either's moiety. 
Kent, Is not this your ſon, my lord? 
_ Gb, His breeding, fir, hath been at my charge. 1 have 5 
| often bluſh'd to acknowledge him, that now I am braz d to't. 

Kent. 1 cannot conceive you. 

Elo. Sir, this young fellow's mother could, whereupon ſhe 

grew round-wombed ; and had indeed, fir, a ſon for her 


2 The ſcene is not deſcribed in the qu's or fo's, 
b The three laſt fo's emit ſo. 

© The qu's read kingdoms. 

4 $0 the qu's ; all the reſt, qualities. 


. A : cradle, 
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cradle, ere ſhe had a huſband for her bed. Do you ſmell a 
fault? 
Kent. I cannot wiſh the fault ** the iſſue of it being 
ſo proper. 
Ch. But I have, fir, a fon by oder of law, ſome * year 
elder than this is, who yet is no dearer in my account. 
Though this knave came © ſomewhat ſaucily ® into the world 
before ke was ſent for, yet was his mother fair: there was 
good ſport : at his making, and the whoreſon muſt be acknow- 
ledged. Do you know this i noble gentleman, Edmund? 

Edm. No, my lord. 

Glo. My lord of Kent. —Remember him hereafter as my 
honourable friend, 

Edm. My ſervices to your lordſhip. 

Kent. J muſt love you, and ſue to know you better. 

Edm. Sir, I ſhall * ſtudy deſerving. 

Glo. He hath been out nine years, and away he ſhall again. 
——The king is coming. 5 Ti nn. found within. 
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80 hs qu' 3 all the reſt EY But I have a fon, r ir, by, * 
t The Oxford editor, not underſtanding the common phraſe, alters year to 
years, He did not conſider the baſtard ſays, 
For that Tam ſome twelve or fourteen moon -ſhines 0 
Lag of a brother.. WW. 
E The qu's read ſomething. 
h 80 the qu's; the reſt read to for into. 
i $0 the qu's, and 1 f. the reſt read nobleman, Edriuad: * 
* P. is the firſt who reads ſtudy your deſerving ; allowed by the after- 


_ editors ; but the word your here interpolated is certainly ſuperfluous. 
IT his direction is put in by T7. 


SCENE 


Tet tk SCENE H 17 


% e n N * 1 
Enter King Lear, Cornwall, Albany, Gonerill, Argh - 
Cordelia, and attendants, 


Lear. Attend b my lords of France and Burgundy, l Clofter, 
| Glo. I ſhall, my liege. [ Exit, 
Lear. Mean time we d will expreſs our darker © purpoſes 3 5 
f Give me the map there. Know, we have divided 

In three our kingdom; and 'tis our h falt! intent 

To ſhake all cares and buſineſs from our age, 


2 The qu's read Sound a ſennet, enter one zearing a coronet, then Lear, then 


the dukes of Albany and Cornwall, next Gonorill, Regan, aan with fol- 
lowers, 


b So the qu- sB; the reſt read the for * 
e P. and H. omit Gloſter. 
d So the qu's; the reſt, ſhall for will, 
© So the qu's; the reſt Pur paſe. 
f The qu's omit Give me. 
5 So the qu's, and 1ſt and ad fo's; the reſt read here. 
h The qu's read firſt; P. leaves i it quite out; . ſys, this (viz, the 
| word faſt) is an interpolation of T. for want of knowing the meaning of the old 
reading in the g. 1608, and 1 F. 1623, viz, firſt ; (but here 77. falſely accuſes 
T. of interpolation, for all the fo's and R. read faſt which is as Shakeſpear 
wrote it (a thing impoſſible to be known) who makes Lear declare his purpaſe 
with a dignity becoming bis charatter: that the firſt reaſon of bis abdication was | 
the love of his people, that they might be protected by ſuch as were better able to 
diſcharge the truſt ; and his natural affection for his daughters only the ſecond. W. 
But it ſeems more likely that Shakeſpear wrote faſt, i. e. firm and unal- 
terable, becauſe it makes better ſenſe in this place, He is ſo far from giving 
the love of his people as the firſt reaſon of his abdication, that he does not ſo 
much as hint at that, but his own eaſe is the reaſon he gives, as the word 
unburden'd demonſtrates ; and he gives no ſecond reaſon at all. 
From our age, The qu's read of our ſtate. 
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And you, our no leſs loving ſon of Albany, 


Great rivals in our n youngeſt daughter's love, II. 
Long in our court have made their amorous ſojourn, 
And here are to be anſwer'd. Tell o me, ? my daughters, 


N 
* . 


ar oy 
» 


ma 


Which of you, ſhall we ſay, doth love us moſt ? 2 


Our eldeſt born, ſpeak firſt. 


5 Beyond what can be valued rich or rare; 
No leſs than like, with grace, health, . honour; 


3 Conferring them on younger * ſtrengths, while we 8 © 
Unburden'd crawl tow'rd death. Our fon of Cornwall, 


IWe have this hour a conſtant will to publiſh 
Our daughters ſeveral dow'rs, that future fir ife 
May be prevented now. The princes, France, and Burgundy, 


(A Since now we will divelt us bath of rule, 
Intereſt of territory, cares of ſtate) 


That we our largeſt bounty may extend . 
r Where nature doth with merit challenge.  Gonerlll, - 


Gon. * Sir, I *do love you more than; words c can * widd 
the matter, 


Dearer than eye · ſight, ſpace, aud liberty ; ; 


i Thequ's read confirming. 
k The qu's read years for ſtrengths. 
1 What is in italic is omitted in the qu' 8. 
m The qu's read The two great princes, &c. T he Fl and ah fo 8 read 
prince for princes, _ 
n So the qu's; all the reſt younger. 
o The 3d and 4th fo's omit me. | 
5 P. omits my, followed by the after-editors. 
4 Theſe two lines are omitted in the qu's. 

r Thequ's read, Where merit doth moſt challenge it, Gonerill, Sc. 
This line is omitted by P. and all after but 7. in the room of which 
they put I love yor, ſir. 

© The fo's, R. and F, omit do. 

u The fo's, and R. read word. 
The 2d q. reads weild, 


RET L LJSCHRMi WM - - 7 
As much w as child &er lov'd, or father * found; 
A love that makes breath poor, and ſpeech unable, 
y Beyond all manner of ſo much I love you. 
Cor. What ſhall Cordelia * do? love and be ſilent. n Af 4 
Lear. Of all theſe bounds, even from this line to this, 
With 3 ſhadowy foreſts, b and with e champains rich'd, 
With plenteous rivers, and wide · ſcirted meads, 
We make thee lady. To thine and Albany's iſſue 
Be this perpetual ——W hat ſays our ſecond daughter ? F.. 
Our deareſt Regan, ite © to Cornwall, * ſpeak. 
Reg. f Sir, I am made of the ſelf- ſame metal that my ſiſter is is; 
And prize me at her wor th*. In my true heart 
I find, ſhe names my very deed of love; 
b Only ſhe comes too ſhort ; that 1 profeſs 
Myſelf an enemy to all other joys, 
Which the moſt precious i ſquare of ſenſe k poſſes, 


And 


* The qu' 8 read a for as; and 
x Friend for ,, . 
Y Beyond, &c. i. e. Beyond all imaginable extent of whatever I have yet 
_ expreſſed, Heath. 
Z The fo's and R. read ſpeak for do. 
© The qu's read hi | 
b The words in italic omitted in the qu's. 
do the ſt f. the 2d and all after champions. 
d So the qu's; the reſt of for to, 
© The fo's and R. omit;ſpcak, 
So the qu's; the reſt read, 1 am wa of that elf mettle as my 


f er, and prize, &c. 
8 There is no ſtop in the qu's after worth ; but in the fo's a period, which 


ſeems to give the better ſenſe. Upon examining her own ſincere heart, ſhe 
finds her love equal to her ſiſters, nay greater. 

h The qu's read, Only he came ſnort, &c. 

i By the ſquare of ſenſe, we are here to underſtand the four nobler ſenſes, 
3m: the ſight, — taſte, and ſmell: for a young lady could not, with 
A 3 : deeency, 


” 


And yet not fo, ſince J am ſure, my love's 
More pond'rous than m my tongue. 
Lear. To thee and thine, hereditary ever, 


. 

Fi 
Wl 3 And find I am alone felicitate 
Ih il In your dear highneſs' love. e 
1 Cor. Then poor Cordelia! LAſido. 


Remain this ample third of our fair kingdom; 
No leſs in ſpace, validity, and 3 0 
Than that n conferr'd on Gonerill. Nc our r joy, 
Althoug gh our laſt, v not leaſt; to whole young love, 
The vines of France, and milk of Burgundy 
Strive to be 9 intereſs' d. What can you ſay tos win 
A third, more opulent than your ſiſters ? t Speak. 
Cor. Nothing, my lord. 5 
u Lear. Nothing! 
u Cor. Nothing. g 
decency, inſinuate ſhe knew of any pleaſures wick the fifth afforded. ＋ his 
is imagined and expreſſed with great propriety and delicacy. 7. 
Eut by ſquaze of ſenſe, Shakeſpear ſeems rather to underſtand the hs 
compaſs or eztent cf ſenſe, without regard to any particular number, as /. 
ſuppoſes. Beſides, by an excluſion of the fifth from the number of the ſenſes 
he makes the lady inſinuate the idea of that very pleaſure which he repreſents n 
155 her as affecting to ſeem totally ignorant of. 
Fl „ H. reads ſpirit far ſquare. 
5 „ * The fo's and R. read profe 76, 
"al | | The qu's read, More cher. = 
5 | u . ſays we ſhould read their tongue. Sce Heath in loc. 


0 d n The qu's read confirm'd. 

bl. o Before now the qu's read but, 

Wis p The qu's read, not left in our dear tove, what can you ſay, &. 
Fi 4. J The fo's, R. and P. read iutereſt. 

. FF and all alter him read, hat ſay you, &c. 

* $o the qu 's; all the reſt read drew for. win, 

T The qu's omit ſpeak. 

Theſe tu ſpeeches are nat in the qu's, 


Lear. 


&C:T 1; $ECLENE BH. - 7 

Lear. * Nothing * can come of nothing; ſpeak again. 

cor. Unhappy that I am, I cannot heave 
My heart into my mouth. I love your majeſty 
According to my bond, 7 nor more nor leſs. of 

Lear. How, how, Cordelia? mend your ſpeech a — 
| Leſt a it may mar your fortunes. 
cor. Good my lord, 
vou have begot me, bred me, lov'd me: „ e Wl 

Return thoſe duties back, as are right fit; e W Tl 
Obey you, love you, and moſt honour you. 
Why have my ſiſters huſbands, if they ſay, 
They love you, all? * haply when I ſhall wed, = 
That lord, whoſe hand muſt take my plight, all carry = 
Half my love with him, half my care and duty. 
Sure, I ſhall never © marry like my ſiſters, 
« To love my father, all. 
Lear. © But goes thy heart with this? 
Cur. Ay, my good lord. 
Lear. So young, and "oh untender ? 3 

Cor. So young, my lord, and true. 


Lear. f Well, let it beſo; 8 thy truth then be thy dower: = 
For by the ſacred radiance of the ſun, „„ V 


* The qu's read How? Nothing can come, &c. 
$0 the qu's, T. V. and J. the reſt will, 
So the gy s; Steevens, not; the reſt no. 

The qu's read Go to, go to, mend, &c. 

So the qu's; the reſt read you for it. 

The fo's and R. read bappity. 

R's oft. merry. - 
The fo's and R. omit theſe words in italic. 
The qu's read, But goes this with thy heart? 
All but the qu's omit Vell. 

The 36 and 4th fo's and R. read the for thy. 


SF The 


> a „ ** N 4 M 


8 = 7: NG LE ARX. 
The h myſteries of Hecate, and the i night, 
By all the k operations of the _ 
From whom we do exiſt, and ceaſe to be, 
Here I diſclaim all my paternal care, 
Propinquity and property of blood, 
And as a ſtranger to my heart and me 
Hold thee, from this, for ever. The barbarous Scythian, 
Or he that makes his generation, meſſes 
To gorge his appetite, ſhall ! to my boſom 
Be as well-neighbour'd, pitied, and reliev'd, 
As thou, my ſometime daughter, 
Kent. Good my liege- 
Lear, Peace, Rent 
Come not between the dragon and his wrath. 
1 lov'd her moſt, and thought to ſet my reſt 
On her kind nurſery. Hence, m and avoid my fi ight! a To Cor. 
| So be my grave my peace, as here give 
Her father's heart from her. Call France—who ſtirs? ? 


Call 


n The qu s read ne the iſt . miſeries, 
i The qu's read might. 

x The qu's and 1ſt f. operation. 
1 The qu's omit to my boſom. ; 


m So all before p. who, with the after · editors, omits and. 
n All the modern editions direct the words, Hence, and 3 my fer, 
| to be ſpoken to Cordelia; but they are undoubtedly addreſſed to Kent. For 
in the next words Leer ſends for France and Burgundy, in order to tender 
them his youngeſt daughter, if either of them would accept her without a 
dowry. At ſuch a time thereſore to drive her out of his preſence would be a 
_ contradiction to his declared intention. Heath. 

And for that very reaſon I think, with ſubmiſſion, the words are ſpoken 
to Cordelia, and not to Kent, It is plain, Cordelia had raiſed his fury to the 
bigheſt pitch; Kent was not yet ſo far advanced; he had but juſt begun to 
ſpeak, and that in the moſt reſpectful terms, Good my hege.—Lear, with all 
his rage, ſtill retai incd ſo much love and reſpect for him, and ſo much hope 
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AT T 1. SCENE II. 9 


Call Burgundy. ——Cormuall and Albany, 
With my two daughters“ o dowers digeſt v this third. 

Let pride, which ſhe calls plainneſs, marry her. 
J do inveſt you jointly 4 with my power, 

Pre- eminen:e, and all the large effects 25 
That troop with majeſty. Ourſelf by monthly courſe, 
With reſervation of an hundred knights, 55 
By you to be ſuſtain'd, ſhall our abode 
Make with you by due turns; only r we ſtill retain 


of diverting him from the attempt, he ſaw he was 3 to diſſuade him 


from his reſolution of diſinheriting Cordelia, that he warns him of the dan- 


ger of continuing it Come not between the dragon and his wrath; and even 
after proceeding in it, when Kent interrupted him a ſecond time, and re- 
| ſamed his addreſſes, Lear alſo continued his warning—The bow is bent and 

drawn, make from the ſhaft. Kent, ſeeing that reſpectful behaviour had no 
effect, has recourſe to rougher language: even after that, Lear thinks to 
; make him ceaſe by a ſevere and paſſionate prohibition—Kent, on thy life no | 


more. Kent ſtill perſiſts, and urges his own inflexible loyalty as a reaſon for 


his bein g heard: Lear then firſt bids him out of my fight; Kent further in- 


treats, Lear ſwears, Kent returns the oath, and at laſt urges his reproaches 
with ſych vehemence, that Lear, deſpairing of ſilencing him any other way, 


pronounces the final ſentence of baniſhment upon him. This is the natural, 

Not the deſigned gradation of Lear's anger. It riſes by degrees to its height, 
and at laſt falls with its full weight, Theſe ſteps by which it advances ſhew | 
a reluctance in the king to be ſo ſevere upon one for whom he had the great- 


eſt regard; whereas the imaginary breach of filial love and duty, which he 


fooliſhly fancied he found in Cordelia, had already extinguiſhed all ſparks of 


his imaginary love to her. The contradiction to his declared intention is the 


natural effect of his rage, which vented itſelf in ſudden and contrary ſtarts of 
paſſion. The whole ſcene, in this view, I take to be one of the moſt beau- 
tiful in all Shakeſpcar ——Neither qu's nor fo's have any direction in this 


place. 
o The qu's read dower. 
p So the qu's; all the reſt read the for this. 
4 The qu's read in for with. 


r P. and all after him omit we fill; the fo's and R. inſtead thereof read 
we ſhall, 


The 
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10 JJ 
The name and all th' * additions to a king; 
The ſway, revenue, execution * of the reſt, 
Beloved ſons, be yours; which to confirm, 
This coronet part between you. U Giving the croun. 
Kent. Royal Lear, 25 
Whom I have ever honour'd as ” my king, 
Lov'd as my father, as my maſter follow'd, 
As my * great patron thought on in my prayers— . 
Lear. The bow is bent and drawn, make from the ſhaft, | 
Kent. Let it fall rather, though the fork invade 
The region of my heart ; be Kent unmannerly, 
When Lear is) mad. What * would'ſt thou do, old man? > 
. Think'ſt thou that duty ſhall have dread to ſpeak 
When power to amen bows! ih To Plainneſs honour 5 bound, 
When 
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s So the qu's: all the reſt addition. | 

t P. omits of the reſt, which is in all the editions before him; andi is fol- 
| lowed by T. and H. - W. ſays this reading is evidently corrupt, and the 
editors not know! ng what to make of —f the reſt, left it out (but he does 
not tell us that it was his friend P. who firſt omitted it) — The true reading 
without doubt was of tb. beſts &C. Heſt is an old word for regal com- 
mand. W. 


Heſt or beheſt is any command as well as regal. Refuſing her 2 heſts, 
i. e. the witch Sycorax's. Temp. act i. ſcene iii. If we imagine Shakeſpear 
did not write of the reſt, it is moſt — he wrote all the reſt, Heath con- 
jectures intereſt. 
u Not in any edition before Pope's. 

W Theath f. R. and P. read a for my. 

X The 24, zd, and 4th fo's had omitted great; to ſupply the deficiency 


thereof in the meaſure R. puts in and, reading And as my patron, &c. fol- 
lowed by all but F. 


Y The iſt q. reads man for nad. 

2 The qu's read wilt thou. 

2 F. reads and divides in this manner, 

to plainneſs honour 
5 bound, when majeſty to folly falls, 


| Referve 


ACT I. SCENE H. 11 


When majeſty v falls to folly. - © Reverſe thy doom, 
And in thy beſt conſideration check „ 

This hideous raſhneſs; anſwer my life my judgment, 
Thy youngeſt daughter does not love thee leaſt; 

Nor are thoſe empty hearted, whoſe low d ſound 
Reverbs no hollowneſs. 

Lear. Kent, on * thy life no more. 

Kent. My life I never held but as a pawn 

To wage againſt thine © enemies, f nor fear to loſe it, 
Thy ſafety being 8 the motive. . 
Lear. Out of my ſight! 

Kent, See better, Lear, and let me ſtil remain 

| The true | blank of thine eye. 

Lear. Now by Apollo— 

Rent. Now by Apollo, king, 

Thou ſwear'ſt thy gods in vain. 


Alb. Corn. Dear fir, forbear. 


| Reſerve thy late: with better judgment check 
This hideous raſbneſs; with my . 1 e &e. 
and is followed by all but 7. 

b The qu's read ſtops. | 

So the qu's; all the reſt read Reſerve thy fate. 


e 
d The fo's and R. read ſounds reverb. 

* The zd and 4th fo's read my for thy. 

© P. alters enemies to foes; followed by all but 7. 
f The fo's and R. read ne er for nor. And 


8 Omit the. 


better, ſays Kent, and keep me always in * view. 7. 

i The qu's omit 0. — 

k The qu's read recreant. 

This ſpeech is omitted in the qu's.. 3 
_ Kent. 


Lear. 0 vaſſal, k miſcreant!— [Laying his hand n 


h The blank is the white or exact mark at which the arrow is ſhot. See 
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V Upon the foul diſeaſe. Revoke n thy * doom, 
Or whilſt T can vent clamour from my throat, 


© Since thou haſt ſought to make us break our 5 vow, 


To come between our w ſentence and our pow'r, . 
Which nor our nature nor our place can yr, 
Wes Our pony” made . take * reward. 


the words, was this: „Lou have endeavoured, ſays Lear, to make me 
4 break my oath, you have preſumed to ſtop the execution of my ſentence: 


© to bear; and the other, had I yielded to it, my power could not make good 


. LET 
Kent. m Do, kill thy phyſician, and thy fee beſtow 


I'll tell thee thou doſt evil. 
Lear. Hear me, v recreant ! 9 on thine allegiance hear me ! 


Which we durſt never yet; and with * ſtrain'd pride, 


m $9 the qu' 8; thereft omit Do. 
A The zd and 4th fo's and R. read the for thy. 5 
„ The fo's and R. read gift for doom. 
P The qu's omit recreant. 8 
4 Theſe words in italic are in all the editions before P. who omits them; 
and ſo do the after-editors. 
r The fo's and K. read That for Since. And 
vos for vow. 
The qu 's read ftraied. 
u so the qu's; the reſt bet wixt. 
The iſt f. reads ſentences. 
X P. alters made to make; followed by 17. who has the following note.. 
Mr. Theobald by putting the firſt line (i. e. the line before this) into a 
parenthefis, and altering make to made in the ſecond line (i. e. this line) 
had deſtroyed the ſenſe of the whole; which, as it ſtood before he corrupted 


< thelatter of theſe attempts neither my temper nor high ſtation will ſuff-r me 


« orexcuſe.” —J/hich, in the firſt line, referring to both attempts: but the 
ambiguity of it, as it might refer only to the latter, has occaſioned all the 
obſcurity of the paſſage. 1 

It is not true that J. altered make to made (unleſs by this he means that T. 
has altered P,'s copy, wh'ch is in truth only reſtoring); one of the qu's, 
and all the f. editions read made A bich we durſt never yet, &c. relating to 
the former attempt, Which nor our nature, &c. can relate only to the latter. 
Nor is there any obſcurity in this equal to what V/. has introduced. 


Four 


Four days we do allot thee for proviſion, e 
To ſhield thee from 2 diſeaſes of the world; 
And on the ' fifth, to turn thy hated back 


Upon our kingdom; if on the tenth day following, 
Thy baniſh'd trunk be found in our dominions, 


"The moment is thy death. Away! By TW"; 
This ſhall not be revok'd. 


Kent. * Why, fare thee well, king, nuss e thus thou wilt 
..-. appear, N 
1 Friendſhip lives hence, and baniſkment i is here. . 
The gods to their 8 dear ſhelter take b thee, maid, 
That i rightly thiak'ſt, and haſt moſt | juſtly ſaid, {To Cor. 
And your large ſpeeches may your deeds approve, 

That ou. effects may ſpring from words of love. - To "TY 


and Gon. 


Y S$othequ's; all the reſt Five, and ſixth. „% a ore 
2 So the qu's; all the reſt diſaſters for diſeaſes. But though the word 
diſeaſes in the common ſenſe of the word ſignifies /i ickneſſes; here it is uſed in 
the uncommon and literal ſenſe, and means, a want of t- e eaſe and conveni- 


ences of life, i. e. hardlhips. Sec Here's note on the Callida Juuftura of Hor. 
Ars Poet. 1. 47. 


b So the qu's, and 1ſt f. the reſt omit on. 
ego the qu's; the reſt omit why to make the meaſure of the verſe more 
exact; but it ſeems to expreſs Kent's blunt humour the more ſtrongly; and 

the nicety of the meaſure is not worth inſiſting on, eſpecially when it robs 
| the paſſage of a word of ſuch ſignificancy. 

d $0 the qu's; all the reſt ith. 

©. The 2d 4 omits thus, 

f So the qu's; the reſt freedom; but friendſii ſeems more properly op- 
poſed to baniſhment ; for what is baniſhment, but the being driven away from 
our friends and countrymen ? , Freecom may with * propr iety be oppoſed 
to ſlavery. : 


8 The qu's read — but dear Bitter | is more like Shakeſpear. 


h The qu's read the maid, that rightly thinks, and bath moſt, &c. bating 
that the 1ſt reads haſt for hath. 


i go the qu's; the reſt make 7'ghtly and juſtly change 2 
0 Thus 


L <5 3 R. 


14 "MW EDS 
Thus Kent, O princes, bids you all adienz; 
| He'll ſhape his old courſe in a country new. [Exit 
SCENE III. e 


a 


Enter Glo'ſter, with France and Burgundy, and attendants, 


16Gb. Here s France and Burgundy, my noble lord. A 

Lear. My lord of Burgundy, 

We firſt addreſs tow'rd you, who with m this king 

Have rivall'd for our daughter; what in the leaſt 

Will you require in preſent dower with her, 

Or ceaſe your queſt of love? 

Bur. * Moſt royal majeſty, 

1 crave no more than what your highneſs offer d, 

Nor will you tender leſs. b 
Lear. Right noble Burgundy, 

When ſhe was dear to us, P we held her G6; 3 

But now her price is fall'n. Sir, there ſhe ſtands, 

If aught within that little ſeeming ſubſtance, 

Or all of it with our diſpleaſure 4 piec'd, 

And nothing er more, may fitly like your grace, 

She's there, and ſhe is yours. 

Bur. I know no anſwer. 


1 So the qu's; the fo 8, R. and P. give this ſpeech to cue, and T. 
5 firſt diſcovers this error. 


m The qu's read a for this. 
Wu alters this to at Jcaſt; followed by all but 1 
o The qu's omit moſt. 
P The qu's and 1ſt f. read we did bold, &c. 
d P. reads r 
x The 1 S read ae for more. 
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LET 4 SCENE MW. I6 
Lear. Will you with thoſe infirmities ſhe owes, 
Unfriended, new adopted to our hate, 
t Dower'd with our curſe, and ſtranger' d with c our oath, 
Take her, or leave her? 
Bur. Pardon * me, royal ſir; 
Election makes not up on ſuch conditions, 
Lear. Then leave her, ſir; for by the pow'r that ads me, 
I tell you all her wealth. For you, great king, {To France. 
I would not from your love make ſuch a ſtray, 
To match you where I hate; therefore beſeech you, 
I' avert your liking a more ” worthier way 
Than on a wretch whom nature is aſham'd 
Almoſt t' acknowledge hers. 5 
France. This is moſt ſtrange! 
That ſhe, * who even but now was your y beſt object, 
*The argument of your praiſe, balm of your age, 
2 Moſt b beſt, moſt deareſt, ſhould in this trice of time 
; Commit a thing ſo monſtrous, to diſmantle 


5 
} 


$ Before will the qu's inſert ſir. 5 
T The qu's read cover'd for dower'd. 

u P. and all after, omit me. . 

w $0 read all the editions before P. who alters it to o worthy, followed by 
thoſe after him, But the double comparative is very common in Shakeſpear ; 
and was, no doubt, the lan guage of that age. It i is not the port of an editor 
to moderviſe his author, 

*The qu's read that for who; the iſt . whom 
F The Iſt A omits beſt. 


2 P. alters chis, Your praiſe 5 argument, &e. this is ; moderniſing ei. for, 
the ſake of meaſure : followed by all but 7. 

2 So thequ's; the fo's, K. and J. the beſt, the dare. P. firſt, and then 
all the reſt, deareſt and beſt. 


b Beſt (quoth F.) is added from the firſt copy. Why, Dr. J. there is 
no — without it. e 
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So many folds of favour! * fure, her offence 


1f— for I want that glib and oily art, 


| nh — ©” CI 2 — 
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Muſt be of ſuch unnatural degree 
That monſters it; (e or you for vouch'd affections 
Fall'n into taint:) which to believe of her 


Muſt be a faith that reaſon without miracle 
Could never f plant in me. 


cor. I yet beſeech your majeſty— 


P. and H. read ſure th' offence, &c. 
4 R. and P. read as monſtrous is. 
© 8o the qu's; the fo's read Gr your fore-voucht ofeflion fall into taint, 


&c. R. P. and H. read Or your fore-voucht affeftion could not fall into 
taint, &c. T. and V. Or your fore-vcuch'd affection fall'n into taint, &e. 
Fr. reads as the fo's, but interprets or before, becauſe or ever ſignifies before 
ever, but does he remember where or had at any time this ſignification unleſs 
Joined with ever? R. ſeems to make the beſt ſenſe of all theſe readings, but 
then he is obliged to interpolate. But let us now try the old reading; and 
to make ſenſe of it, the beſt way perhaps will be to conſider what was the 
real cauſe of the eſtrangement of Lear's love from Cordelia; it was the 
wouch'd affettions of his three daughters: the two eldeſt vouch'd ſuch affec- 
tion to him as was beyond all nature and poſſibility to a father ; but Cordelia : 
vouched only ſuch an affection as was natural and reaſonable for a daughter ; 


to feel for her father. Now Lear was fallen into taint, 1. e. hls judgment 


was corrupted, in preferring the extravagant and lying proteſtations of his . 
eldeſt daughters, to the ſincere and juſt ones of his youngeſt. And if-we ru- 
minate a little, this is the only ſecond reaſon for Lear's rejecting Cordelia that 


can with any probability be ſuppoſed to be gueſſed at by France: for it would 
be rude in France to charge Lear with vouching the deareſt affections to one 


he did not really love; and it is abſurd to ſuppoſe that ſo great a love ſhould 
change to hate, without ſhe had committed ſome very great crime, and which 
France could not be brought to believe; therefore this ſecond gueſs becomes 


the only one, and the true one, viz. that Regan and Gonerill had, by their 
ſuperior art in coaxing, won all Lear's love from Cordelia, 

f The 2d q. reads plaint ; ſo Steevens, and gives no other reading. 

8 H. alters for to ſo, to make grammar of the paſſage; but perhaps 


Shakgſheor deſigned this as an interruption. Sce p. 17, note i, 


1 


actt 8 EHE NM. WP 

To ſpeak and purpoſe not, ſince what I * well intend, , 
Il do't before I ſpeak i that you may know [To France, 
It is no vicious blot, murder, or foulneſs, 

No k unchaſte action, or diſhonour'd ſtep— 

That hath depriv'd me of your grace and favour. [To Lear, 
But ev'n | for want of that, for which I'm u richer, 
A ſtill ſoliciting eye, and ſuch a tongue, 

n As I am glad I have not; though, not to have! it, 

Hath loſt me in your liking. 
Lear. p Go to, go to! better thou hadſt not been born 
Than not 1 to have pleas'd me better. 
France. Is it no more but this? a tardineſs i in nature, 
That often leaves the hiſtory unſ poke, 
That it intends to do? My lord of Burgundy, 
What ſay you to the lady? Love is not love, 
When it is Mea with regards: that t ſtands 


n The bo 8 and R. read will for well. 

3 The fo's (followed by all the reſt) read that you mate known, to OY | 
it grammar with 7T yet beſeech your majeſty : but I am apt to think Shakeſpear . 
intended this as a broken ſpeech, which ſhould expreſs the modeſt fear and 
baſhful diffidence of Cordelia, heightened by her concern under her preſent 
pitiable circumſtances. She begins ſpeaking to the king in a broken inter- 
rupted mannerz then to France, that you may now, &c. then, without 2 
| making a perioe, to the kin g again, 

*The qu's read unclean for unchaſte 

I K. reads the for for. 
m The qu's read rich. 
n So the qu's; all the reſt read that for as. 
o P. alters 7 have not to I've not; followed by the rell. 
p so the qu's; all the reſt omit go to, go to! 
4 The fo's and R. read ? have; but P. and all after, intirely omit fo. 
T So the qu's; all the reſt omit no more. 
 # Sothequ's; all the reſt read which for that. 

t so the qu's, fo's, and N. where ſtands refers to love; Love is not love, 

When, &c. love is not love, that ſtands, &c. all the reſt read /iand. 
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Aloof from the u entire point. Say, will you have her? | 


w She is, herſelf, and dower. 


Bur, [To Lear.] * Royal Lear, 
Give but that portion which yourſelf propos'd, 


And here I take Cordelia by the — 
Dutcheſs of Burgundy. 


Lear, Nothing: I have fort v. 
Bur. I am ſorry then you have ſo loſt a father, | [7 Cor. 


That you muſt loſe a huſband. 


Cor. Peace be with Burgundy, 


Since that * reſpects of fortune are his love, 


I ſhall not be his wife. 
France. Faireſt Cordelia, that art moſt rich, being poor, 


| Moſt choice, forſaken; and moſt lov'd, deſpis'd. 


Thee and thy virtues here I * ſeize upon; 


he it lawful, J take up what's caſt away. 
| Gods! Gods! 'tis ſtrange, that from their *cold'ſt edlen 


My love mould kindle to inflam'd wn. 


a 80 the qu's 's3 all the reſt read th intire. 


V. explains intire, right, true; J. ſingle, unmixed with other conſidera 
| tons, But 


w She is, herſelf, and dower (which is the 3 of the qu's) 1 


the meaning of intir e, whole. That is not love which is mingled with © 


regards; that cannot be love that ſtands aloof from the whole point (the 


per fon and the dow er) for in Cordelia you have both herſelf and her 


„ dower.” Shakeſpear, I ſuppoſe, means, that the ſuper-plus of perfections 


and good qualities ſhe poſſeſſed above the generality of her ſex, were to her 
in lien of a dower. The reſt read ſhe is herſelf a dowry. 


X 8o the qu's; all the reſt read royal king, i. e. kingly 1 Is it not 
ſtrange that none of the editors ſhould conſult the qu's in this place ? for if 


they had, they would certainly have reſtored the old reading. 


After ſworn, the fo's and R. read I am firm, 
2 The fo's, R. and P. read reſpect and fortunes, 


2 The ſt q. reads ceaze for ſeize. 
The 3ſt q. reads couldſt. 


ACT IL SCENE V. ity 


Thy dowerleſs daughter, king, thrown to > my chance, | 
Is queen of us, of ours, and our fair France; 

Not all the dukes © in wat'riſh Burgundy 

d Shall buy this unpriz'd, precious maid of me. 

Bid them farewell, Cordelia, though unkind ; 

Thou loſeſt © here, a better e where to find. 

Lear. Thou haſt her, France ; let her be thine, for we 

Have no ſuch daughter; nor ſhall ever ſee 
| That face of her's again; therefore be gone 

Without our grace, our love, our benizon. 

8 Come, noble * CLlauriſo. Exeunt Lear and 

. | 


% n n . 


France. Bid e to your ſiſters. 
Cor. © The Jewels of our father, with wall d eyes 
5 Cerdelia leaves you; I know h you what you are, 
And, like a ſiſter, am moſt loth to call 
Your faults as they are nam'd, Love well our father 3 : 
To your ! profeſſed boſoms I commit him; 
But yet, alas! ſtood I within his grace, 
I would prefer him to a better Place. 
0 farewel to you both. 


b The Ws read thy for my. 
© Sothequ's; all the reſt read of for in. 
d $othequ's; all the reſt read can for ſhall. 
© Here and where are converted into nouns in this place. 
f 7. inſerts without again before our love. 
E So the qu's, fo s, and R. 's octavo; all the reſt read ye for ther 
h All before R.'s duodecimo have you, all the reſt omit it, except Stee vens: 


1 $0 all before P. who alters profeſſed to profeſſing, followed by all the reſt, 
B 2 Regi 


20 K. 13 . RL A Rs I. 
* Reg. Preſcribe not us our duties. 
Con. Let your 4 Audy 
Be to content your lord, who hath receiv'd you 
At fortune's alms; you have obedience ſcanted, 
And well are worth the ® want that you have wanted. 
Cor. Time ſhall unfold what o plaited cunning hides, 
Who P cover faults, at laſt d ſhame them derides. 
Well may you proſper! e F 
France. Come, my fair Cordelia. [Exeunt France and 
Cordelia, 
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Gon. Siſter, it is not a little * I have to ſay 
Of what moſt nearly appertains to us both. 
1 think our i will hence to-night, 


— OSS up 1 7 
3 


1 The qu's give -this ſpeech to Gonerill, and the next to Regan, 
I So the qu's ; all the reſt read duty. 
m The qu's read Wor th for want. K. reads And well are wortly t ie 
W ant, &. | 
. alters this to W OA gives the following note; 0 
— This nonſenſe mult be corrected thus, 
And well are worth the want that you have vaunted. 
3. c. that diſheriſon, which you ſo much glory in, you deſerve. V. 
But did ſhe not rather glory in her modeſty and ſincerity, which occaſioned 
that diſheriſon ? The old reading is not elegant indeed, but it is intelligible: 8 
jd is a kind of Hebraiſm, like ſeeding ſeed, Gen. i. 29. 
o The qu's read Pleated; the fo's, R. and P.'s q. plighted; all the reſt 
Plaited. NE 
p H. reads cover*d; all other editions covers. 
4 So the qu's ; all the reſt read with N for ſhame them. 
7 The qu's omit my. 


P. alters I have to I've; followed by: the reſt, 
1 K. and all after read will go hence. 


1 a; Reg. 
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Reg. That 8 * moſt certain, and with you; next month 


Gon. You ſee how full of changes! his age is, the obſervation 
we have made of it hath v not been little; he always lov'd our 


ſiſter moſt, and with what poor judgment he hath now caſt 
her off, appears too 7 gtoſly. 


Reg. Tis the infirmity « of his age 3 Tet ks: 700 ever r but 
ſlenderly known himſelf. 


Gon, The beſt and Cane of hist time + bath been but raſh ; 
then muſt we look, 2 from his age to receiye not alone the 
z imperfettions of long ingrafted condition, but therewithal | 


| the unruly waywardnels, that infirm and choleric years 
bring with them. 


Reg. Such unconſtant c Narts are we like to have from him, 
as this of Kent's baniſhment. 


Gon. There is further compliment of leave-taking been 
4 France and him. Pray you, let us f hit together. If our 


father carry authority, with ſuch 8 diſpoſitions | as he bears, 
: this laſt ſurrender of his will but offend us. 
Reg. We ſhall further think * on't. 


Con. We muſt do ſomething, and i th heat. Ceran. 


u th all the editions till P. who, with all after rk omits moſt 
w The fo's and R. omit not. 


xX The 2d, 3d, and 4th fo's, and R. read e, too too r 
The qu's read grofſe. FA | 
2 The qu's read to receive from his age. 
2 The qu's read imperfection. 
b The qu' $ omit the, 
e The ad g. reads fars. 
d Hanmer reads Burgundy for France, 
© The qu's read pray let's hit, &c. 
f Fo's, R. P. and H. read ſit for bit, 
s so the qu's; all the reſt diſpoſition. 
h So the qu's; ; all the reſt of it for on 't. 


53 SCENE 


22 £196 LEAK 


8CENE VI 


xz 4 cat belongin g to the earl of Glouceſter, En ter Baſtard 
5 with a letter. 


Baſt. Thou, Nature, art my goddeſs; ; to thy law 
My ſervices are bound ; wherefore ſhould ET. 
Stand in the k plague of cuſtom, and permit 
: The! courteſy of nations to deprive me, 

For that I am ſome twelve or fourteen moonſhines 
Lag of a brother? * Why baftard? wherefore baſe? 
When my dimenſions are as well compact, 
My mind as generous, and my ſhape as 5 
As honeſt madam's iſſue ? 

Why brand they us n with baſe, baſe baſtardy ? # 
Who, in the luſty ſtealth of nature, take 
More compoſition and fierce quality; 
* Than doth within Pa dull, ſtale tired | bed 


3 The ſcene is not deſcribed in either * s, fo's, or R. This is called 
ſcena. ſecunda in fo's. 

5 W. remarks, that to ſtand in the plague of 3 is an abſurd expref 
ſion. We ſhould read plage, i. e. the place, the country, the boundary of 
cuſtom. Why ſhould I, when I profeſs to follow the freedom of nature, be 
confined within the narrow limits of cuſtom? Plage is a word in common 
uſe amengſt the old Engliſh writers. So Chaucer, The plagis of the. north oy 
land and ſea.—From plaga. W.. | 

| The qu's, fo's, and R. curiaſi ty; P. bats; 7. and the reſt un. 

m FH. reads and why baſtard? baſe? 

n So the qu's; all the reſt with baſe, with FRF baſtardy, baſe, baſe; 
but then they make why brand they us, a part of the foregoing * line, But 
in this reading there ſeems to be too much repetition. 
o R. 's oct. that. 

4 The qu's, a ſtale, dull, Hed (ad 4. hed ) bed, 


ACT I. SCENE Vo, 23 
Go to 1 the creating of a whole tribe of fops, 

Got 'tween * aſleep and wake? Well then, © 

Legitimate Edgar, I muſt have your land; 

Our father's love is to the baſtard Edmund, 

As to th' legitimate; u fine word legitimate! 
Well, my legitimate, if this letter ſpeed, 

And my invention thrive, Edmund the baſe 

Shall w top th' legitimate. I grow, 1 proſper z 4 

Now, gods, ſtand up for baſtards. 1 


8 c E N ST = 
7 0 him enter Glo'ſter. 


lo. Kent baniſh'd thus! and Ae in choler parted! 
And the king gone to-night ! x ſubſcrib'd his power ! 
| Confin'd to exhibition! 7 all this done 


Upon the gad Ed how now? what news? 2 


5 The fo's a R. read th; all the reſt omit t tze. 
r So the qu's; the reſt omit of. 
3 The2dq. omits 4. 
H. adds after then, good wehe, to fill up the meafure' : the qu 's real 
the for then. 5 
u The qu's omit fine WOrd— ine — Es 
WV The qu's read tooth'; the fo's, R. at P. SQ. to . H. toe th'; 
which he interprets, being upon even ground with him, as the treading on 
another's heels ſignifies the being not far behind him: but if toe be read, J. 
would have it ſignify, to kick out, or ſupplant. P.'s duodecimo reads be 'th; 
followed by T. V. and J. But perhaps Shakeſpear wrote top th legitimate. 
i. e. get above him; the corruption of this, by writing an o inſtead of a p, 


was very eaſy. If a conjecture be made without any regard to the traces of 
the letters, out, or rout, are better than be, 


* The fo's and R. read preſerib d. 


y so the qu's, xſt f. and J. the three laſt fo's and R. read all this gone, 
which P. alters all is gone. 


B 4 | Edm. 


24 K N GS . 


Edm. 80 pleaſe your jorditp, none. [Putting uþ the letter. 


Glo. Why ſo earneſtly ſeek you to put up that _ 
Edm. I know no news, my lord. 


Glo. What paper were you reading? * 
Edm. Nothing, my lord. 
Glo. No! what 2 needed then that * terrible diſpatch of it 
into your pocket? the quality of nothing o hath not ſuch 
need to © hide itſelf, Let's ſce; come: if it be nothing, I 
ſhall not need ſpectacles. 

E dm. 1 beſeech you, ſir, pardon me, it is a letter from my 
brother, that I have not all o'er- read; d and for ſo much as 
I have perus'd, I find it not fit for your . * 

Glo. Give me the letter, ſir. 

Edm. I ſhall offend, either to detain, « or give it. The con- 
tents, as in part I underſtand them, are to blame. 

Glo. Let's ſee, let's ſee. - 

Edm. 1 hope, Ne” my brother's juſtification, he wrote this 
but as an eſſay, or f taſte of my virtue. 47 5 

Ci. reads 8 7. bis policy g and reverence of k h age makes the 

5 world 


1 


The qu's read needs. 

The rft q. reads ferribe. 

St. reads had for hath. 

K. reads hid. 

The qu's omit and. 

The qu's read liking for over-loting. 


5 propoſes teſt for taſte. 
The qu's omit and reverence. 


So the qu's, fo's, R. P.'s q. H. and 7. P.'s duodecimo (by 1 
by the preſs, I ſuppoſe) reads ages; followed by T and W. and the laſt 

* the following note. 5 
Ages ſignifies former times. So thai the ſenſe of the words 3 is this, hk 
between the policy of ſome, and the ſuperſtitious reverence of others to old 
| cuſtoms, | 


* 0 6. oO & # 


ATT: I. SCENE VI 25 


world bitter to the bet of our times; heeþs bur fortunes from 
u, till our oldneſs cannot reliſh them, I begin to find an idle 
and fond bondage in the oppreſſion of aged tyranny; k who 
ſways, not as it hath power, but as it is ſuffered, Come to me, 
that this I may ſpeak more. ¶ our father would ſleep till 
1 wak'd him, you ſhould enjoy half his revenue for ever, and 
live the wowed of your Our EDGAR. 
Hum Conſpiracy !— —' ſleep till 1 * wak'd him——you ; 
ſhould ey half his revenue. - —— My ſon Edgar! had hea 
hand to write this! a heart and a brain to breed it in! — 
When came this to you? who brought it? 
Edm. It was not brought me, my lord; there's the cun- 
ning of it. I found it thrown in at the caſement of my 
cloſet, 
Glo. You know the character to be your brother's? 
Edm. If the matter were good, my lord, I durſt ſwear it 
were his; J but 1 in relpect of that, 1 would fain think, it were 
not. a 
Gb. It is bias. 


Edm. It is his hand, my lord; o but 1 hops his heart i is 
not in the contents. = 


cuſtoms, it is now become an eſtabliſhed rule, that fathers ſhall keep all they 
have till they die, V. 5 4 


By this /. ſeems to think ages an emendation of P. 85 or not to have 
conſulted the editions before. 


i The three laſt fo's omit the. Ty 
* $oall before R. who alters it to which; followed by all after, 
| The qu' 5 read ſlept. 
* So the qu's; the reſt wake, 
DK. 2 80. and H. before brain inſert a. 
D The 1ſt and 2d fo's read when came you to this? 
So the qu's, and ſt f. all the reſt omit ut. 


26 KING LE A R. 


Glo. P Hath he never heretofore ſounded you in this buſi- 
neſs? | 65 
Edn. Never, my lord. But 1 i: 2 often heard bin 
maintain it to be fit, that ſons at perfect age, and fathers 
declining, “ the father ſhould be as 5 ward to the * and 
the ſon manage t his revenue. 
Glo. O villain, villain ! his very opinion in the letter. Ab- 
horred villain! unnatural, deteſted, bratiſh villain! worſe 
than brutiſn! Go, u ſirrah, ſeek him; * TI apprehend _ 
Abominable Fillen! where is he? © Ke: 
Edm. 1 do not well know, my lord. If it ſhall nnd you 
to ſuſpend your indignation againſt my brother, till you can 
derive from him better teſtimony of x his intent, you ſhould 
run a certain courſe; where, if you violently proceed againſt 
him, miſtaking his purpoſe, it would make a great gap in 
your” own honour, and ſhake | in pieces the heart of his obe- 
dience. I dare pawn down my life for him, that he hath 
writ this to feel my affection to your honour, and to no Other 
. pretence of danger. ” 
Gh. Think you ſo? 
Edm. If your honour judge it meet, 1 will place you * 
you ſhall hear us confer of this, and by an auricular aſſurance 


p so the qu's; all the reſt has he never before ſounded, &c. 
q $ the qu's; the reſt heard him oft maintain it, &. 
r The fo's and R. read declin'd. 
*The qu's read his father, ke. 
s P. and all after, infert a before ward. 
t The qu's read the revenue. 
u The qu's read ſir for ſirrah. 
The qu's read I apprehend, &c. 
X The qu's read this for his. 
1 The ad, zd, and 4th fo's, R. P. and H. omit own, 


have 


ACT I SCENE. vn. 0 


have your ſutfafton and that without any farther delay than | 
this very evening. 

Glo. He cannot be ſuch a monſter. 

z Edm. Nor is not, ſure. 

Glo. To his father, that ſo tenderly and entirely loves him 
Heav'n and earth! Edmund, ſeek him out; wind me into 
him, I pray you. Frame * the buſineſs afar your own wiſ- 
dom; I would unſtate myſelf, to be in a due reſolution. 
Edm. I will ſeek him, fir, preſently, convey * buſineſs 
as I ſhall b ſee. means, and acquaint you withal. 
SG. Theſe late eclipſes in the ſun and moon portend no 
| 1 to us; though the wiſdom of nature can reaſon © it thus 
and thus, yet nature finds itſelf ſcourg'd by the * ſequent ef- 
fects. Love cools, friendſhi p falls off, brothers divide. In 
cities, mutinies; in countries, © diſcords ; * in palaces, trea- 
ſon; and the bond crack'd 8 twixt ſon and father. h 1g 
villain of mine comes under the prediction, there's fon again ft 
father; ; the king falls from biaſs of nature, there's s father 
againſt child. We have ſeen the beſt of our time. Mac hina- 
tions, bollownefs, treachery, and all ruinous di orders follow us 
diſquietly to our graues! Find out this villain, Edmund; 
it ſhall loſe thee nothing, doit carefully—and the noble and 


2 What is in italic, viz. fram the word nor to carth incluſiyely, are 
omitted i in the fo's, R. P. and H. | 


a The qu's read your for the. 
bo So thequ's; the reſt read ad for fee. 
e The qu's omit if 
d T. 's octavo reads frequent for 1 
© $o the qu's; all the reſt diſcord. 
f The qu's omit in. | 
8 Thequ's read between for 'twixt. 
d What is in italic is not in the qu's. 
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4 true-hearted Kent baniſh'd! # his offence, honeſty, Tü 
TOE 0 RE _ [Exit. 


„ £P + La * 


SCENE vn. 
Manet Edmund. 


Edin. This is the excellent foppery of the word, that, 
when we are fick in fortune (often the k ſurfeit of our on 
behaviour) we make gullty of. our "diſafters, the ſun, the 
moon, and! the ſtars; as if we were villains m by neceſſity ; 
fools, by heavenlycom pulſion ; knaves, thieves, and u treachers, 
by © ſpherical predominance; drunkards, lyars, and adul- 
terers, by an inforc'd obedience of planetary influence; and 
all that we are evil in, by a divine thruſting on. An admira- 
ble evaſion of whore- maſter man, to lay his goatiſh dif, poſition : 
to the d charge * of ſtars ! My father compounded with my x 
mother under the dragon's tail, and my nativity was under 

Drſa major; fo that it follows, I am rough and leacherous. 
"Tur, 1 ſhould have been * that I am, had the maidenlieſt ſtar 
in the lirmament twinkled on my * baſtardizing. 


i The qu's read his offence honeſt, frange ſtrange! 
x go the qu's; all the reſt ſurfeits. 
1 All but the qu's omit the. 
m So the * sH; all the reſt on for by. f 
n The qu's read treachcrers; P. and all after, treacher ous. Chancer has, 
the falſe treacher, Rom. of the Roſe, 7168, p. 265. Ur. e 
9 The qu's read ſpirĩtual for fpherical. 
p So the qu's; all the reſt on for to. 
4 V. reads change for charge. 
r So the qu's ; the reſt of a ſtar. 
»The qu's read fut, the t being changed into an 7. all che reſt omit it. 
Tut is an expreſſion of contempt. Jul. Cef. act 5, Ant. Tut! I am ix 
their boſoms. 
t P. alters that to what; followed by the reſt, 
u The qu's read baſtardy. ; 


SCENE 


Acer Il. SCENE N. 


* 
. 8 * 


ff 
To him enter Edgar. 


Edgar and * pat, he comes like the cataſtrophe of the 
old comedy; y my cue is villainous melancholy, with a ſigh 
like 2 Tom o. Bedlam——O,, theſe ecliples a do portend theſe 
diviſions." 


Edg. How now. brother Edmund, what ſerious contem- 
. plation are you in? 


Edm. I am thinking, brother, of a — I read this 

other day, what ſhould follow theſe eclipſes. 

Edg. Do you buſy yourſelf e about that? 

Eadm. I promiſe 4 you, the effects, he * writ of, ſucceed un- 
happily ; f as of unnaturalneſs between the child and the parent, 
death, dearth, diſſolutions of ancient 8 amities, diviſions in late, 
menaces and maledictions againſt king and nobles, needleſs di N 

5 dences, ban iſbment of friends, diffi ipation * h . nußtial 


: breaches, and F know not what, 


so the qu's; the reſt omit Edgar !—and. 
* The qu's read out for pat. 
The qu's read ine for my cue. 
2 The qu's read them of Bedlam. 
2 Do is omitted by P. and all after him. 
d Aﬀer diviſions, all but the qu's read fa, ſl, la, em 
e go the qu's; the reſt read with for about. 
4 The 2d, 3d, and 4th fo's omit you, 
© so the qu's; the reſt writes for writ, 1 1 
f What is in italic is omitted by all but the qu's; J. indeed puts part of it 
among his notes, and ſays he thinks it ought to be inſerted in the text, but 
negleds doing it. 
s The 2d q. reads armies for amities. 
* The qu's read cohorts; J. reads courts, 


Edg, 


30 Kk IN G L E A R. 


i Edg. How long have you been a ſectary aſtronomical 7 
Edm. Come, come; when ſaw you my father laſt ? 
Edg. k Why, the night gone by. : 
Edm. Spake you with him? 
Edg. ! Ay, two hours together. 
. Edm. Parted you in good terms? found you no o diſpleaſure : 
in him, by word, m or countenance ! 2 
Edg. None at all. 
Edm. Bethink yourlelf wherein you en may have offended 
him: and, at my intreaty, forbear his preſence, until ſome 
little time hath qualified the heat of his diſpleaſure, which at 


this inſtant ſo rageth in him, that with the miſchief of your 
P perſon it would 4 ſcarcely allay. 


Eag. Some villain hath done me wrong. | 
 Edm, That's my fear. I pray you have a continent for- 
bearance till the ſpeed of his rage goes flower : and, as 1 'fay, 


retire with me to my lodging, from whence I will fly bring f 


you to hear my lord ſbeak. Pray you go, there's my key, If 
you d; flir abroad, go arm'd. . 


Edg. Arm'd, brother? 
Edm. Brother, I adviſe you to the beſt, 5 go arm'd: I am 
no honeſt man, if there be any good meaning toward vou: : 


i 7, takes no notice of the reſt from hence. 
X All but the qu's omit why. 

1 The qu's omit ay. | 105 
m The fo's and R. read nor. 

un The 3d and qth fo's, and all after, omit Ws 
o The qu's read till for until. 

p The 1ſt q. reads parſon. 
The qu's read ſcarce. 
r What is in italic is omitted in the qu 5. 


s All but the qu's omit go arm d. 
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ACT I sc EN. ES x, XL. ar 

J have told you what I have ſeen and heard but faintly ; no- n 
_ thing like the image and horror of it. Pray you, away. 
£dg. Shall I hear from you anon? 


TFCENE LE 


Edm. 1 * do ſerve you in this buſineſs. [Exit Edgar. 
A credulous father, and a brother noble, n 
Wboſe nature is ſo far from doing harms, 

That he ſuſpects none; on whoſe fooliſh honeſty 
My practices ride eaſy ; ; I ſee the buſineſs. 
Let me, if not by birth, have lands by wit; Fen 
All with me's meet, that 1 can faſhion ok 


"SCENE I 
Tue As of Albany s alace, 
| Enter Goneril, and Steward. 


Con. Did my father firike my gentleman "M chiding « of „ 


fool ? 
Stew, x Yes, 1 


Gen. By day and night he wrongs me : every hour 
He flaſhes into one groſs crime or other, 
That ſets us all at odds; I'll not endure it. 


P. and H. omit do. Heath would read T'Il ſerve you, &c. to make it 2 
proper anſwer to Edgar's queſtion: but I am apt to think it is a proper an- 
{wer already; by 1 do free Jon, &c. is meant 1 am your Pk vant in this 
buſineſs. 
u The fo's call this ſcena tertia. 
W The rſt q. reads and gentleman; the 2d and a gentle man. 
* $6 the qu's : all the reſt ay for yes. 
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nn 
His knights grow riotous, and himſelf upbraids us 
On every trifle. - When he returns from hunting, 


8 


L E A R. 


I will not ſpeak with him; ſay, I am ſick. 


If you come ſlack of former ſervices, 


Yon ſhall do well; the fault of it IH anſwer. 
Stew. He's coming, madam, 1 hear him. 


Gon. Put on what weary negligence you pleaſe, 


You and your) fellows; I'd have it come * to queſtion, 
If he * diſtaſte it, let him to my ſiſter, 
Whoſe mind and mine, I know, in that are one, 
b Nor to be over. rul d. Idle old man, 


That till would manage thoſe authorities, 


That he hath giv'n auay.— Now, by my l life, 
Olde folks are babes again; and muſt be usd 
With checks, d by flatteries when they' re ſeen abus d. 
| Remember what I tell you. 


Stew. f Very well, madam. 


Gon. And let his knights have colder 6 among you; I 


7 Thequ's read fellow-ſervants. 
he * s read i for 19. 
2 The qu's read diſlike for diſtaſte. 


— 


what grows of it, no matter; 8 adviſe your fellows ſo. 


b Theſe lines in italic were firſt reſtored from the old qu's by Theobald, s 
and inſerted by „/. and 7. But J. ſays, that Shakeſpear perhaps a tl 


lines away, nor would thank the officioufneſs of his editors in reſtoring the 


paſſage. So this paſſage, that J. thinks ſhould not. ſtand in the text, he has 


e This is Vs emendation ; the reſt read foo!s for Folks. 


= put there; as, a while ago, he neglected to inſert a paſſage which he thought 
Should ſtand in the text. A very reaſonable way of proceeding ! g! 


4 The qu's read as for by; fo J. W. reads net; 3 reads like A Ters 


ben they're ſeen l' abuſe us. 

e So the qu's; the reſt read I have 1. aid for T te!l — 10 
f The fo's, R. and P. omit very. 
t Before adviſe H. inſerts and. 


III 


* 


ACT i. $0ENE xit. i 


b I'll write firaight to my alter to hold my i yery courſe: 
* Go, prepare for dinner. Fa 1-36  [Exeunts 


SCENE KI. 
Changes to an open place before the palace. 


Enter Kent diſguiſed: 
Kent. If but as well I other accents borrow, 

m That can my ſpeech n diffuſe, my good intent 
May carry thro! itſelf to that full iſſue 

For which I raz'd my likeneſs. Now, baniſh'd Foe: 
If thou canſt ſerve where thou doſt ſtand condemn'd; 


> 80 may it come, thy maſter whom thou low 

Shall find thee full of v labours. 

Horns within. Enter Lear, knights, FEA attendants: 
Lear, Let me not ſtay a jot for dinner. Go, get it ready: 
—— How now? what art thou? p £70 Kent. 
Kent. A man, ſir. 5 


h The qu's add 7 would breed j from bene: wa ons + and T. be-. 7 
may ſpeak. 

i So the qu's; all the reſt omit very. | „ 

k All but the qu's and H. omit go; H. treads go and, not that he had 
ſeen the qu's, but to eke out the verſe: 
Before prepare H. reads and. 

m R, and all after him, read and for that. 

n The qu's and 3 fo's read defuſe; the 4th f. diffuſe; R. P: and J. af 
aſe. To diffuſe here ſignifies to dj iſorder; to put out of a regular courſe. 1 
is uſed in other places in this author; diffuſed attire, diffuſed founds.  Hi_— 
Let them forth from a Jaw pit ruſh at once with ſome diffuſed fong, i. e. wild 
long. Merry Wives of Windfor. Though . Shakeſpear wicht here | 
write diſguiſe. 

9 The qu's omit /o may it come. 

® The qu's read labour, | 3 
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Lear. What dſt thou profeſs? ? what would'ſt thou with us? 
Kent. I do profeſs to be no leſs than I ſeem ; to ſerve him 
truly, that will put me in truſt ; to love him that is honeſt ; 
to converſe with him that is 1 wiſe, and ſays little; to fear 
judgment; to fight when I cannot chooſe, and to eat no 
„„ 


Lear. W What art thou? 
Kent. A very honeſt-hearted fellow, and as poor as the king, 


Lear. If thou * be as poor for a ſubje&, as he is for akin = 
thou art poor enough. What would'ſt thou | 5 


Kent. Service. 
Lear. Whom would'ft thou ſerve ? 


Kent. You. 

Lear. Doſt thou know me, fellow 4 

Kent, No, ſir; but you have that in your countenance 
which 1 would fain call maſter. 

Lear. What's that? 4 

Kent, Authority, 


q H. and /. read-—wiſe 5 fo fay lute, c. ; 
r To eat no fiſh.) In queen Elizabeth's time the papiſts were re eflcemed,. 1 
with good reaſon, enemies to the government. Hence the proverbial phtaſs 
of he's an honeſt man, and eats no fiſh; to ſignify he'sa friend to the government, 
and a proteſtant. The cating fiſh on a religious account, being then eſteem« 
ed ſuch a badge of popery, that when it was enjoined for a ſeaſon by an act 
of parliament, for the encouragement of the fiſh-towns, it was thought ne 
ceſſary to declare the reaſon ; hence it was called Cecil's faſt. To this diſ- 
graceful badge of popery Fletcher alludes in his Woman-hater, who makes the 
courtezan ſay, when Lazarillo in ſearch of the umbrano's head was ſeized at her 
houſe by the intelligencers for a traitor— Gentlemen, I am glad you have diſ- 
covered him. He ſhould not have eaten under my roof for twenty pounds, And 
ture I did not lite him when be called for fiſh. And Marſton's Dutch courtezany 
F truſt Jam none of the wicked that eat fiſh a Friday. W. 
s All but the qu's read be % for be. 
© The qu's and 1ſt f. read who for vhm. 


Aef i SCENE xu. 35 
Lear. What ſervices canſt u thou do? 
Kent. I can keep honeſt w counſel, ride, run, mar a cu- 


rious tale in telling it, and deliver a plain meſſage bluntly. 


That which ordinary men are fit for, I am qualified! in; and 
the beſt of me is diligence. | 
Lear. How old art thou? 


Kent. Not ſo young, * fir, to love a woman 1 for ſinging; =P 
nor ſo old, to doat on her for any thing. I have years on 
my back forty-eight. | 285 

Lear. y Follow me, thou ſhalt ſerve me, if I like thee no 
worſe after _—_ I will not part from thee yet. Dinner 
ho, dinner— Where's my knave? my fool? e 
5 Enter fleward. | 3 
Go you, and call my fool hither. * You, you, f firrah, where J 
my daughter? 

Stew. So pleaſe you Ltr. 

Lear. What fays the fellow there? Call the clot · pole back. 
—— Where's s my fool? ho!——l think the world 8 alleep. 
i How now ? where's that . 5 
| b Knight. He ſays, my lord, youre daughter i: is not t well. 


Tear, Why came not the ſlave back to me when I call d 
him? 


u The rſt q. 6mits thou; 
w so the qu's and iſt f. the reſt cons 
S Thequ's omit fir. 8 „„ 
The qu's and fo's have n no | points but commas ll after yet. R. P. F. 
J. and 7. put a ſemicolon after ſerve me, a comma after dinner, and a pe- 
' riod after yet; which makes it nonſenſe. H. points in the ſame manner, 


baiting chat, to make ſenſe of it, he puts the period after Ins thee; and 
reads thus From thee. Yet no dinner, &c. 
2 The qu's read you but once. 
2 R. 's octa vo reads colt pole; 7. clod-poll ; the qu's  clat-pole. 
o Thequ's gives this ſpeech to Rent. 
© The iſt and ad fo's read dasghters. 


C 2 . 1 


36 F 
1 Knight. Sir, he anſwer'd © me in the roundeſt manner, 
he would not. 
Lear. He would not! N 
d Knight. My lord, I know not what the matter is; but, 
to my judgment; your highneſs is not entertain'd with that 
ceremonious affection as you were wont there's a great abate- | 
ment f of kindneſs appears as well in the general dependants, 
as in the duke himſelf alſo, and your daughter, 
| Lear. Ha! ſay'ſt thou ſo? 
4 Knight. 1 beſeech you, pardon me, my lord, if I be 
miſtaken ; for my duty cannot be filent, when I think your 
highneſs 8 is wrong'd. 
Lear, Thou but remembereſt me of my own conception: 
1 have perceived a moſt faint neglect of late, which I have 
rather blamed as my own jealous curioſity, than as a very 
pretence and pur poſe of unkindneſs; I will look further 
into't, But where's ! my fool ? 1 have not ſeen him K theis 
two days. . . 
* Knight. Since my young lady's 3 going into France, 6 the 
fool hath much pin'd away. 
Lear. No more of that; J have noted it * well. Go you 
and tell my daughter, I would ſpeak with her. Go you, call 
hither my fool. 1 O you fir, you fir, come you hither; who 
am I, ſir? %%%; wn» 
e Entor 
a The qu's give theſe ſpeeches to a ſervant, 
The zd and ꝗth fo's, R. P. and H. omit mes 
F The qu's omit of kindneſs. | 
The iſt q. and the iſt and 2d fo's, omit 7s. 
h The qu's read purport. 
1 Thequ's read this for my. 
k All before P. read this for theſe. 
The qu's omit well. 
' So the qu's; : the iſt and 2d u s read Oh you fi ir, Jou, come you bithe#, 


fir, 


ACT I SCENE xu. = 
aer foward, 


Stew. My lady '; father. 


Lear. My lady's father ? my lord's knaye Hou whoreſon 
dog, you ſlave, you cur. 


Stew. I am none of ® theſe, my lord; 5 1 beſeech your 


pardon. 

Lear. Do you bandy looks with me, you raſcal? [Striking 
| him, 

Stew. Plc not be Devel, my lord. | 

Kent. Nor tripp'd neither, you baſe foot- ball player! 


[Tripping uß his heels. 


"Lear I thank thee, fellow. Thou n me, and rl 


love thee. 


Kent. Come, fir, P ariſe, away, T'll teach you differences. 
Away, away. If you will meaſure your lubber's length again, 
— N * but away, * go to, have you wiſdom tg _ 
[Puſbes the fieward out. 


Lear. Now, u my friendly knave, I thank thee. There's 


earneſt of thy ſervice, 5 [Going money, F 


fir, who am I ſir? and fo all the reſt, bating that they omit the ſeconf 
eu. 

* The qu's 5 this for 157 | 

n The qu's read I beſeech you pardon me. 
© The fo's and R. read ſtrucken. 
The qu's omit ariſe, a wo. 
4 T.'s duodecimo, /. and 7. read tarry again; but, Ke. 
Fs qu's omit go to. 

The qu's read you have wiſdom, 

© The qu's omit ſo, 


The qu's omit my. 


c3 SCENE 


* 
1 — W 


38 K IN G LEAR 


SCENE XIII. 
To them enter Fool. 


Fool. Let me hire him too. Here's my : * coxcomb. 

—_ [Giving Kent his cap. 
Lear. How now, my pretty knave? how doſt thou ? 
Fool. Sirrah, you were belt take my coxcomb. 
Kent. Why, fool? 


Fool. Why? for taking one's part, that's out of favour, 
Nay, an thou canſt not ſmile as the wind ſits, thow'lt catch 


cold ſhortly. There, take my coxcomb. Why, this fellow 

has baniſh'd two y on's daughters, and did the third a bleſſ- 

ing agaioſt | his will; if thou follow him, thou muſt needs | 

wear my « coxcomb. How now, nuncle? Would 1 bad two 

coxcombs and two daughters. 

Lear. Why, my boy? 

Frͤesol. 1fT = gave them * all my living, bd keep my c cox · 
combs myſelf. T here $ mine, beg another of thy daughters, 


0 . Meaning his cap, called ſo becauſe on the top of the fool or 


jeſter's cap was s ſewed a piece of red cloth, reſembling the comb of a cock. 
W. | 


* 80 the qu's; the reſt for fool read my boy ; F which aopeltorion is what 
Lear gives the fool, and not ſo natural in the mouth of Kent, This miſtake 
| ſeems to have happened from the next ſpeech but one, which was taken 1 in- 
ſtead of this in the fo's. 

Y so all till P. who alters on's to of his; ſo careful i is he that even a fool 
5 ſhall ſpeak exact grammar, | Follow'd by the reſt. 

” 2 So the qu's, and iſt and 2d fo's; the reſt read give for Fave. 
2 Thequ's read any for all my. 


b The qu's read i de, the fo's 1 'ld; both contractions of I would : all 1 
Feſt read Il. 


+ So the qu 8 and ift f. all the reſt coxcomb, 


Lear. 


AET i. SCENE 8 
Lear. Take heed, ſirrab, the whip— 


Fool. Truth's a dog * that muſt to kes; be * be 
whipt out, © when the lady f brach may ſtand by ch fire and 


ſtink, 
Lear. A peſtilent 8 gall to me. 88 
Fool. Sirrah, I'll * thee a {| peech, [To Kent, | 
| Lear. Do. 1 
Fool. Mark it, n nuncle. 5 
Have more than thou ſhoweſt, 
Speak leſs than thou knoweſt, 
Lend more than thou oweſt, 
Ride more than thou goeſt, 
Learn more than thou troweſt, 
Set leſs than thou throweſt, 
Leave thy drink and thy whore, ; „ 
| And keep iina door, 
| And thou ſhalt have more 
Than two tens to a ſcore. 
= Kent. This is nothing, fool. 
Fool. Then ! tis like the breath of an unfee'd lawyer, you 
m pave me nothing for” t. Can you make no uſe of at, 
* nuncle? * 


4 All but the qu's omit that. 
© The qu's read, when lady o'the brach, Ke. 
f Nos guidem hodie brach dictmus de cane famed, que leporem ex odore pore 
Sequitur, Spelm. Gloſſ. in voce Bracco. 
s The qu's read gull for gall. 
h The qu's read unckle. 
i So the qu's and two ſirſt fo S3 the two laſt fo's and R. read in door; F. 
Wo all after within door, 
k The qu's give this ſpeech to Lear. 
1 The qu's omit tis. 


m The two laſt fo's, R. and P, read give for gave. 
| ky The qu's read uncle. 


- 


C4 _ 


40 KING LE A x. 


4 


Lear. Why, no, boy; nothing can be made out of nothing, 
Fool. Pr'ythee, tell him, ſo much the rent of his land 
comes to: he will not believe a fool. ; Toe 7 o Kent. 
»Lear. A bitter fool !— os 
Fool. Doſe thou know the di ference, my boy, between a bit: 
fer ter. fool and a fweet P Fool : hs 1 5 
Lear. No, lad, teach me. 
* Fool. That lord that counſePd thee to give away thy land, 
es Come Place him here by me ! d or do thou for him ſtand; 
086M he ſweet and bitter fool will preſently appear, 
& The one, in motley here ; the other, found out there. = 
« Lear. Doſt thou call me fool, r boy? - 
« Fool. All thy other titles thou haſt given away; that 
& thou wa 1 born with. 
6e Font, This is not altogether fool, my lord. 
Fool. No, faith; lords and great men will not let me; 
"If 1 had a monopoly s out, they would have part ant? 
* u and ladies too, *® they. will not let me have all 


: <p 


© What is ins ita talic is omitted, or POO Fo to the margin, by P. and H. 
and what has the commas prefixed is omitted in the fo's and R. By which 
we ice chat P. by omitting from the fo's, and reſtoring (and that but in 
bark) from the qu's, has made the palſige incoherent; for the ſpeech which 

gave occaſion to Lear's, Doft thou call me fool, boys as this does to the 
e ſpeeches tollowing, is left out in P. and H. 
P So the qu's; the reſt read 9e for foil. 
2 or is here added; both the ſenſe and meaſure point out that there | is a 
8 word loſt in this place; and the ſenſe thews it to be e „ 
r P. and II. omit be. 
So the qu's; a monnpoly ont, i. e. a patent out of court for being ſole 
fool, The ret read 9u't for out. | 
so the 1ſt g. at is a clown ſh way of f protcunting on 1. the 2d Þ and . 
the reſt read ont. : | 
n For 4d, P. and all after read nay the, 
w The:d q. reads lodes for ladies. 
© AY but the qu's read they'll for they will. 


» | Ib 
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* 
* 


« y the fool to myſelf, they'll be ſnatching.” — Give me an 


egg, aunele, and I'll give thee two crowns, 
Lear. What two crowns ſhall they be? 
Fool. Why, after I have cut the egg i'th' middle and eat 


up the meat, the two crowns of the egg. When thou cloveſt 


thy * crown i'th' middle and gav'ſt away both parts, thou 


bor'ſt thine aſs on thy back o'er the dirt. Thou hadft little 


wit in thy bald crown, when thou gav'ſt thy golden ® one 


away, If I ſpeak like myſelf in . let him be whipp'd that 


firſt finds it © ſo. 
Fools * had ne er leſs e grace i in a year, rh [Singing. 
For wiſe men are grown fob 7555 


And know not how their wits f to wear, 
Their manners are ſo 4505. 


Lear. When were you wont to be ſo full of ſongs, ſirrah! a 


Fool. 1 have us'd it, nuncle, e' er ſince thou mad'ſt thy 
daughters thy s mothers; for when thou gav'lt t them the 


rod, and pur'ſt down thy own breeches, 


Then they for ſudden j joy did weep, | | [ Singing. 


And I. for forrow fung, 
That ſuch a king ſhould play bo- beeh, 
And go the fools among. 


Pr'ythee, nuncle, keep a ſchoolmaſter that can teach thy fool 


to lye; 1 would tain learn to he 


Y So the iſt q. the 55 q. and the = omit the. 
7 The fo's and R. read, Nunc le, give me an s, and, Ke. 
2 Theiſt f. reads CrOWns, 
b F. reads crows for one. 
© W. reads ſooth, i. e. truth, for „5 
P. and all after read ne'er had leſs, &. 
'The 0 s read wit for grace. 
The qu's read do for to. 
$ The qu's read mother. 
à The 1ſt and 2d fo's read foolc. 


e 


Lear. 
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have me whipt for ſpeaking true; thou wilt have me whip 


| parings. 1 


10 care for her! frown ; ” now thou art an O without a 
figure: I am better than thou art now; I am a fool, thou 
art nothing. 


 Generill] ſo your face bids me, tho' you ſay nothing. 


2 That's a ſheal'd peaſcod. 


1 * 


42 


Lear. i If you Iye, k ſirrah, we'll have you whipp'd. 8 
Fool. 1 marvel what kin thou and thy daughters are: they'll 


for lying; and ſometimes I am whipt for holding my peace, 
1 had rather be any kind of thing than a fool, and yet I 
would not be thee, nuncle ; thou haſt pared thy wit o' both 
ſides, and left nothing i'th' middle; here comes one o'th' 


8CENE XIV. 


To 0 them enter Gonerill. 


Lear. How now, daughter? whae makes that frontlet on? 
You are too much of late i'th* frown, _ 
Fool. Thou walt a pretty fellow, when thou hadſt no need 


Yes, forſooth, I will hold my ages 10 i 


Mum, mum, he that keeps n neither cruſt nor AY 
Weary of all, ball want ſome.  [Singings 


| Gen. Not only, fir, v this your all- licens'd fool, 
But 4 other of your inſolent retinue, . 


i The rſt q. the fo's, and R. read and for if. 
K The qu's omit ſirrah. 
1 $0 the qu's; the reſt frouning. 
mn The 2d q. reads thou for now. 
n So the qu's; all the reſt nor. 
W. reads thou'rt for that's. 
p F. reads thus. 
J. reads others. 


Do 


AE IJ. SCENE. KW gg 
Do hourly carp and quarrel, breaking forth 
In rank, and not to be endured riats, * fir, 
I 5 had thought, by making this well-known unto you, 
t To have found a fate redreſs; but now grow fearful, 
By what yourſelf too late have ſpoke and done, 
That you protect this courſe, and put u it on 
By your allowance ; if you ſhould, the fault 
Would not ſcape cenſure, nor the W redreſſes ſleep, 
Which, in.the tender of a wholeſome weal, 
: Might in their working do you that offence, 
x Which elſe were ſhame, that then neceſſity 
„Will call diſcreet # proceeding. 
Fol. For you know, nuncle, 
Tze hedge ſparrow fed the cuckow ſo lung, 
That 3 it had * its head bit off © by its young, _ 
So out went the candle, and we were left darkling, 
| Lear. Are you our daughter? 
Con. 4 Come, fir; | 
1 would you would make uſe of © that good wiſdom, 


r T. V. and 5, omit. fr. | 
So all before P. who omits had; followed by the reſt, 


t $9 all before P. who alters it, . bave; * 1 the reſt 
u The qu's omit it. 


W The qu's read redreſſe. 

Xx The qu's read that for which. 
Y The qu's read muſt for will, Ds 
2 The qu's read proceedings. 

à The 1ſt f. reads its. 

b The qu's read it. 
e The qu's read be it for by its. 
4 All but the qu's omit come, ſir. 


© go the qu's; all the reſt your for that. If we read hour, we * the 
pext clauſe of the ſentence, whereof I know N are fraught, oY 


Whereof 
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f Whereof I know you are fraught, and put away 
Theſe diſpoſitions,. which ef late * transform you 
From what you rightly are. 

Fool. May not an aſs know when the cart t draws the horſe?” 
Whoop, 7ug, I love thee. 

Lear. Does any here know me? i Why this is not Tear, 
Does Lear walk thus? ſpeak thus ? where are, his eyes? 
Either his notion © weakens, ! or his diſcernings 
Are n lethargy d n Hal waking Tis not ſo. TÞ 
Who is it that can tell me who I am? 
Lear's ſhadow? 1 would learn p that; for by the marks 
a Of ſubſtantiality, knowledge, and a e 


I ſhould be faſt perſuaded I bad daughters. 


"_ 
f Perhaps this j is a miſtake of the printer, for wherewith, To be fray ght 
ef, is hardly Engliſh. 1 
8 The qu's read that for which, 
h So the qu's; the reſt tranſport. 
i All but the qu's omit why. 
* The rſt q. reads weaves; the zd q. weakneſs, 
'4 All but the qu's omit 47. . 
m The qu's read lethe⸗ y. 
n The qu's read ee piug or waki, 27 7 ba are tis not the 
o The fo's, R. and F. read 
- who T am. 
Fool. Lear's ſhadow. 
Lear. Tour name, fair gentle woman, c. 
7 All but the qu's omit that. 
4 The qu's read (bating that they have not the two of *s between the 
PR = which are put in by P. and read by T. H. and IF, ) 
Of ſcvereigniy, {of | knowleege, and [of | reaſon, 
T ſnould be falſe perſuaded I had d- ng ters. | 
Now it 15 plain that knowledge and reaſon are not the marks = ſovereignty, 
for then every man would be a king: therefore Shakeſpear could never write 
ſovereignty, as it ſtands in the qu's. Again if we admit of P.'s 9f*s (but it 
Is pnhkely.tt that two omiſñons of the 0 ame word ſhould happen ſo near toge- 


ther N 


Ac T l. SCENE XV. . 35 


r Tool Which 5 of thee will make an obedient father. 
Lear. Your name, fair gentlewoman 5 
Gon. t Come, fir; 

'This admiration is much of the ſavour 

Of other your new pranks. I do belcech you 
To underftand my purpoſes aright. 
» As you are old and reverend, v you ſhould be wiſe, 
Here do you keep * a hundred knights and ſquires, 
Men ſo diſorder'd, ſo ? deboſh'd and bold, 


That this our court infected with their manners, 


Shews like a riotous inn; epicuriſm and luſt 
2 Make a it more like a tavern or a brothel, 


Than "Bhs en palace. c The ſhame itſelf doth ſpeak 


| ther) then by 2 8 explanation of i it, the ſoercignty of knowledge is the uns 
derſtanding. 80 we ſhall have this ſenſe, For by the marks of underſtanding 
and of reaſon T ſhould be falſe perſuaded T had dengbters. Who ſees not how 
bald this is? The plain caſe is this; Lear ſays he wou 'd learn whether he 
s a ſhadow or no: for by knowledge and reaſon, the conſciouſneſs of which 
prove him to be a ſubſtance, he ſhould be fully perſuaded he had daughters; 
though the behaviour of this is enough to make him doubt it. So that the 
ſenſe ſeems naturally to lead' us to alter ſovere 7 8 to e and fa Ie 
to faſt, full, or firm. 
r This ſpeech is omitted in all but the " o 
5 Thequ's read which they will make, &c. $0 that of Foes is ſet down 
con jecturally. | his 
t So the qu's; the reſt omit come, and read fir after atmiration. 
u K. and all after read, you, as you re old, &c. 
w All but the qu's omit you, 
* The iſt q. reads a hundred; the ad one - hundred. 
The gu's read deb. the fo's and R's oct. deboft? d. all as reſt dex 
Jeuch'd. 
2 The fo's read makes. 
4 The qu's omit it. 
b The qu's read great for grac'd. 
© P.'omits the; followed by all but J. 
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For inſtant remedy. Be a then deſir'd | Tom 

By her, that elſe will take the thing ſhe begs, 
* Of fifty to diſquantity your train; 5 


And the f remainder that ſhall ſtill depend, 
Lo be ſuch men as may beſort your age, e 
2 And know themſelves and you. 
Lear. Darkneſs and devils! 
Saddle my horſes, call my train together. 
Degenerate ſtard! I'll not trouble thee; 
Tet have 1 left a daughter. 


Con. You ſtrike my people, and your diforder's rabble 
: Make ſervants of their betters. Cu 


— whe . 
To them Enter Albany, 


"Tier, * Fool! that too late repentſt— i O, fir, are you 
come? Is it Jour will? ſpeak, ſir. [To Alb.] iN Prepare 


my horſes.— „ [79 his ſervants. 
255 Ingratitude, 


4 The qu's read thou for then. | 
© All before P. read a little for of fift 5. 
A little is the common readin g; but it appears from what Leer fays i in the 


next ſcene, that this number fifty was required to * cut off, (which as the 
edition ſtood) is no where ſpecified by Gonerill. 


f So the qu's; all the reſt remainders. 
So the 2d q. the iſt reads that for and; the fo' 's Ry R. whith. 
nh The 1ſt q. reads we that too late repent's; the ad we that too late re 


pent's us : the reſt woe ! that too late repents. But what ſenſe can be made 
of any of theſe readings ? The above is not an unlikely conjecture, 


i The fo's, R. and P. omit O, ſir, are you come? 
k R. and all after direct this whole verſe to be ſpoken to Albany ; but the 
utter part of it is cer tainly ſpoke to his ſervants. He was going to aſk whes 


ther 


% IE. & 


Ingratitude, thou marble-hearted fiend, 

More hideous, when thou ſhew'ſt thee in a child, 

Than the ſea-monſter. =» | 

Alb. m Pray, ſir, be patient. Pe, 3 . 
© Lear. Deteſted kite! thou ® lieft. I Gonerill. 
My train ® are men of choice and rareſt parts, 
That all particulars of duty know, 

And in the moſt exact regard ſupport 

The worſhips of their P name. (0) moſt ſmall fault! 

How ugly didſt thou in Cordelia ſhew ! 


2 Which, like an engine, wrencht my frame of nature 
From the fixt place, drew from my heart all love, 
| And added to the gall. 1 O Lear, Tear 4 


Beat at this gate that let thy folly i in, [Striking his lead. 
And thy dear judgment out. — G0, go, my people. | 
Alb. My lord, I am guiltleſs, as I am ignorant, 

Of what hath moved you “. 


Lear. It may be ſo, my lord— _- f 
Hear, nature, hear; dear goddeſs, e hear! a * 
Suſpend thy purpoſe, if thou didit intend 


| ther it was Albany's will that he ſhould be uſed thus; but his rage and impa- 
tience make him ſtart from the point, and order his horſes a ſecond timo. 
The qu's read 7s it your will that ue prepare any horſes ? 

1 Upton (on Shakeſpear p. 203) conjectures, than ith ſea monſter. 


m H. reads pray you, ſir, be patient. The qu's omit- this ſpeech. 
n The ſt q. reads I/ for lieſt; the tad leſſens 


o The qu's read and for are. 
P Sa the qu's and fo's; all the reſt read names. 
2 The qu's read that for which. 

g So the qu's and H. the reſt read C Lear, Lear, Lear! 
The qu's omit of what hath moved you. 
$ The qu's read harke for hear. 

t This hear is omitted in the qu's. 


i After hear, P. and all after him but 7. read a fathet« 


To 


» i i= £8 


To make this creature frulttül . 


"On 


Into her womb convey ſterility, ESE 


Dry up in her the organs of increaſe, 
And from her derogate body never ſpring 


A babe to honour her! If ſhe muſt teem, b | ws 


Create her child of ſpleen, that it may live, 

And be a ” thwart diſnatur'd torment to her; 

Let it ſtamp wrinkles in her brow of youth, 

I With * cadent tears fret channels in her cheeks ; 3 

Turn all her mother's pains and benefits 

To laughter and contempt; that ſhe may feel 

How ſharper than a ſerpent's- tooth 1 It is, 

To have a thankleſs child.- 
Alb. Now, gods, that we adore, 2 whereof comes this f 

Son. Never afflict yourſelf to know 2 the cauſe, 

* let his diſpoſition have that ſcope, 

b'D hat dotage gives mm 


Re-enter Lear. 


Tear. What, fifty of wy followers at a cp? 
Within a fortnight ?— ; 
Alb. What's the matter, fir 5 


W The qu's read thou'rt diſuttin”d for thwart diſuatur'd. 
* Thequ's read accent tears; I and T. read candent tears, 

F The qu's read So, go, my people. Bat away, awny,. {cems better that 5 
a repetition of the words he had uſed at the end of the ſpecch before. At the 
ſame time (for the fo's and E. direct Exit, which i is omiited by P. and all 
after) he flings out in a rage; but returns preſently to vent more reproaches 
and curſes, which his rage ſuggetted. 
FJ. reads wherefore. 


a So the qu's; the 1ſt f. reads ſor the fanſe, 2 mere of i ; the reſt of it, 
omitting More. 


b The fo's, R. 2. und H: read 4 fob that. 


WE 


Lear; 


* ' Away, away. [Exita - 


— 
13 
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Act 1. SCENE xv. 


— 9 
Life and death! Iam aſhamd 


rar. Tl tell thee 


That thou haſt power to ſhake my manhood thus; (To Gon, 


That theſe hot tears, © which break from me perforce, 


d Should make thee worth them, —Blaſts and fogs upon thee! 


Th' untented woundings of a father's curſe 


e Pierce every f ſenſe about s thee ! Old fond eyes, 
Beweep this cauſe again, III pluck | ye ou, 
And * caſt you, with the waters that you! make, 
To temper clay. ® Ha! n is it come to this? 


Let it be ſo: ?T have another daughter, 
Who, I am fare i is kind and comfortable ; 


When ſhe ſhall hear this of thee with her _ 
She'll 4 flay thy r wolfiſh viſage. Thou ſhalt find, 
That T'll reſume the ſhape, which thou doſt think 
I I have caſt off for ever. 5 Thou ſhalt I warrant thee. 


[Exeunt Lear and attendants, 


0: The. qu's read that for which, | 
d The qu's read Should make the worſt blaſts and lee upon the untented 


(2d q. untender, ſo P.) woundings, &c. 


e The ad q. read peruſe for pierce. 
f W. reads fence. 
8 Thequ's read he old fond eyes, 1 


h So the qu's, 1ſt f. T. V. and 7. the other fo O Aer the once again; 


RN. P. and H. beweep her once again. 


i The qu's read you for ye. 

k The qu's read you caſt for caſt you. | 

1 So the qu's; the 1ſt and ad fo's looſe for make; ; the reſt 2 

m The qu's read yea for ha! | 

n The rſt q. reads is't for is 1. The fo's and R. omit is it come 0 this? 
o The qu's omit let it be ſo. 
P The qu's read yet have I left a daughter. 

4 The qu's read flay; all the reſt flea, 

r So T. V. and Fo the reſt wolviſh. | 

S All but the qu's omit thou ſhalt 1 warrant thee, 


D _— —SCENE 


„ in G k E 1 


SCENE XVI 


Con. Do you mark that, my lord! ? 
Aub. I cannot be ſo partial, Gonerill, 
Jo the great love I bear you, — 


Gon. u Pray you, be content. * What, wald, ho! 


You | ſir, more knave than — after your maſter. [To the 


fool. 


Fol Nuncle Lear, nuncle Lear, tarry, * 2 and take the fool 


with 2 thee. 
A fox, when one has caught her, 
And ſuch a daughter, 
Should ſure to the laughter, 
If my cap would buy a halter; 


So the fool follows after. 5 Ckrir. | 
v Gon. This man hath had good counſel. . hundred knights! 


©0775 tolitic, and ſafe, to let him keep 
At point a hundred knights ; yes, that on ev'ry dream, 
Each buz, each fancy, each complaint, di Mile, 

He may enguard his dotage with their powers, 
And hold our lives © at mercy. Oſwald, 7 ſay. 
Alb. Well, you may fear too — 


t All but the qu's omit my lord. 
uv The gu's read come, ſir, no more, for pray Yates be content. 
w Be is not in the fo's; K. firſt puts it iu. 
* The qu's omit what, Oſwald, bo! 
. qu's omit ſir. 
2 All but the qu's omit aud. 
2 The qu's omit thee. 
b What is in italic is omitted in the qu's. 
e H. reads is't for 'tis. 
4 The fo's and K. read in for at. 


a 


3 


ren W. #@& 


Gon. Safer than truſt too far. 

Let me till tale away the harms I fear, 
Net fear ftill to be © taken. 1 know his heart * 
What he hath utter d, I have writ my ſiſter; 
If * ſbe ſuſtain him and his hundred | knights, j 
When 1 have ſhew'd th! —— 


Enter Steward. 4 


s How now, Ofiwald? 4 

What, have you writ that letter to my ſiſter : F 

Stew. h Yes, madam. 

Gon. Take you ſome company, i and: away to horſe ; 1 
Inform her full of my particular * fears, 

And thereto add ſuch reaſons of your own, 

As may compact it more. I Go, get you gone, 

And m haſten your return. N [Exit Steward. 
n No, no, my od, 5 

» This milky, gentle, caly courſe of yours, 


© P. and all after but J. read harn'd for taken. 

f So the xſt and 2d fo's: the reſt ſhe'll, 

8 The qu's read —— what Oſwald, 50. 

Ofſw. Here, madam. 

. Gon. What have you writ this letter, Sc. 5 

h $0 the qu's, the fo's, J. the reſt 27. 

i P. and H. omit and. 

k The fo's, R. and F. read fear. : 

1 There is no word in the place of go in cither qu 5, fo 8, or R. P. puts 
, followed by the reſt, | 

m For haſten the ad q. reads after, 

n The qu's read now, my lord, &c. 

0 All the editions read this milky (2d q. mildie ) gentleneſs and courſe, &c; 
So chat che alteration 3 in the text Is conjectural, e 
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theſe letters. — 
Kent.] Acqualot my daughter no further with any thing you 
know, than comes from her demand out of the letter ; if 
your diligence be not of ſpeedy, [ ſhall be there b before you. | 


LE A K. 


Though I ? condemn 4 not, yet under r your pardon, 
5 You are much more * at raſk for want of wiſdom, 


Than  prais'd for x harmleſs mildneſs. 
Alb. How far your eyes may pierce, I cannot tell; 


7 Striving to better, oft we mar r what's well. 


Gon. Nay, then—— 


Alb, Well, well, th' event. ¶Exeunt. 


8 . * N E XVII. 


2 4 court- yard belonging fo the Duke of Albany s palace, 


Enter, Lear, Kent, 1 Gentleman, and Fool. 


1 [to a Gentleman. ] Go you before to Gh fer with 
- You with this to my daughter Regan. [ts | 


op The qu's 1 diſlike for 1 
4 After condemn, P. and all after read it. 


r Your is conjectural, being in none of the editions. 

8 The ſt f. reads your are, &c. 88 
t For at taſk the iſt q. reads attaſkt ; which perhaps Shakeſpear might 
have written, meaning thereby call 'd to taſk, The 2d + wende alapt for 


4 taſk. 


The gu's read praiſe, 
x $0 H. P. and H. the reſt read harmful. 
Ihe qu's read ſtriving to better ought, we mar, &c. 
2 This deſcription of the ſcene firſt given by T. followed by IF. and F. 
. The qu's omit, the reſt add Gentleman atter Kent: and rightly: for it 
is plain the letter to Kegan was ſent by Kent; thoſe to Glo fer by another ; 


ot order to Kent is left out; I have therefore eri it. 


b So th. qu 's; all the reſt efore. 


Kent. 


Kent, I will not ſleep, my lord, till I have delivered your 
letter. = | [Extt. 
Fool. If a man's © © brains 4 were in his heels, wer 't not in 


danger of kibes ? 
Lear. Ay, boy. | 
Fool. Then I pr ythee, be merry, thy wit | hall e not go 
ſipſhod. 2 
Lear. Ha, ha, ha. 
Fool. Shalt fee, thy other daughter will aſe thee kindly ; 
for though ſhe's as like this as a crab's like an apple, yee'l 
can tell what I can tell. | 
Lear. 5 Why what can't thou tell, my boy ? 
Fool. She will taſte as like this, as a crab does to a crab. 
Thou can'ſt not tell why one's noſe ſtands 1 | th middle i of 
one 's face? 
Lear. No. 


Fool. Why to k keep one's eyes of either 1 fide one $ noſe, 

that what a man cannot ſmell © out, he may 7 fpy into, 

| Lear. I did her wrong- 
Fool. Can'ſt tell how an 7 makes his ſhell: 2 
Lear. No. 


Fool. Nor 1 neither; but I can tell why a ſnail has a houſe. 
Lear. Why? 5 


3 alters this to FD followed by all OR 
d The iſt q. reads where. 

e Thequ's read nere for not. 

Ff The qu's read I con what I can tell. 
s So the qu's; the reſt what car'ſt tell, boy ? 3 

h So the qu's; the rſt and 2d fo's thou can ft tell, &c. the 3d f. and all 
after can'ſt thou tell, &c. : 

i The qu's read of his face; the fo? s and R. on's face. 

k The qu's read keep his eyes on either ſide his noſe, & 

, The fo's read ſide's noſe, Cc. 
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Fool. Why, to. put”: s head in, not to give it awiy. m 0 his 


"IM mene, and leave his horns without a caſe. 


Lear. I will forget my nature. — 80 kind a _— * — 
Be my horſes ready? 


Fool. Thy aſſes are gone about thin. The Nn why 


the ſeven ſtars are no more than ſeven, is 4 pretty reaſon, 


Lear. Becauſe they are not eight. 

Fool. Yes o indeed; thou would'ſt make a 800d fool. 
Lear. To take't again perforce—— Monſter ingratitude! 
Fool. If ? thou wert my fool, nunele, Pd have thee beaten 


for being old before thy time. 


Lear. How's that? 1 
Fool. Thou ſhouldſt not have been old, 4 before thon badſt 


5 been wiſe. 


Lear. * O, let me not be mad, not mad, ſweet hear n! 
Keep me in temper; ; I would not be mad, 


Enter G entleman 5 


, How now, are > the horſes ready? ? 


Gent. Ready, my lord. 
Lear. Come, boy. 


Fool. She that's * a maid now, and laugh at my departure, 
Shall not be a maid long, u unleſs things be cut ſhorter. 


[Excunt, 


m The 2d q. reads unto for to, 

n The qu's read daughter. 

o The qu's omit indeed. 

P $ the qu's, and two [ſt fo's; the reſt you were. 
1 So the qu's; the reſt till for before. 


r Thequ's read O Jet me not be mad, ſweet heaven 4 / I world not be mad, 


keep me, &c. 


9 The qu's omit how now. 
t The gu's omit 4. 
u Tue Ju s read eacept for enter 


1 
1 
* 2 
* 
* 


GAVE thee, Gin: - 


"WF Þ .$onwh®% © 


IJOLUHE LF 
A caftle belonging to the Earl of Glo'ſter, 
| Enter Edmund and Curan, ſroeralh. 


Edmund. 


Guran. And you, Ar. 1 have been with your father, 


and given him notice that the Duke of Cornwall, and * Regan 5 
his Dutcheſs, will be here with him b this night. 


Edm. How comes that? 
Curan. Nay, I know not; you have heatd ny the news 


abroad ; I mean the whiſper'd ones; for e they are "= but 
L ear- kiſſing arguments. 


Edm. Not I; pray you, what are they? 


© Cur. Have you heard of no likely wars towards Twixt 
the f two Dukes of Cornwall and | Albany. 
Edm. Not a word. 


Cur. You may s then in time. Fare you well, fir. Exit. 


2 The qu's omit Regan. 
b The qu's omit to-night. 
© The 9. 's read there for eye 
d The qu's read ear- buſſing. 
e The two ſpeeches i in italic are omitted 1 in the 2d * 
f All but the q. omit two. 


E After may all but the qu's inſert do. 


A _ 8 ** 


$6 KING IL. E A R. 


SCENE, I. 


Fm, The duke be here to-night ? the better! beſt! 
This weaves itſelf perforce into my buſineſs ; | 
My father hath ſet guard to take my brother,. 
And I have one thing of a h queazy queſtion 
"'Þ Which [ myſt act. Briefneſs, and fortune work! 
Brother, a word, Deſcend. Cs I ſay ;— 
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_ My ler watches; Ok cr, fly this place, 

g | lll Wo Intelligence is given where you are hid; 
- You have now the good advantage of the night 
Have you not ſpoken 'gainſt the Duke of Cornwall ' aught? 
He's coming hither now 1 'th* night, w th? haſte, 
And Regan with him; have you nothing ſaid 

n Upon his party 'gainſt the Duke of Albany! FE 


0 ? Advile yourſelf. 
— i Fag. I'm ſure on't, not a word. 
D Edm. I hear my father coming. Pardon me 


p In cunning, I muſt draw my ſword upon you— 
5 Draw ; ſeem to defend yourſelf. 


3 iii | h The qu' ; read gueſie. | 
1 5 i The qu's read which muſt aſke preefueſſe and POO Pp; 
on k The qu's omit fir. 
1 All but the qu's omit aught., 
m P. omits 7th, H. reads in for 110. 
n J. would read againſt his party for the Duke of . 
o The qu's read adviſe your. 
P The qu's read in cravig, he 
2 Thequ's omit draw, 


ACT H. SCENEIM. 7 


Now, quit you well „ . 
yield Come before n my father r Light Wd, here! 
Fly, brother t Torches, torches !——So farewell. 


7 [Exit Edgar. 
: Some blood, drawn on me, would beget opinion [Wounds 


| his arm. 
of my more Geree: endeavour. I have deen drunkards 


Do more than this in ſport. Father! father! 
Stop, ſtop. No help? 


e 
L 


$ ek NE MM 
To him enter Glo'ſter and ured with torches. 


"ab Now, Edmund, where's the villain ? 


Edm. Here ſtood he in the dark, his ſharp ſword out, 
* Mumbling of wicked charms, conj'ring the moon 
To ſtand w his auſpicious miſtreſs. 
: Gl. But where is he? 
Edm. Look, fir, I bleed. 
Glo. Where is the villain, Edmund ? 


Edm. Fled this way, ſir, when by no means he could — 
Glo. Purſue him, * ho! Go after. By no means, what ? ? 


Edm. Perſuade me to the murther of your lordſnip; ; 
But that, I told * the 7 revenging gods . 


'F The qu's _ Uebe beere, hay, 

The qu's read fiie, brother, flie. 
t So the qu's and rſt f. the reſt have torches but once. 
» The qu's read warbling for mumbling. 

* The xt and 2d fo's omit his, 

Xx The qu's omit ho / 

Y The qu's read revengive. 


Gainſt 
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38 T1 DL A . 
Gainſt parricides did all * their a thunders bend, 


Spoke' with how manifold and ſtrong a bond 


The child was bound to th' father.——Sir, b in fine, 


Seeing how lothly oppoſite I ſtoodd 
To his unnatural purpoſe, © in fell motion 
With his prepared ſword he charges home 
My unprovided body, * lanc'd my arm; 

© But when he ſaw my beſt f alarum'd ſpirits 


Bold in the quarrels 8 right, rouz'd to th' encounter, 


Or whether h *ghaſted by the noiſe 1 made, 


I Full ſuddenly he fled. 


Glo, Let him fly far; 
Not in this land ſhall he remain uncaught ; * 


2 80 the qu's and 5 all the reſt read the for their, © 
2 So the qu's; all the reſt read thunder, 

b The qu's read in a fine. 
© The qu's read with for in. 


K And found—Diſpatch—The noble Dake n my maſter, 
My m worthy arch and patron comes to- night; 
By his authority I will proclaim 1 WW. --. 

: That he which finds him thal deſerve our thanks, 


4 The rſt q. reads lancht; the 2d launcht; ſo R. P. and H. the fo's lach d. 


© Sothequ's; all the reſt read and for but. 


f so the qu s, and rſt, 2, and 3d fo's ; the 4th . alarm d; all the reſt. 


elarmed. 
e The rſt q. reads rights. 


geſted, 
i The qu's 1 but for full. 


k W. reads and found, diſpatch'd, 2 
T. reads my. worthy and arch-patron, c. 


m The àth f. reads worth. 


n T. 's duodecimo reads who for which; followed by 1. and J. 


b *Ghaſted, contraction of aghafted, i. e. afrighted. Al editions read 


2 


Bringing 


ACT H. SCENE u.. 


39 


Bringing the murderous o caitiff to the — 3 
He that conceals him, deatg. 
Edm, When I diſſuaded him from his intent, 

And found him pight to do it, with curſt peck 

I threaten'd to diſcover him. He replied, 
Thou unpoſſeſſing baſtard! doſt thou think 
If I would ſtand againſt thee, ? could the 1 repoſure 
Of any truſt, virtue, or- worth 1 in thee. 


Make thy words faith'd? no; © what I ſhould deny 

(As this I would, ay, though. thou didſt produce . 

My very character) * I'd turn it all 

To thy ſuggeſtion, plot, and damned v profiie z - 

And thou muſt make a dullard of the world, 
If they not thought the profits of my death 

Were ” very pregnant and potential * ſpurs 
To make thee ſeek it. 0 [Trumpets within, 

Glo. * * and faſten'd villain ! 


N 


0 80 the qu s; | the reſt coward for alf. . 5 — 1 
P so the qu's; all the reſt world for could, except H. who omits it here, i 
and inſerts would in the next line but one, would make thy _ GC. | I 
d So the qu's; all the reſt repofal. 5 9 | 'Y 
r The fo's read what ſhould T den); R. and P. by what I ſpould liv; H. | » 
what I 'd deny. W. ſays, the ſenſe and grammar requires we ſhould read and 
point, when T ſhould deny; followed by J. but the ſenſe is plain with- 
out alteration; what I ſhould wad myſelf to be 9 of, I would lay to o thy 
charge. 
s So the qu's; the fo's and R. had left out ay; P. to complete the mea- 
ſure reads although for ay, though ; followed by all the reſt. 
t The three firſt fo's read I'd; the 4th 1'll; H. read would for 1 d. 
u The qu's read pretence for prattice. 
w S. omits very, which is in all the editions beſides. | | 
x The fo's and R. read ſpirits for ſpurs. | 
8s the qu's; the fo's and R. 0 ſtrange and faſten'd villain ! f P. and all 
after, O ſtrange, aſten d villain. 35s 


Would 


bo KING LE AR. 


e 


. 


Would he deny his letter ?—7'I never got "RR — 

Hark, the duke's trum pets! I know not * why be comes. 
All ports I'll bar; the villain ſhall not ſcape; 

The duke muſt grant me that; beſides, his picture 

I will ſend far and near, that all the kingdom 

May have * due note of him. And of my land, 

Loyal and natural boy, Ill work the means 

To make thee capable, 
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Enter Cornwall, Regan, and attendants. 


Corn. How now, my noble friend! ? Since I came hither, 
Which I can call but now, I have heard b ſtfange news. 


Reg. If it be true, all vengeance comes too ſnort, 
Which can purſue th' offender. How e does my lord? 

Glo. * O madam, my old heart! is crack' d, it's crack d. 

Reg. What, did my father's godſon ſeek your life? 
He whom my father nam'd ? Your Edgar? T8 

Glo. 5 O lady, lady, ſhame would' have it hid. 

Reg. Was he not companion with the riotous knights, - 


„ Afeer letter, 2 ze? is inſerted, and I never got him omitted, by the 
fo's, R. P. and H. H. puts hark! at the end of this line n; vp 
the meaſure, reading hark! twice. | 

4 For why, the 1ſt f. reads 10 her; the other fo' s where. 

2 Thequ's omit due. 

b The fo's and R. read ſtrangeneſs for firange neus. 
e Thequ's and 1ſt f. read oft for does, 
d The qu's omit 0. 
e The qu's read 7s for it's. 
f After Edgar H. puts he? to complete the meaſure, 
5 For 0 the qu's read I, . e. ay. 


That : 


That h tend upon my father? 
C6. I know not, madam. 'Tis too 5 bad too bad. 
Edm. Yes, madam, he was i of that conſort. 
Reg. No marvel then, though he were ill-affeted; 
"Tis they have put him on the old man's death, 
To have K the waſte and ſpoil of 1 his revenues. 
I have this preſent evening from my ſiſter 
Been well inform'd of them; and with ſuch cautions, 
That if they come to ſojourn at my N 
I'Il not be there. 
corn. ® Nor I, aſſure thee, Regan. 
Edmund, In hear that you have ſhewn your father 
A child-like office. 
Eqdm. * "Twas my duty, fir. 
Ch. He did ? bewray his practice, and receiv d | 
This hurt you ſee, "OC to — him. 
Corn. Is he purſued? 
Clo. Ay, my good lord 24. 
orn. It he be taken, he ſhall never more 
Be fear'd of doing harm. Make ; your own n purpoſe, 


h The qu 's read tends; the fo's, R. and P. tended ; H. tended on for 
tend upon. 

1 The qu's omit of that conſort; 

k so the rſt q. the 2d for the waſte and ſpoil reads theſe 
all the reſt th expence and waſte, 
4: Before his the 2d q. reads this ; ms three Laſt fo's, R. P. and H. owit 
His. 

m T. s duodecimo reads nor «I I aſſure thee, Cc. which W. and J. follow. 

n The qu's read heard. 

o So the qu's, T. V. and J.; the rſt and 2d fo's it was; the 2d, 3d, and 
R. it is; P. and H. it's. | 
o The qu's read betray, 

4 After lord, H. adds he is, 
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| You we firſt ſeize on. 


62 Ei LEST. 


How in my ſtrength you pleaſe. v As for you, Edmund, 


Whoſe virtue and obedience * doth in this inſtance 

So much commend itſelf, you ſhall be ours 

Natures of ſuch deep truſt we hal much need . 
Edm. I ſhall ſerve you *© truly, 

However elſe. 
Glo. v For him I thank your grace. 
Corn. You know not why we came to viſit 7ou— | 
Reg. Thus out of ſeaſon x threading dark-ey'd right ; 


Occaſions, noble Glofter, of ſome v poiſe, 
Wherein we muſt have uſe of your advice. 


Our father he hath writ, ſo hath our ſiſter, 


Of differences, which I * beſt thought it fit 

To anſwer from our * home: the ſev'ral meſſengers 
From hence attend diſpatch. Our good old friend, 
Lay comforts to your boſom ; and beſtow 

Your needful e to our © © bulinels, 


r The qu's and ft f. omit as. | 
s This is Heath's conjecture, from W's n (followed by J.) whoſe 


virtue and obedience in this inſtauce ſo much commends, c. The editions be- 
fore read doth this inſtant, &c. N 


t After you, all but the qu's read ſir. 
u P. and all after omit for him. 55 
W f. 's duodecimo, P. and H. give this firſt line of re ſpeech to 


Cernwall; but without neceſſity; for Regan may be here ſuppoſed officiouſly 


to complete Cornwall's ſentence, 


x Thequ's read threatring ; J. conjectures trends; 


Y So the 1ſt q. and V.; all the reſt * for * 
A The 2d q. reads defences, 


2 The iſt q. reads Je, for beſt. 
b The 2d q. reads hand for home, 
e Sothequ's; the reſt eus. 


Which 


ACT u. Ss ENE v. 6 


Which d craves the inſtant uſe. 
Glo. I ſerve you, madam. a 
Jour graces are right welcome, Ion. 


= 


E nter * and S feward, ſeverally. : 


8 Good 6 even to thee, friend. Art of f the houſe ? 
Kent. Ay. 

Stew. Where may we let our horſes 1 

Kent. I th mire. 

Stew. Pr 'ythee, it thou £ lov'ſt me tell me. : 

Kent. I love thee nor. 

Stew. Why then I care not for thee. 
Kent. If 1 had thee in ® __ A 1 would make 


mt thee care for me, 


Stew. Why doſt thou uſe me thus} ? 1 know thee not. 
Kent. Fellow, I know ther. 5 
Stew. What doſt thou know me for? ? 


Kent. A knave, a raſcal, an eater of broken meats, a baſe, 
proud, ſhallow, beggarly, three-ſuited, hundred- pound, 
filthy, worſted-ſtocking knave; a lily-liver'd, action-taking 

* knave; ' a whoreſon, glaſs-gazing, m ſuper-ſerviceable, 


d 80 the qu's 1 fo s; the reſt crave. | 


e So thequ's; P. and T. evening; W. lung: the reſt dawning. 
f So the qu's; the reſt this for the, 


8 The qu's read love for lov'ſt. 
b Perhaps Ledbury, 

i The qu's read three-ſhewted, 

* The fo's, R. P. and H. omit kxave. 
The fo's, R. P. and H. omit 4. 

m The qu's omit ſuper ſerviceable. 


finical 


b 
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® finical rogue; one-trunk-inheriting ſlave; one that wouldſt 
be a bawd in way of good ſervice; and art nothing but the 
compoſition of a knave, beggar, pander, and the fon and 
heir of a mungril bitch; one whom I will beat into cla- 
morous whining, if thou 4 deny'ſt the leaſt ble of * thy = 
addition. 
"ow. * Why, what a monſtrous fellow art thou, thus to 
rail on one, that is neither known of thee, nor knows thee! 
85 Kent. What a brazen-fac'd varlet art thou, to deny thou 5 

knoweſt me! Is it two days * ago, ſince I tript up thy heels, 
and beat thee before the king? Draw, you rogue; for, tho 
it be night, yet the moon. ſhines ; I'll make a ſop o'th* moon · 
ſhine of you. Draw, you whoreſon, cullionly barber- 
monger, 8 [Drawing his ſword. 
Stew. Away, I have nothing to do with thee. 
Kent. Draw, you raſcal, * You come with letters againſt 


the king; and take Vanity the puppet's part, againſt the 
royalty of her father. Draw, you rogue, or I'll ſo carbonado 
pour ſhanks— Draw, you raſcal ; come your ways. 


Stew. Help, ho! murther! help!— 
Kent. Strike, you ſlave; ſtand, rogue, ſtand ; you neat. 


ſlave, ſtrike. a; i n him. 
Stew. Help, ho! y murther ! murther! 


n The qu's A ſuper-finical, 
© The qu's omit one. 
p Theiſtand 2d fo's read clamours. 
q The qu's read deny. 
r The qu's read the for thy. 
The qu's omit why. 
t The fo's, R. P. and H. omit ago, 
u The qu's read beat thee and tript up thy beels. 
All but the qu's omit draw. 
The qu's read you bring letters, Ce. 
The qu's read murther ! help? 


SCENE 


dern . 
Enter Edmund z, Cornwall, Regan, Glo'ſter, and ſervants, 


Edm. How now, what's the matter? a Part 

Kent. With you, goodman boy, Þ it you pleaſe come 

Il fleſh you; come on, young maſter. 5 

Glo. Weapons? arms? what's the matter here? 

Corn, Keep peace, upon your lives; he dies, that ftrikes : 

again. What's the matter ? | 

Reg. The meſſengers from our ſiſter and the king, 

Corn. What is your difference ? _ 

Stew. I am ſcarce in breath, my lord. 

Kent. No marvel, you have ſo beſtirr'd your valour, you 

cowardly raſcal, Nature diiclaims © al ſhare in thee: a tay- 
lor made thee. 5 

Corn. Thou art a ſtrange fellow. A taylor make a man? 2 

Kent. d Ay, a taylor, ſir; a ſtone· cutter, or a painter 

could not have made him ſo ill, tho?! they had been but : 

' * two hours s at the trade. 

Corn. Speak you, how grew your quarrel ? 

Stew. This ancient ruffian, fir, wu life I have e ſpar'd at 

uit of his grey beard—— 1 

The qu s read after Edmund, with bis ahr drawn, | 

2 The qu's omit par. 5 

bd The au s read and for if. 

© The qu's and fo's omit all ſhare; theſe words a are firſt bappie by 2. 

4 The fo's, R. P. and H. omit ay. 


* The qu's read he for they. 


f Fo's and R, read two years. 
s So the qu's; the reſt oh trade. 
k All but P. and H. read yet for you. 
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Kent. Thou whorſon zed! thou unneceſſary letter! My 


lord, if you will give me leave, I will tread this unbolted vil- 


lain into mor tar, and daub the | wall of a iakes with him. 
Spare my grey beard? you wagrail! n 
Corn. Peace, * ſirrah! 


You beaſtly knave, 1 know you no reverence ?. 


Kent. Yee, fir, but anger hath a priviledge. 
Corn. Why art thou angey.;..: 
Kent. That ſuch a ſlave as this ſhould wear a ſword, 
m Who wears no honeſty. Such ſmiling rogues as theſe, 
Like rats, oft bite n thoſe 9 holy cords ? a-twain 
q Which are too intricate 5 tunloole ; © ſmooth ev ry paſſion 
That in the ® natures of their lords rebel; 
* Bring oil to y fire, ſnow to z their colder 3 


C Renege, affirm, and. turn their halcyon beaks 


i The qu's read walls. 
k The qu's read ſir for firrah, 
1 Thequ's read you haue no reverence. 
m The qu's read that for who. 
n so the qu's and P.; the reſt the for thoſe, 
o Thequ's and P. omit holy. 
p so the qu's, fo's, and R. P. alters this to in twain; followed by the reſt. 
4 8s the qu's, fo s, and R. P. omits which are; followed by the reſt. 
r For intricate the qu's read intrench ; the fo's and R. intrince, H. intrin- 
lick; T. N. and - A intrinſi ſcale; intricate is P.'s conjecture. : 
The qu? s read to inlooſe. 
t so all before P. who alters it to ſooth; followed by the reſt, 
u so all before P.,; he and all after nature. 
W go all before 5. he and all after rebels, but perhaps ev 'ry paſſ on 
(i. e. all the paſſions) will admit of a Plural verb, as well as a ſingular. 
* The fo's and R. read being for bring. 
The qu's read ſtir for fire. 
2 The fo's read the for their. 
The qu's read reneag, the rſt I revenge, 
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With evry v gale and vary of their maſters, 


© Knowing nought, like dogs, but following. 


A plague upon your epileptic viſage 


d Smile you my ſpeeches, as I were a fool ? bs 
Gooſe, © if I had you upon Sarum- -plain, 


I'd f drive ye cackling home to 8 Camelot. 


— 


Corn. What art thou mad, old fellow 1 
Glo. How fell you out? fay that. 
Kent. No contraries hold more antipathy, 


Than I and ſuch a knave. „ 


Corn. Why doſt ou. call him khave? 2 h Whats s his of: 


: fence ? 


| Kent. His countenance likes me not. 5 
Corn. No more, perchance, does mine, or or his, or hers. 
| Kent. Sir, *tis my occupation to be lain; . 


have ſeen better faces in my time, 
Than k ſtands on any ſhoulder that 1 ſee 


Before me at this inſtant. 
Corn. This i is ! ſome _ 


d The iſt A derb co for gale. 3 

e Before knowing P. inſerts as; followed by the 40 
d The 1ſt q. reads ſmoyle for ſmile; the ad 0 and ore firſt fo's ole. 
e The iſt q. reads and for if 
f The qu's read ſend for drive. 
s The qu's read Camulet. | 
In the parts of Somerſetſbire near Camelot there are many large moors upon 


LOS 


which great numbers of geeſe are bred, ſo that many other places in 2 85 . 


are from thence ſupplied with quills and feathers, H. 
Camelot was the place where the Romances fay Arthur kept his court in 

the weſt ; fo this alludes to ſome proverbial ſpeech in thoſe romances. - 
h So the qu s; the reſt what is bis fault? 
i So the qu's; the reſt nor bis, nor hers. 
* so all before P.; he and all after Hand. 
1 The qu's read a for ſome, 5 


"me 


2 Ts E 2 | —— Who 


86 SY 6 LEAK 
Who having been prais'd fot bluntneſs, doth affect 
A fawcy n roughneſs; and conſtrains the garb, 
Quite from his nature. He cannot flatter, he! 
© An honeſt mind and plain, he muſt ſpeak truth; 
An they will take it, ſo; if not, he's plain. 
Theſe kind of knaves I know, which i in this plainneſs 
Harbour more craft, and 9 more corrupter ends, 
Than twenty * ſilky ducking obtervants, 
That ſtretch their duties nicely. 
* Kent. Sir, in good ſooth, t or in ſincere verity, 
Under th? allowance of your e grand aſpect, 
Whoſe influence, like the wreath of radiant fire 
On * flickering Phoebus' front- 
Corn. What mean'lt * thou hg this! 3 
Kent. To go out of my dialect, which you Mſcorimicd ſo 
much. I know, fir, I am no flatterer ; he that beguil'd you 
in a plain accent was a plain knave; which for my part I will 


not be, though I ſhould win your diſpleaſure to entreat me - 


to it. | 
Corn. Y What was the alice you gare him ? 3 


Stew. * I never gave bim any. 
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m The qu's W ruffines. 
u $0 all before P., he and all after can't. 
© "The du's read he muſt ſpeak plain, &c, 
p The qu's, fo's, and R. read and. 
2 P. and H. read far for more. 
r 80 H. and /.; the reſt ſilly. ua 
.-3 Sothequ's; all the reſt faith for 2 
t All but the qu's omit or. PE 
u The fo's and R. read great for grand. us 
* The fo's and R. read flicking. 8 8 
X* All but the qu's omit how. 
Y Thequ's read what's th offence, Ce. 
2 H. reads never any, &c. - 
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Aer II. SCENE vi. 


It pleas'd the king his ah very ; late 

To ſtrike at me upon his miſconſtruction, 
When he * conjunct, and flattering his diſpleaſure, 
Tript me behind ; being down, inſulted, rail'd, 
And put upon him ſuch a deal of man, < that 
That worthied him ; got praiſes of the king, 
For him attempting who was ſelf-ſubdued ; 
And, in the 4 fleſnment of this dread exploit, 
Drew on me here again. 

Kent. None of theſe rogues and cowards, 
But Hjax is their e fool. | 

Corn, * Bring forth the ſtocks, = ho! 


You ſtubborn * ancient e you i rev rend braggart, 


We'll teach you—— 

Kent, Sir, I am too old to learn. 

Call not your ſtocks for me: I ſerve the king; 

On whoſe K imployment I was ſent to you. 
You ! ſhall do ſmall m reſpect, ſhew too bold malice 
Againſt the grace and perſon « of my maſter, 8 

n Stocking his mn. 


2 So the qu's and fo's ; ; the feſt 1 8 

d The fo's and R. read compact for conjunF. 
5 e o the qu's, T. VV. and J.; the reſt omit this firſt that, 
4 The qu's read flechuent. = 
e Jy. conjectures foil, but puts it not in his text. 
: f So the qu's; the reſt fetch for bring. 
Z All but the qu's omit ho! 

bi The qu's read miſcreant for ancient, 

i The 2d q. reads unreverent. 

* The qu's read imployments. 

I The qu's read ſpould for ſpall. 

m The fo's and K. read reſpedts. 
The qu's read ſtopping for ſtocking. 


” 
—— III on 2 AO VT Ae oa - 


You P could not uſe me ſo. 


Our ſiſter * ſpeaks of,” © Come, bring away the ſtocks.” ha 


His fault is much, and the good king his maſter © | 
Wil check him for't. Your purpos'd low correction 
4s fuch, as baſe N and contemnedft wretches : 
For pi If rings and moſt common treſpaſſes, . 


Should have him thus reſtrain' d. 


foot of three ſyllables would have occurred. Beſides, baſeſt and meaneſt : are 
— i aonymous terms: contemnedſt is the conſequence of baſe =: - 


70 KING LEAR 


Corn. Fetch forth the ſtocks ; J 
As I have life o and honour, there ſhall he ſit till 1 noon, © | 
Reg. Till noon { ? till night, my lord, and all night too. . 
Kent. Why, madam, if I were your father's dog, | 


Reg. Sir, being his- knave, I will. a [Stocks brought cul. 
Corn, This is a fellow of the 1 ſelf ſame * nature 


Gl. Let me beſeech your grace not to do ſo; . 


Are puniſh'd with ; x the king mult, take it All... 
That y he, ſo flightly valued in his meſſenger, 


Corn, I TH anſwer chat. 


— . omits and honour. 
p The fo's and R. read ſould not. 
4 The ad q. omits ſe!f. 
The fo's and R. read colour for nature: . 
The iſt q. reads ſpeake.. e Oe” „„ con 
r P. and H. omit come. 0 | 

u What 3 is in italic is omitted 3 in the fo? s and R. 

w 'ne qu's read temneſt; P. and the reſt the meaneft : but the particle the 
does not read ſo well before meaneſt, unleſs it had been placed before baſe eſt 
too; and which Shakeſpeare would have done i in this caſe, notwithſtanding ; a 


= 


<4 3 


= 


x The fo's and N. read the king his maſter needs muſt take it il, &c. 
So the rſt and 2d fo's; the qu 8, and 3d and 4th fo's read he's for he, 


which led K. to read to have in the next line for One have; followed by . 
and 23 ; | 


HI. reads yet much worſe, 


To 


r —— —u—ſãg.W 1 —— 2 —— nn petrcmaggag 


A T H. SCENE vn. 51 


To have her * gentleman abue'd; aſſaulted, 


> For following her — Put in his legs [Kent 7 is put i in 


5 the flocks. 
Come, my © good lord, any. £ [Excunt Regs and 1 Coen. 


s o E N E vn. 


605. J am ſorry for thee, friend; 'tis the duke's pleaſure, 
Whoſe diſpoſition, all the world well knows, - 
Will not be rubb'd nor ſtopt. Tl intreat for thee. | 
Kent. Pray, do not, fir. I've watch'd and travell'd hard; 
- Sometime I ſhall ſleep © out, the reſt III whiſtle. : 

A good man's fortune may grow out at heels. 
Give you good morrow. 


Glo, T he duke's to blame in this, wil be ill | tien. : 


Exit. 
Kent. Good king, that muſt approve the common 8 ſaw, 


OT. . Thou out of heav'n' 8 benediction com'ſt 


To the warm ſun! ! 


i Approach, thou beacon to this under globe, closing ub fo 


the moon. 


2 The iſt q. reads gentlemen. ; 
b The fo's and R. omit this line. 
© so the iſt q. all the reſt omit good. 5 
d This is called Scene VI. in P. and H. they alſo call the foregoing Scene 
the VIth, miſcounting to the end of this act. 
© The rſt q. reads ont for out. 
5 The qu's read tooke for taken. 


8 An old proverbial ſaying, applied to thoſe who are turned out of houſe 


and home, deprived of all the comforts of life exceptiy 2 the common bene- 
fits of the air and ſun, H. 
h For thou FJ. reads that, in no edition before. 


i Theſe lines from r to reme lies are om: itted in H. s text, as not 
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But miſery, I know. — Tis from Cordelia, [Opening the letter. 
Who hath moſt fortunately been inform'd 
| of my obſcured courſe— 8 and al * time Rabe 151 


From this enormous fate N ſeeking to give 


Take vantage, heavy eyes, not to behold 
This ſhameful lodging. 
For tune, good night; 5 ſmile once more 3 turn thy wheel. 


And, by the happy hollow of a tree, 


p Does not attend my taking. Whiles I may ſcape, 


all the reſt there is a period after miſery. 


and does not know what to make on't. 


: — 
& A 


That by thy comfijriable beams 1 may 
Peruſe this letter. Nothing almoſt ſees * miracles, 


of the letter. 


Loſſes their remedies, —All weary and o er- watch d, 


"0 * 


8 C E N E Vil. 
Changes to part of a heath, 


Enter — 
Ech. 9 1 heard 19010 proclaln'd; 


Eſcap'd the hunt. No port is free, no place, 
That guard And moſt unuſual vigilance 


I will preſerve myſelf, and am bethought 


— 


* The qu's read my avachy for mir acles. 
1 In the qu's there is a comma after miſery, and no ſtop after 1 Enow ; in 


w . and all after but J. read J for 4 This in lie is ſuppoſed by | 
all the editors to be a continuation of Kent' 8 ſpeech, except 7. who Fal 


n F. and all after but J. read and ſeek for ſeeking. 
12 The qu's read 7 bear; the 4th . and K. 1 have beard; all the reſt I've 
beard. 
; P "The d 8 read . 


ACT. IE SCENE VII, 


To take the baſeſt and 4 moſt pooreſt lap, 
That ever penury in contempt of man N 
Brought near to beaſt. My face Bil orime with filth, 1 „ 
Blanket my loins, elfe all mys hair * in knots; 
| And with preſented nakedneſs out-face 
The ® winds and perſecutions of the ſky, 
The country gives me proof and Res: 7 — 
Of Bedlam beggars, who, with roaring voices, | I 
Strike in their numb'd and mortify'd bare arms 
Pins, wooden pricks, nails, ſprigs of roſemary, 
And with this horrible object, from low w farms, 
Poor * pelting villages, ſheep- -coats. and mills, {ro 
Sometimes with lunatic bans, ſometimes with prayers, 
Inforce their charity. Poor ? Turlygad, poor Tom! _ 
That's ſomething yet. Edgar I — A 


* * 
—— Le | hp Se. Cele 
>". | 


ow ht 
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: SEE * 
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4 So all before p. he and all after the for moſt, 
r So theiſt f. the qu's and 2d f. read elſe for elfe. the a4 and 4th ws. 
: pat; followed by R. and P. See T. in loc. and H.'s Gloſſary, | to elfe, i. e. 
to intang gle in ſo intricate a manner chat it is not to be unravelled; like elfe- | 
Jocks, ſuppoſed the work of fairies. 
s The three firſt fo's read hairs. 


© Thequ's for in read with; | which ſeems to be taken from the foregoing. 
line, with filth, 
* The qu's read wind and perſecution, 
The qu” 5 read fer vice for farms, _ 

5 x Perhaps pedling; or it may ſignify cottages thinly ſeattered. This was my 
firſt idea of pelting, till Jarburton drove it out of my head; but J reſume i it 
again, believing it to be Shakeſpeare' s 0203 idea. 

V 8s the qu's, ſo's, R. and P.'s quarto; H. Turlurù⸗ all the reſt Turl- 
Sd; M. chinks it ſhould be Turlaping a new ene of gypſics in the Tach 
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8 changer again to the earl f Glo'ſter's 4 


Enter Lear, Fool, and Gentleman. 


e 'Tis ſtrange, that they ſhould ſo depart from * home, 
And not ſend back my " WEI: 5 e 

Gent. As I learn _ | | 7 1 — 55 
; The night before there was no 10 purpoſe e c in them. 8 
Of © this remove. 


Kent. Hail to thee, noble maſter ! 1 


Lear. How? mak'ſt thou * this ſhame thy paſtime ? ? 
8 Kent. No, my lord. 


Fool. Ha, ha! h look! he wears cruel garters. | Horſes are 
y'd by the heads, dogs and bears by the neck, monkeys by 
th' Joins 


z This deſcription of the ſcene is firſt inſerted by Þ *. F. fays, it is not : 
; very clexrly diſcovered why Lear comes hither. In the foregoing . part he 
ſent letters to Glo ſter, but no hint is given of their contents. He ſeems to 
| have gone to viſit Gloſter, while Cornwall and Regan might prepare to enter- 
ain him. J. Poſſi bly Glo'fer's caſtle might be in the way to Re- 
gan's; though their name and ſituation are 5 to be mentioned. See 
A * | 
2 The qu's read hence for home. 
d The iſt and 2d fo's read meſſengers. 
C The qu's omit in them. 
d The qu's read his for this. 
© 8o the qu's; the reſt ha for how. 
f So the qu's, fo's, and R.; P. and H. omit His; T. W. and LA read 
thy for this. | 
8 This ſpeech is not in the qu's. 
h So the qu s; all the reſt omit nok; z and 8 s read cre wel 1 ſo 3d 
and 4th fo's , and R. 's 8 Vo. 
i The qu's cad heels for heads : horſes are tied by his heels w hen they- 
arc faſtened to feed in a corn: ſie eld; but beads ſeems preierable, The fool 


makes 


4 Nn gf 


th' loins, and men by th legs. When a man's over-luſty at 


legs, then he wears wooden nether K ſtocks. 
Lear. What” s he, that hath ſo much thy Place miſtook, 
To ſet thee here ? 
Kent. It is both he and the, 
1. our ſon and daughter. 
Lear. No. . 
Kent. Ves. 1 
Lear. No, If: ay. 
Kent. 1 I fay, yea. 55 
m Lear. No, No, they would not. 
Kent. Tes, they have. 
Lear. By Jupiter, I ſwear, no. 
» Kent, By Juno, L ſwear, ay. 
Lear. T hey durſt not-do't : 
They » would not, could not do't; tis worſe than murder, 
| To do-upon reſpect ſuch violent outrage. 
Reſolve me with all modeſt haſte, which way 
Thou ? might'ft deſerve, or they; 9 impoſe this uſage, - 
Coming „„ 
Kuxent. My lord, when at their home 
I did commend your highneſs' letters to them, 
: Ere I was riſen from the place, that new) d 


makes a progreſſion dons, from the head t to the neck, the neck to the : 


lojps, and the loins to the legs. 
E Heath is of opinion we ſhould read focks, 
1 H. reads but Toy, 1 | 
m Theſe two ſpeeches in italic are omitted by all but qu S. 
A This ſpeech 1 is omuzted in the qu's. 
o so the qu's; all the reſt could not, would not. 
p The qu's read may'/t for might ſt. 
3 The qu's read purpoſe for impoſe: ' 


My 
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My duty kneeling, there came a reeking poſt, 
Stew'd in his haſte, half. breathleſs, panting forth, 
From Gonerill his miſtreſs, * falutations ; * 
Deliver'd letters ſpight of intermiſſion, 
Which preſently they read; © on whoſe contents 
They ſummon'd up their“ men, ſtrait took horſe, 
Commanded me to follow, and attend 
The leiſure of their anſwer; gave me cold looks; 
I, mecting here the other meſſenger, 
Whoſe welcome, I perceiv'd, had poifon'd mine, 
(Being the very fellow, x which of late E 
Diſplay'd fo ſawcily againſt your highneſs) | 8 
Having more man than wit about me,) drew; : 
He rais'd the houſe with loud and coward cries. | 
Your ſon and daughter found this treſpaſs worth 
The ſhame which here it „ 
Fool. Winter's not gone yet, if the wild geeſe fiy that way, 
Fathers that wear rags = 
Do make their children blind ; 
But fathers that bear bags 
Shall ſee their children kind. 


v $o all before P.; he and all after omit there. 

s So the qu's and 1ſt f.; all the reſt /alutation. 

© So the qu's, T. J. and J.; the reſt thoſe for whoſe. 

u So the qu's ; the reſt» meiney, which P. interprets people. 
All the editions read and for I; which cannot be right, as it makes : 

Cornwall and Regan meet the meſſenger; but Kent's intention is to tell Lear 

that he met the meiſen ger. 3 
Ry The qu's read that for which, 

y Before drew E. inſerts J, (follow ed by the reſt) which i is neceſſary, but 
more proper above. See Note * 

This ſpeech of the fool is omitted in the qu's. 
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Fortune, that arrant . | 

Ne'er turns the key to the poor. „ 
But for all this thou ſhalt have as many Golde b from thy 
© dear daughters, as thou canſt tell in a year. 

Lear. Oh, how this mother ſwells up to my heart! 
Ayſterica ball 70, down, thou climbing ſorrow, 

Thy element's below. Where is this daughter? 4 

Kent, With the earl, fir, d here within, 

Lear. Follow me not ; ſtay — -: Exit. 


Kent. 2 None. 
How chance the king comes with is ſmall a Þ train? 


thou'dſt well K deſerved i it, 
Kent. Why, fool? 


are led by their eyes, but blind men; and there's not a noſe 


7 quibble intended between dolours and dollars. MH. 
d All before T. read for for from, 
t The iſt f. and F. omit dear. 
The qu's omit here. 
e The qu's read there for here. 
f The qu's read fhan for but. 
s The qu's read no for none. 
h So the qu's ; the reſt number for train. 
4 The ad d. reads if for an. 


| J. pretends to read All men are led by their eyes, but blind men, and they 


men follow their noſes, as well as blind men? 
m The qu's real a hundred for twenty. 


Gent. Made you no more offence | F but what you Ons of? 
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Fool. i An thou hadſt been ſet i th ſtocks for chat queſtion 
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Feel. We'll ſet cher to cho to an ant, to teach thee = 
there' $ NO labouring i'th' winter, ! All that follow their noſes 
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among m twenty, but can ſmell him that s ſtinking. Let go 
thy hold, when a great wheel runs s down a hill, leſt it break 
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* P. reads deſerve: ſo that by thou'd/? hs means 100 won not thou 124% 


follow their noſes, and there's not a noſe, &c. But Pray, Dr. Fe e all Fm 
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pe neck with See n it ; but the great on one that goes up 
the hill, let him draw thee after. When a wiſe man gives 
better counſel, give me mine again; I would have none but 
knaves follow it, ſince a fool gives it. 


E hat, fir, P which ſerves 4 and ſeeks for gain 
And follows but for form, 
Will pack when it begins to rain, 
„ And leave thee 1 in r the ſtorm. : 


But L will tarry, the fool will ſtay 
And let the wiſe man fly; 
The knave turns fool, that runs away 3 ; 
The fool no knave, perdy. 


Kent, Where learn'd you this, fool? 
Fool. Not i'th' ſtocks, u fool, 


s enn * 


. e Lear and Glo ſter. 


wa. 


Tear Deny to ſpeak with me? they're ſick? they're weary? 
They have travel d all the night? Meere fetehes, 
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n The fo's, R. P. a H. omit it. 

o $0 the qu's; all the reſt upward for up the ll 8 
P The qu's read that for which. FC 
a The qu's, P. T. H. V. and J. omit n 5 > 
r Theathf. R. P. and H. read a for the. EE ad 
The qu's, the 1ſt and ad fo 5, T. W. and J. read but; che reſt and, 

t J. propoſes reading, 
| The fool turns knave, that runs away; 
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The knave 10 f _ — 
u The qu' s omit fool, - af MT TS a 
* The au E read they traveld bard tonigot, megre Juſtice, 7 the, images „Cc. 


* N | The 


e pe 
$44 3 


Ar H. $ 6 E NR  » 


Tbe images of revolt and 1 off. 
* Fetch me a better anſwer. 

Glo. My dear lord, 
You know the fiery galt of the duke, | 
How unremoveable and irt he is 
In his own courſe. 

Lear. Vengeance y plague! death! confuſion !— 
z What fiery quality? Why, Glo "er, 2 Glo er, 
I'd ſpeak with th' duke of Cornwall, and his wife. 

b Glo. Well, my good lord, I have inform d them . 

Lear. Inform d them? %% thou underſtand me, man 2 
Glo. Ay, my good lord. 5 

Lear. The king would r with Cornwall, the dear 

father | 

Would with his daughter ſpeak, © commands her + ſervice; 
Are they inform'd of this My breath and blood !— 
© Fiery? the fiery duke? tell the hot duke, — 
No, but not yet; may be, he is not well; 
Infirmity doth ſtill neglect all office, 
Whereto our health is bound; we're not ourſelves, 
When nature, being oppreſt, 8 commands the mind 


* So all before P.; he and all after bring for fetch. 
The qu's place death before plague. _ 


2 So the qu's; the fo's and R. read fiery , what quality ? P. d al after 
fiery ? what fiery quality? 


2 Soall before P.; he and all after read Glo ſter only © once. 

dT heſe two ſpeeches in italic are not in the qu's. 

c The fo” s read commands, tends, ſervice z R. command fends ſervice; 5 
d The qu's omit this line. 

© Thequ's read fiery duke, tell the bot duke that Lear. 

f Here J. puts a direction, . Glo'ſter offers to go.] So that he makes 


Glo'ſter going, not with half his errand, but without any of it. 
8 The 1ſt q. reads command. 
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And am fallen out with my more h headier will, 


For the ſound man. Death on my ſtate! i [Locking on Rent, 


| Wherefore ſhould he fit here? this act l perſuades me, 
That this remotion of the duke and her 
Is practice only. Give me my ſervant forth. 


| Now! preſently ! bid them come forth and hear me, 
Dr at their chamber - door I'll beat the drum, 
Till it cry, ſleep to death. 


when * ſhe put them 7th' 1 paſte alive; * ſhe * rapt em o'th* 
coxcombs with a ſick, and cry'd, down wantons, down, 


ter 'd his hay. 
P. and H. read "Os for headier. 


dy them, made a part of this line, as in the folio's. 


But who ever heard of an eel-paſty ? 


by The zd and ath qu's, R. P. and H. read his for her, 


7 


L E A R. 
III forbear; . 


80 3 * NG 
To fuſer with the body.. 


To take the indiſpos'd and fickly fit 


. 


Go, tell the duke and s wife, w I'd ſpeak with them. 


Glo. I would have all well betwixt you. _ [Exit. 
Lear. a Oh me, my heart, my riſing heart! but down. 
Fool. Cry to it, nuncle, as the cockney did to the eels, 


Twas her * brother that i in pure kindneſs to his horſe but- 


1 After tate P. reads but; followed by all rr but then wherefore i 


k H, reads perſuadeth, 

1 Thequ's omit go. 

m The qu's read Ze for 7 . 

n This ſpeech in the qu's is only O my heart ! my 1 


© The 2d, zd, and th fo's, R. P. and H. read he for 3 
'Þ The 2d ꝗ. reads put um up i th, &c. | 
4 The i1ſt ꝗ. p#ft; the ad, the fo 8, and K. paſtes P. and all after er poſt 


r R. P. and H. read be for ſbe. 
The fo's and R. abt for rapt. 


u The ad and 3d fo's by for bay... 


SCENE 


K f fl. sr NE MK 


% d n n . 
Enter — Regan, Glo'ſter, and ſervants. 


Lear. Good morrow to you both. 
Corn, Hail to your grace. [Kent i is ſet at erty. 
Reg. J am glad to ſee your highneſs. 
Lear. Regan, I think you are; 1 know what reaſon 
1 have to think ſo; if thou v ſhouldſt not be glad, 
1 would divorce me from thy mother's tomb, 
Sepulchring an adultreſs. * O, are you free? 
Some other time for that. Beloved Regan, 
Thy ſiſter's naught : oh Regan, ſhe hath tied 


Sharp- -tooth'd unkindneſs, like a c vulture here ; [Paints fo bis 


Heart. 
1 can ſcarce ſpeak to thee : ; thow'lt not : believe, 


Of how * deprav'd a quality—— Oh Regan 7 
Neg. I pray you, ſir, take patience ; I have hope, 
Fou leſs know how to value her deſert, 

Than ſhe to 2 ſcan her duty. 
Lear. Say? Hou is that ?- Ys 
Reg. 1 cannot think, my / . fer in ; the 1 leaf 


; * 


V $0 all before P.; he and all after read wert not fer Half not be. 
x The qu's read yea for O. 


Y So the qu's; the reſt with for of. 
Z The qu's read depriv'd for deprav'd. 


2 Thequ's read /lacke her duty; the fo's, R. P. T. V. and 7 FR ber 


duty; H. ſcan ber duty; 7. . 1955 emendation, without 2 us chat 5 


H. has made it. 


b Theſe two ſpeec! hes in italic are not in the c qu's. 
© So all before P.; he and H, omit ſay. 
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Ya t LEAK. 
Would fail ker obligation. J, 0 fir, perchance 
She have reſtrain d the riots of your followers, 
Tis on ſuch ground, and to ſuciP:wholeſeme end, 
As clears her from all blame. 
Lear. My curſes on her 
Reg. O ſir, you are old; 
Nature © in you ſtands on the very verge 
Of f her confine ; you ſhould be rul'd and led 
By ſome diſcretion, that diſcerns your ſtate 
Better than you yourſelf : therefore I pray 8 vou, 
That to our ſiſter you do make return; 
Say you have wrong' d her, l fir. 
Lear, Aſk her forgiveneſs ? 
Do you © but mark, how this becomes k me now: 
Dear daughter, I confeſs that I am old; 
"Age i is unneceſſary ; on my knees I = 5 [ Kneels. 
That you'll vouchſafe me raiment, bed, and food. 


| Reg. Good fir, no more: theſe are e unſightly tricks ; ; 
| Return you to my ſiſter. 
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d o all betet P.; ; he and all after omit fi ir. 
© Thequ's read on for in. 
f Therſt g. his for her. 
The qu's omit you. 
n The fo's and K. omit ft r. 
3 The qu's omit but. 
k For me now, the qu's, fo's, R. P. W. and 7 read the houſe, which 
V. interprets, the order of families, the duties of relation, which are ſcan- 
dalouſly diſturbed by the father's ſubmiſſion to the daughter. H. reads be- 
cometh us. T. the uſe; but who ever ſaid, this becomes the cuſtom or us? 
What agrees with cuſtom, or rather nature, does indeed become the perſon 
who uſes it, We make it better ſenſe by reading me now, and referring it to 


what follows, which infers 4 fortiori that much leſs would i it become him 
to aſk his ag forgiveneſs, 


wn, 3 Lear, 
-.. He Q A : 5 , 22 
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Lear. | Never, Regan : 
dhe hath abated me of half my train; 
Look'd ® black upon me; ſtruck me with her tongue, 
Moſt ſerpent-like, upon the very heart. 
All the ſtor'd vengeances of heaven fall 
On her ingrateful " top! Strike her young bones, 
© You taking airs, with lameneſs ! 1— 
Corn. Fie, fir, fie. 
Lear. You nimble lightnings, dart your blinding flames 
| Into her ſcornful eyes! infect her beauty, 

Ve fen - ſuck'd fogs, drawn by the pow rful ſun 
To fall, and 4 blaſt her pride ! x 

Reg. E the bleſt Gods! | 
So will you wiſh on me, when the raſh mood r is on. 
Lear. No, Regan, thou ſhalt never have my curſe: 
- Thy tender- hefted nature ſhall not give 
Thee o'er tot harſhneſs ; her eyes are fierce, but thine 
Do comfort, and not burn. Tis not in thee 
To grudge my pleaſures, to cut off my train, 
To bandy haſty words, to ſcant my ſizes, 


TI Thequ's read no, Regan? 
m The 2d q. reads back; T, blank. 
n p. and H. read head for top. 
0 For you taking, P. reads infecting. Is not this an unwarrantable licence 
to alter at this rate, when the word was intelligible enough, and, no doubt, 
agreeable to the language of that time, This alteration is the more ſur- 
prizing, becauſe P. has retained the ſame word afterwards in the ſame ſenſe, 
Act iii. Sc. vi. “ Bleſs thee from whirlvwrinds—and taking, &c.“ 
p The qu's read fie, fie, ſir. 
For blaſt her pride the fo's and R. read bliſter. 
I The qu's omit is on; and have a daſh ſignifying i interruption after mood. 


The qu's read the tender-heſted, &. R.'s 12mo and P. tender-hearted. 
Tt So all but 7. 
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The offices of nature, bond of childhood, 
Effects of courteſy, dues of gratitude: 

Thy half o'th* kingdom u thou haſt not 2 
Wherein I thee endow'd. 


Thou did not know on't. 


Make it your cauſe; ſend down and take my part. 
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And, in concluſion, to oppoſe the bolt 
Againſt my coming in. Thou better know'ſt - 


Reg. Good fir, to the purpoſe. [Trumpet within, 

Lear. Who put my man i'th' ſtocks? F 
„„ Euter | Steward. 

Corn. What trumpet” 8 thut? 

Reg. 1 know't, my ſiſter's. This approves her w letter 


8 That ſhe would ſoon be here. Is your lady come? 


Lear. This is a ſlave, whoſe eaſy-borrow'd pride 


' Dwells in the * fickle grace of her he follows. 
Out, varlet, from my ſight. 


Corn. What means Four grace ? 


Enter Gonerill. 


Lear. Who) ſtockt we" ſervant ? Regan, I have good oe, 


Who comes here ? O heay' ins, 
If) you do love old men, if your ſweet ſway 


Allow obedience, if yourſelves are old, 


u The ſs toes, and R. 's 8vo haſt thou. 
*The qu's read letters. 

* The rſt and 2d fo's read fickly; the 3d and ath, and R. W: . 
Y The qu's read truck for lockt. 

2 T, . and II. read Fallo for allow. 
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Art not aſham'd to look upon this beard? [To Gon. 
O Regan, 3 wilt thou take her by the hand! 3 

Con. Why not by th' hand, ſir? How have 1 offended? 
All's not offence, that indiſcretion n finds, 
And dotage terms fo. 
Lear. O ſides, you are too tough! 

Will you yet hold Ho came my man 7th ſocks ? 
1 Corn. I ſet him there, e ſir; but his own diſorders 
Deſerv'd d much leſs advubcetient 

Lear. You ? did you? A 

Reg. 1 pray you, . © being wake, ſeem fo. 
If, till the expiration of your month, 
| You will return and ſojourn with my ſiſter, 
Diſmiſſing half your train, come then to me, 
I am now from home, and out of that proviſion 
Which ſhall be needful for your entertainment, 
Lear. Return to her, and fifty men diſmiſs'd ? 4 

No, rather I abjure all roofs, and chuſe 
3 To wage againſt the enmity o'th' air, 

To be a comrade with the wolf and owl, 
Neceſſity's ſharp pinch— -Return with her? a 


Why, 


a © the qu's; the reſt will you. 
b „. propoſes fines, i. e. eenſures. 

© The 2d q. omits ſir. 

FJ. propoſes reading much more advancement, uſed 4 ironically for more 
conſpicuouſneſs of puniſhment. 
e This is H.'s emendation ; the reſt read being weak; . reads being 
weak, deem't ſo; i e. believe that my huſband tells you (rue, that Kent's 

diſorders deſerved a more ignominious puniſhment, _ ' 

f T. and H. read the next line before this: and fo bs neceſſ ys ſharp 
?inch the accuſative to wage, without which T. ſays there is no ſyntax or 
grammatical coherence, But why not? Suppoſe tobe a comrade, &c. ſhould 
be taken ſubſtantively, and neceſſity's arp pinch to be put in alten to it; 

＋3 ſure 
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Why, the 8 hot. blooded France, hat dow leſs took 
Our youngeſt born, I could as well be brought 


To knee his throne, and 'ſquire- like penſion * beg, 
To keep baſe life a-foot—Return with her? 


| Perſuade me rather to be ſlave, and ſumpter, 


To this deteſted groom. 
Con. At your choice, Sir. 
Lear. i Now I pr'ythee, daughter, do not make me mad; 


I will not trouble thee, my child. Farewell; 

We'll no more meet, no more ſee one another ; ; 

But yet thou art my fleſh, my blood, my daughter, — 
Or rather a diſeaſe k that's in my fleſn, 

Which I muſt needs call mine; thou art a bile, 


A plague-ſore, an imboſſed carbuncle, 
In my corrupted blood. But III not chide thee: 


Let ſhame come when it will, I do not call 1 it; 
1 do not bid the m thunder bearer ſhoot, 


Nor tell tales of thee to high-judging Jove. 


Mend when thou canſt, be better at thy leiſure, a 
I can be patient, I can ſtay with Regan; 3 
2 and my hundred knights, 


ſure this is grammar. Ti wage neceſſity's ſharp pinch is nonſenſe; (though 
T. ſays it makes the ſenſe fine and eaſy) it js that pinch which forces a man 
to wage; war is underſtood, or might be the very word (inſtead of wage); 


greater corruptions have happened! in the editions of Shakeſpeare, 


8 The qu' s read bot "oy in France, Cc. the fo's and R. bot-Slodied 


France, &c. 
n The iſt q. reads bag for beg, 
3 $0 the qu's; the ręſt omit . 
* The qu's read that lies within my fleſh, 
so the qu's; the reſt or for an. 
mn JJ. reds thander-beater, 


— 


FE 


Reg. Not altogether u ſo, fir: 8 
I © look'd not for you yet, nor am provided 
For your fit welcome; give ear, ? fir, to my ter ; 
For thoſe that mingle reaſon with your paſſion 
Muſt be content to think you old, and fo 


But ſhe knows what ſhe does. 
Lear. Ts this well ſpoken ? now? _ 
Reg. I dare avouch it, fir. What, fifty followers? 
Is it not well? what ſhould you need of more? 
Yea or ſo many, r ſith that both charge and danger 
s Speak *painſt ſo great a number? How i in one houſe | 


Should many people under two commands 
Hold amity ? *Tis hard, almoſt impoſlible. 


Gon. Why might not you, my lord, receive attendance 
From thoſe that ſhe calls ſervants, or from mine? 

Reg. Why not, my lord ? if then they chanc'd to lack; ye, 
We could controul them. If: you will come to me, 
For now I ſpy a danger, I entreat you 
To bring u but five and twenty ; to no more 
Will ! give place or notice. 

Lear. I gave you all 

| Reg. And in good time you gave it. 

Lear, Made you my guardians, my W 3 
But . a reſervation to be followed 


n So the qu's; P. and II. omit [2 fir; and all the reſt omit fi IT. 
© Thequ's read look. 


P So the 1ſt q. the fo 85 and R. the reſt « omit it ſir r. 
4 8o the qu's; the reſt omit 20. 
So all before P.; he and all * read fince both, Cc 
The qu's read ſpeakes, 
t $othe qu's, fo's, and R. the reſt oel. 

u The zd and 4th fo's omit bf. 
3 he 3d and ath fo's, and R. s 8 vo, read TY 
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With ſuch a number; * what, muſt J come to you 


With five and twenty! Fegan, ſaid you ſo? 
Reg. And ſpeak't again, my lord, no more with me. 


Lear, Thoſe “ wicked creatures yet do? ſeem well-favour'd 


Gon. Hear me, my lord ; 


W hat need you five and twenty, ten, or tive, 


To follow in a houſe, where twice ſo many 
Have a command to tend you? 


Neg. What *® needs one? 
Lear. O, reaſon not the e need: our baſe beggars. 


Are in the pooreſt thing ſuperfluous. 
Allow not nature more than nature needs, . 
Man' 8 d life's as cheap as beaſt? 8. Thou art a x lady 3 Z 
It oaly to go warm were gorgeous, 
Why, nature needs not what thou gorgeous wear t, 
Which ſcarcely keeps thee warm; but for true need, — 


You heavens, © give me that: eue patience I need, 
You ſee me here, you Gods, a poor * old man, 


2 


80 all before P. who omits what; followed by the reſt, 
IS. reads wrinkled for wicked. 

So the qu's; all after lock for ſeem. 
So all before P. who omits the; 5 follow ed by the reſt, 
P. and H. read haſt for art, 

The fo's and R. read need. 
The qu's read deed for need. 


So the 2d q.; the 1ſt life as, Cc. all the reſt life is cheap, &c. 


The gu's, fo's, and R. give me that Patience, patience 1 need, F. 
all after give me that patience which J need, 


x 'T he q 's read old fellow, 


» 20 1 < * 


When others arc more * wicked. Not being 2 the worſt, 
Stands in ſome rank of praiſe. I'll go with thee 3 17 Gon. 
Thy fifty yet doth double five and twenty; e 
And thou à art twice her love. R 


and 


As 


ACT H. SCENE XIII. 


As full of grief as age; wretched i in both By 

If it be you, thats ſtir theſe daughters? hearts 

Againſt their father, fool me not h; ſo much 

To bear it i tamely; touch me with noble anger; 

& () let not womens' weapons, water - drops, 

Stain my man's cheeks. No, you unnatural hags, 

I will have ſuch revenges on you both, e 
That all the world ſhall——1 will do ſuch things 

What they are, yet I know not; but they ſhall * 
The terrors of the earth. You think, III weep; ; 

No, I'Il not weep. 
II have full cauſe of: weeping ; but this heart 

Shall break into a n hundred thouſand * flaws 
Or ere! I weep. O fool, I ſhall go mad. 
8 e —— Lear, Glo'ſter, Kent, and Fool. 


* 


S8 C E N E .- XBL 


Corn, Let us withdraw, 'twill be a ſtorm. [Storm and 


 fempeſt. 
Reg. This houſe is little ; : the old man and his people 
Cannot be well beſtow'd. 


2 Thequ's 164 fo's wind ſtirs. 
h The 1ſt q. reads to; the 2d too | for ſe 
i The qu's read lamely. 
k The fo's and R. read and for O. 


1 H, reads though before 7 have, to make up the omiſſion of out in 1 this 
line, in which he had followed R. 
n Sc all before P. who, with all after, omits but, 
n So all before P. he and all after omit hundred. 
The qu's read flowes for flaws: 
P The qu's and 1ſt f. read Ile for J. 


* 8 Con. 


Where i is my lord of Glo er? 


Do ſorely ” ruſsle, for many miles about 
There's * not a buſh. 


The injuries, that they themſelves procure, 
Muſt be their ſchoolmaſters. Shut up your doors : : 
He is attended with a deſperate train, 


And what they may incenſe him to, being apt 
To have his ear abus'd, wiſdom bids fear. 


My Regan counſels well: come out o'th' ſtorm, {[Exeunt. 


ss KIM 6 LEA R. 


Gon. Tis his own blame; 1 he ath put himſelf from reſt 
And needs muſt taſte his folly. 

Reg. For his particular, I'll receive him gladly; 
But not one follower. 

Gon. So am 1 purpos'd. 


Bite Glo'ſter, 


Corn. Follow'd the old man for th. He is return'd, 
615. The king is in high rage. 

r Corn. Whither is he going? 
Glo. He calls to horſe; 5 but will I know not Ather. 

| dew. 'Tis © beſt to give him way, he leads himſelf, 
Gon, My lord, intreat him by no means to ſtay. 
bo. Alack, the night comes on, and the u bleak winds 


| Reg. O ſir, to wilful 1 men, 


Corn. Shut up your doors, my lord; 'tis a wild night. 


q So F. for he hath; all hs editions hath. 
x What is in italic is not in the gs, P. T. I, and * 
The qu's, P. T. . and J. read and for but, 
t The qu's read good for beſt. 
= so the qu's; the reſt high for bleak. 
The fo's, R. T. W. and J. read RY for ruſsle. 
* $othequ's; the reſt read ſcarce for not. 


ACT 


ACT m. SCENE L 93 


A 


r © 


SCENE I 4 Heeth 


A ſtorm is heard with thank and lightning. Enter Kent, 
and a Gentleman, ſeverall ly. 


Kent. 


7 HAT? 8 here, beſide foul venir ? 
Gent. One minded like the weather, moſt unquietly. 

| Kent, I know you. Where's the king? 

Gent. Contending with the fretful Þ elements ; 

Bids the wind blow the earth into the ſea; ; 

Or ſwell the curled waters bove the N moon, 


a so the qu' 8; the reſt read who s there, befi des, be. 
b The qu's read element. | 
| © Though all the editions have mais, it is s very likely Shakeſpeare wrote 
moon, which is much better, becauſe it more ſtrongly expreſſes (according to 
| Shakeſpeare's cuſtom) the confuſion which Lear in his rage would have intro- 
duced into nature; beſides main is ambiguous, applicable to ſea or land: it 
is uſed of land only by ſeamen that I know of: the poets always under- 
ſtood by this word the main ſea, The effect of overflowing the land is not 
ſo great nor ſo certain confuſion: the ſea often does that and returns to his 
uſual bounds: whereas the ſwelling of the waters above the moon is en- 
tirely præternatural, and beſt anſwers the madneſs of bidding the wind blow 
the earth into the ſea. There is a ſtrong reſemblance between this paſſage in 
Shakeſpeare and the following of Aſchylus i in his Prometheus vinftus ; who talks 
or ſwelling the ſea, not above the moon, but above the very ſtars, 
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92 K ING IL. E AR. 
That things might charge or ceaſe; d tears his white hair, 
Which the impetuous blaſts with eyeleſs rage 


Catch in their fury, and make nothing of ; 
© Strives in his little world of man t' out-ſcorn 


The to-and.fro- conflicting wind and rain. 


This night, * wherein the cub- drawn bear would couch, 


The lion, and the belly -pinched wolf 
Keep their fur diy; ; unbonneted he runs, 


And bids what will, take all, 


Kent. But who 18 with him! 2 


Gent. None but the Fool, who labours to out jeſt 


E 


Kent. Sir, 1 do Ky you, 3 | 
And dare upon the warrant of my 5 note, 


Commend a dear thing to you. There is diviſion, 
(Although as yet the face of it h be cover d 
With mutual! cunning) 'twixt Albany and Cornwall, 
* Who have (as who have not, | that their great Aars 
m Thron'd and ſet high? ) fervants, who ſeem no leſs; 
Which are to France the ſpies and ſpeculations 
Intelligent of our tate: what en hath been ſeen, 
Either i in fmgs and packings of the dukes ; 


d What! is in italic is omitted by the fo's and R. 
e P. and H. omit the two following lines. 
f P. and H. read in which for a herein. 
The qu's read art for note. 
h So the qu's; the reſt is for be. 
i P. and H. read craft for cunning. 
K What is in italic is omitted in the qu's. 


1 So the fo's, and R. 's 8vo; the reſt who for that. 


m T. 's 12mo,- V. and 1 read throne, 
8 P.'s 12mo reads have for hath, 


x 


ACT I. SCENE I. 


Or the hard rein, which both of them o have born 
Againſt the old kind king ; or ſomething deeper, 
IVhereof, perchance, theſe are but furniſhings —— 
pe But true it is, from France there comes a power 
« Into this à ſcatter'd kingdom, who already 
« Wiſe in our negligence, hath ſecret r fee 
In ſome of our beſt ports, and are at point 
40 To ſhew their open banner. —— Now to you, 
If on my credit you dare build ſo far 
To make your ſpeed to Dover, you ſhall find | 
Some that will thank you, making juſt report, 
« Of how unnatural and * bemadding ſorrow 
„The king hath cauſe to plain. 
] am a gentleman of blood, and breeding, | 
And from ſome knowledge t and aſſurance offer 
„This office to you.“ 
Gent. I will talk further with you. 
Kent. No, do not. 
For confirmation that I am much more 
Than my out-wall, open this purſe and take 


What it contains. If you ſhall ſee Cordelia, 
(As, fear not but you ſhall) ſhew her " this ring, 
And ſhe will tell you who * that fellow is 


o The iſt f. reads hath for have. 
P Theſe lines with commas prefixed are not in the fo” 8. 
4 For. ſcatter'd, H. reads ſpatter d, W. ſcathed. 


r $0 the 2d q. and J.; the iſt feet for fee; P. T. and Ii ſea; . ſeiee. 
P. and H. madding for bemadding. 


So the qu's; P. and all the reſt read 


and aſſurance of you, 
Offer this office. 
4 P. and all after read Tl. 

ds the qu's and fo's; the reſt that for this, 
* $0 the fo's. For that the qu's read your ; R. and all after this. 


7 That 
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That yet you do not know. Fie on this ſtorm ! 
> I will go ſeek the king. 
| Bent. Give me your hand: have you no more to ſay ? | 
Kent, Few words, but, to effect, more than all yet; 
— That, when we have found the king, 
1 (Ill this way, you that) * that firſt lights on him, holla 
b 1 e the other. Fg * ſeveral. 


„ Þ 
Storm continues. Enter Lear and Fool. 


Lear. Blow z wind, and crack y your cheeks; 5 rage, blow! 
Jou cataracts, and o hurricanoes, ſpout 
Till you have drencht © the ſteeples, drown'd the cocks. = 


You ſulph'rous and thought-executing fires, 
* Vaunt-couriers f to oak-cleaving thunder- bolts, 


Singe my white head: and thou all- -ſhaking thunder, ” 
Strike flat the thick rotundity o'th* world, 
Crack nature's 5 mould, all“ germins ſpill at once, 


n Ho So the qu's; the fo's and R. in which your pain that way, T'll this, he 
_  _- that firſt, &c. P. and all after, in (H, for) which ”_ take that way, Cc. 
| 4 So thequ's; all the reſt winds. 
2 The qu's read your for you. 
d The qu's read bircantos, 
do the qu's; the reſt our for the. 
4 The fo's and R. read drown. 
e Paunt couriers, i. e. fre- runners. P. ——The qu's read vaunt-currers; 


FS FEEL. 
„0 1 thi. 
1 


„ 1h 


1 | he fo's and R. vauni-curriors. 

49 f So the qu's; the reſt of for to. 

T1:þ 3 The fo's and R. read moulds. 
112 


k All before T. read germains; which P. explains, all relations or kindred. 
elements that compoſe man. T. explains germins, the feeds of matter, from 
germen. 


That 
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ACT H. SCENE H. 93 


That i make ingrateful man. 
Fool. O nuncle, court holy-water in a dry bouſe is better 
than © this! rain-water out o' door. Good nuncle, in, mand. 
alk thy daughter's bleſſing, here” s a night n pities neither 
o wiſe man nor fool. 
Lear. Rumble thy belly full, ſpit fire, ſpout r rain; 
Nor rain, wind, thunder, fire, are my daughters. 
Ib tax not you, you elements, with unkindneſs, 
I never gave you 1 kingdom, call'd you children ; 
You owe me no ſubſcription ; * why then let fall 
Your horrible pleaſure : here I ſtand, your ſlave; 
A poor, ing weak, and deſpis'd old man: 
But yet I call you ſervile miniſters, 
u That have with two pernicious daughters join'd | 
Your high-engender'd ” battles gainſt a head 
So old and white as this. Oh! oh! *tis foul. 
Fool. He that has a houſe to pare head! in, has a good | 
head · piece. 


1 The fo? 5 and . read mates, 8 

* so the qu's, and iſt and ad fo's; the reſt the for this, 

1 P.'s 12mo and all after read rain-waters. 

m So the qu's, T. V. and J.; the reſt omit and. 

n Before pities P. inſerts that; followed by the reſt. 

o So the qu's; the reſt wiſe men nor fools. 

p The qu's read taſke for tax. 

1 F. reads kingdoms, as no other edition, 

"TP. and H. read ſubmiſſion. 

s So the qu's ; the reſt omit why, 

T W. reads brave for ſlave. 

2 The fo's and R. read that will with two pernicious ** join. 
W The qu's read battell. 


* The qu's read © tis falle; the fo's, R, P. ang H. O, bo! 'tis foul, 


The 
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The cod · piece that will houſe, 
Before the head has any, 
The head and he ſhall lowſe; 
So beggars marry many. e 
The man that makes his toe, ER 
What he his heart ſhould make, 7 
Shall have a corn cry, woe . Ho 
And turn his ſleep to wake. 
For there was never yet fair woman, but the made mouths 
ina — 


SCENE m. 
To them enter Kent. 


Lear. No, I will be the pattern of all patience, 
1 will ſay nothing. b [Sitting down. 
Kent. Who 8 there? 
Fool. Marry, here's grace and a cod- -piece, that 8 a wiſe man 
and a fool. 
Kent. Alas, fir, à fit you here! ? Things that love night 
Love not ſuch nights as theſe; the wrathful ſkies 
b * the very * wanderers of the dark, 


S0 the Pp the reſt that for the. 
2 so the qu's; the reſt of for have, 
$0 the qu's; the reit are you here? This ſeems to be an alteration made 
for the caſe of the actors, that he who acted Lear might not have the trouble 
of ſlitting down on the ground, and riſing again: but if propriety of action 
take place, what can be more proper than Lear's ſeating himſelf, after his 
laſt ſpeech? 
d All the editions read les; but the right word is ; pally, and ſignifies to 
eare or frighten, uſed by the weſt-country people, according to Lye (v. add. 
to Jun.) where he explains it ferrere; vox 4 lis occid. uft Hatifſim ma. 
© The qu's read wanderer. 


And 


ACT III. SCENE III. 97 
And d make them keep their caves. - Since I was man, 
Such ſheets of fire, ſuch burſts of horrid thunder, 
Such groans of roaring wind and rain, I * never 
Remember to have heard. Man's nature cannot carry 
Th' affliction, nor the 5 fear, 

Lear. Let the great gods, Fo 
That keep this dreadful * pother o'er our heads, 
Find out their enemies now. Tremble, thou wretch, 
That haſt within thee undivulged crimes, 

Unwhipt of Juſtice. Hide thee, thou bloody hand, 
Thou i perjur'd, and thou ſimular * man of virtue, 
That art inceſtuous. Caitiff, I to pieces ſhake, 


m That under covert and convenient ſeeming, 


Haſt practis'd on man's life. Cloſe pent-up guilts, = 
| Rive your a concealing continents, and o cry 
Theſe dreadful ſummoners grace. I am a man 


More ſinn'd againſt, v than — 


4 The qu's and 14 and ath fo's read makes, 
B ia d BN rapageund ra 
BpoyThg, Faxes © kt 
 Erepowng Camupor, Eſchyl. Prom, vinftus, * 1081. 
The qu's read nere for never. 
'® The qu's, P. T. H. and /. read force for fear. 
h The xt q. reads powther ; the ad q. P. and H. thundering; the fo's 
and all the reſt pudder, except J. who reads pother. 
i So all before T. he and all after read perjure. 
x $0 tlie qu's and P. the fo's and all the reſt omit man. 
1 P. and all after read ſhake to pieces; the qu's read in for fo. ; 
m . rather thinks the poet wrote, that under cover of conviyial ſeeming, 
i. e. under cover of a frank, open, ſocial converſation. 
The qu's read concealed centers, 
'© $0 all before P. who, with all after, reads aſk for cry. 
P The qu's read their for than. 


1 9 Ment. 


98 J 


| Kent. Alack, bare-headed ? 
Gracious, my lord, hard by here is a bann 


Some friendſhip will it lend you gainſt the tempeſt; 
Repoſe you there, while I to this hard houſe, 


(More hard than! is the ſtone whereof tis rais'd, 
Which even but now, demanding after * you, 
Deny'd me to come in) — and force 
Their ſcanted courteſy. 
Lear. 5 My wits begin to turn. 
Come on my boy. How doſt, my boy? art cold? 
Pm cold myſelf. Where is © this ſtraw, my fellow ? 5 
The art of our neceſſities is ſtrange, | 
That can make u vilde things precious. Come, your hovel: 
Poor fool and knave, I've one part x of my heart, 
That's ſorry yet for thee. 
Fool, He that has * a little tyny wit, 
With heigh-ho, the wind and the rain : 
o Muft make content with his fortunes fit, 
v Though the rain ir raineth every day. 


4 The fo's and R. read more harder than the 1 6e. 
r The qu's read me for you, 
s The qu. » 1cad my wit begins, c. 
t T. . and F. read the for this, 
u Fo all before P. he and all after vile. 
P. alters part to thing ; which — oceaſion to H, and JF. to read 
N 10 the qu * the 10 in for of. 
Y The qu's read that ſorrowes yet for thee. 
2 So the qu' s; the reſt put and or an before a. 
After rain . propoſes to read in his way, to make this ſecond line 
rhime with the fourth. | 
b The qu's rcad for for though. 


3 3 — 


Act m. SCENE Il. 53 


Lear. © True, my 0 boy. Come, bring us to this 
haovel. Exit. 
« Fool, e This is a brave night to cool a curtezan; 
III ſpeak a prophecy * ere I go. 
When prieſts are more in ® word than matter, 
When brewers marr their malt with water; 
When nobles are their tailors' tutorsd; 
No hereticks iburn'd, but wenches' ſuitors; 
k Then comes the time who lives to ſee't | 
That going ſhall be us'd with feet. 
When every eaſe in law is right, 
Neo ſquire in debt, i nor no poor knight; 
Wben ſlanders do not live i in tongues; 
Ne cut · purſes come not to throngs; 


When uſurers tell their gold i'th' field; 
And bawds and whores do churches build: 


'Then ſhall the realm of Albion ; 


Come to great confuſion. 
This prophecy Merlin ſhall make, for I a live 1. bis eme, 


© So the qu- s; the reſt true ths &c. 
d This ſpeech is not in the qu's. 
© $0 all before P. who reads *tis for this is; followed by the reſt. 
k Before ere P. inſerts or; followed by T. and H. Here /. takes occa- 
| Hon to ſay or ere Igo is not Engliſh, and ſhould be — thus, TI ſpeak 8 
prophecy or two ere I go, CWG. 
g So the iſt and 2d fo's; the reſt read words, 
k i. e. invent faſhions for them, V. - 
1 The diſeaſe to which welches ſuitors are particularly expoſed, was called 
in Shakeſpeare's time the brenning or burning. F. 
x Tn all editions before H. theſe two lines are not inſerted till after confu- 
fron below; but being placed ſo, the ſenſe is loſt. 
IN, and J. read and for nor. 
m $0 all before P. he and all after read 7 for nor. 
.Q So the iſt and ad fo's; the reſt inſert do before ive. 
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E 
An apartment in Glo'ſter's caſtle. 
_ Enter Glo'ſter and Edmund. 


Gh. Alack, alack, Edmund, J like not this unnatural deal- 
ing; when I deſired their leave that I might pity him, they 


took from me the uſe of mine own houſe; charg'd me on 


pain of ? their 4 perpetual dif; pleaſure, neither to ſpeak of bim, : 


entreat for him, nor any way ſuſtain him. | 


Edm. Moſt ſavage s and unnatural ! ! | 
Gh. Go to; ſay you nothing. There's a diviſion u be⸗ 


| tween the dukes, and a worſe matter than that. I have re- 
ceiv'd a letter this night——'tis dangerous to be ſpoken—— 
I have lock'd the letter in my cloſet. Theſe injuries the king 
now bears will be revenged home; there is part of a power 
already v w footed ; we mult incline to the king ; I will * ſeek 


him, and privily relieve him; go you, and maintain talk 
with the duke, that my charity be not of him perceived ; if 
he aſk for me, I am ill, and gone to bed. If I die for it, as 


no leſs is threaten'd me, the king my old maſter muſt be re- 


0 In the fo 5 this! is called N tertia; in R. Sc. II. 


r $ the qu's; the reſt, omit their. 


4 Thequ's omit perpetual. 

r So the qu's; the reſt or for nor. 

s R. omits and. 

© So thequ's; the reſt there is diviſion, &c. 
un The qu's read bet wixt. 

w The qu's read landed for footed. 


* So the 5 55 the fo's and R. lock lin, P. and the reſt look for bin. 


lieved.. 


AC T II. SCENE V. 101 


1 eved. There y are firange things toward, Edmund; pray 
you, be careful. : [Exits 


' Edm. This courteſy, forbid thee, ſhall the duke 
Inſtantly know, and of that letter too. 

This ſeems a fair deſerving, and muſt z draw me 
That which my father loſes; no leſs than all. 


The younger riſes, when the old b doth fall. 


Part of the heath, with a hovel.. 


E nter Lear, Kent, and F bol. 


Kent. Here i 18 the place, my lord; good my lord, enter. 0 
The tyranny of 4 the open night! 8 t00 rough 


For nature to endure. . [Storm continuing. 
© Lear. Let me alone. 


Kent. Good my lord, enter * hers. 
Lear. & Wilt break my heart? 


Kent. I'd rather break my own ; good my lord, enter. : 
Lear. Thon think'ſt tis much, that this h contentious ſtorm 


By The qu's read is ſome ſtrange thing, Cc. the fo? 8 and R. is range things 
2 The 2d q. reads draw to me. | 


a The qu's read then for the. 

b Thequ's read do for doth. 

e The fo's call this /cena quarts 3 3 R. Sc, III. 
4 P. omits the. 


© FJ. has theſe two following ſpeeches t twice over. 
f The qu's omit here. 


8 So all before T.'s duodecimo; who reads will , i. e. Will it; but ite, 


where thou is underſtood, ems to be the true reading by the next ſpccch. 
i. and 7. follow T. 


KT he qu's read crulentious ſtorme, Ge 


G3 Invades ' 
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Invades us to the | ſkin; ſo 'tis to thee: NT 


But where the greater malady is fixt, 


The lefler is ſcarce felt. k Thou'dſt ſhun a bear; 


But if thy flight lay toward the n raging ſea, 


Thou'dſt meet the bear i'th' mouth. When the mind's freo 


The body's delicate; the tempeſt in my mind 
Doth from my ſenſes take all feeling elſe, 


Save what beats there. Filial ingratitude! 
Ts i it not, as this mouth ſhould tear * this hand 


For lifting food w't ?——But I will puniſh ' P bome 


No, I will weep no more 4 In ſuch a night 


To fbut me out? Pour on, I will endure- 


In fuch a night as this? O Regan, Gonerill, 


Your old kind father, whoſe frank heart gave" you all. 5 


O, that way, madneſs * let me n that; - 
| No more of that. — | 


Kent. Good my lord, enter * here. | 
Lear. Pr'ythee, go in thyſelf; ſeek thine own eaſe; 5 


This tempeſt will not give me leave to ponder 
On things would hurt me more But I'll go in. 
t In boy, go firft. [To the Fool.] You houſeleſs poverty— 
oy * thee i in; 1 U Pray, * then 1 u Harp 


[Fool goes. 


3 To the ſkin ſo: tis——fo's and R.'s 8vo. 
X The 2d q. reads thou wouldſt, &c. 
1 The ath f. R. and P. read light for lay. 
m So the 58 s; the reſt roaring for raging. 
un Thequ's read ſave what bears their ſilial ingratitude, Ce. 
o The zd and ath fo's and R.'s 8yo read his for this, 
o The qu's read ſure for home. 
4 This in italic is not in the qu's, 
All but the qu's omit vou. 
» The qu's omit here. | : 
| Theſe two lines are not in the qu's, | 


ACT m. SCENE vl. 


Poor naked wretches, whereſoe'er you are, 
That bide the pelting of this pitileſs u night { 
How ſhall your houſeleſs heads, and unfed ſides, 
Your ” loop'd and window'd raggedneſs defend you 
From ſeaſons ſuch as theſe ? O, I have ta'en 
Too little care of this. Take phyſic, pomp ; 
Expoſe thyſelf to feel what wretches feel; 
That thou may'ſt ſhake the ſuperflux to them, f 
And ſhew the heavens more juſt. 
*Eadg. [wit in.] Fathom RAGE half, fathom and half ! Poor . 
| Tom. 
Fool. come not in here, nuncle, here's a ſpirit. Help me, 
help I [The Fool runs out from the hovel. 
Kent. Give me thy hand : who's there ? . 
Fool. A ſpirit, a ſpirit; he ſays his name's poor Tom. 


Kent. What art thou that doſt 63 there i' th ſtraw ? 3 
Come forth, N | 


Enter Edgar, diſguiſed as a madman. 


Egqg. Away! the foul fiend follows me. Through the 
ſharp hawthorn * blows the cold wind, * Humph, go to thy 
Þcold bed and warm thee. „„ 

v So the qu's; ; the reſt 1 br night. 

The fo's and R. read lop'd. 

X This ſpeech of Edgar is omitted in the au, "a 
The qu's have à ſpirit but once. 

2 The fo's and R. read blow the winds, 
2 The qu's omit humph. 

d All but the qu's omit cold. 


G4 Lear, 


| 
« 
= 
| 
; 
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art thou come to this? 


fiend hath led through fire and © through flame, through 


laid knives under his pillow, and halters in his pew; ſet rats- 
| bane by his h pottage ; made him proud of heart, to ride on 
"6 bay trotting horſe over four * inch'd bridges, to courſe his 


— h " * . 
— — 1 „c 


a-· cold 


charity, whom the foul fiend vexes. There could I have him 
now and there —and n there again—" and there. 


old thou fave nothing: 4 didſt thou give em all! 5 


TY m The 4th f. and all after read bere for there, 


Tear. © Haſt thou given all to thy * two daughters? and 


Eag. Who gives any thing to poor Tom? whom the foul 


f ford and © whirlpool, o'er bog and quagmire; that hath 


own ſhadow for a traitor, — i Bleſs thy five wits Tom's 


—k O do, de, do, de, do, de——Blefs this from 
whirlwinds, | ſtar-blaſting, and taking; FR poor Tom ſome. 


| Storm continues. 
Lear. + What, 2 have bis daughters brought him to this 
v paſs? —— 


£ 80 the qu "$3 the reſt did thou, give, Sc. 

d All but the qu's omit t] 

© Thequ's omit through flame. 

f The fo's and R. read ſword for ford. 

2 The qu's read whirli-poole. J. inſerts through before whirlpool, 
h So the qu's; the reſt porridge. 

The three laſt fo's and R. read arch'd for inch'd. 

1 The fo's read bliſſe for bleſs, 
* The qu's omit 0 do, de, do, de, do, des 

1 The qu's read ftar-bluſting. 


n The qu's omit and there, 
+ The fo's, R. and P. omit what. 


© The qu's omit have; the 1ſt, 2d, and 3d fo's has for have. 
p The 4th f. reads afſe for paſs. 


Q The fo's and R. read wouldft for didſt. - 
Fol, 


A CIT In. SCENE VE io; 
Fool. Nay, he reſerv'd a blanket, elſe we | had all been 
ſhamed. 

Lear. Now all the plagues that in the pendulous air 
Hang fated o'er men's faults, * light on thy daughters! 

Kent. He hath no daughters, fir. 

Lear. Death! traitor. Nothing could have ſubdued nature 
To ſuch a lowneſs, but his unkind daughters. 
ls it the faſhion that diſcarded fathers 
Should have thus little mercy on their fleſh ? 2 
judicious puniſhment ! 'twas this fleſh — 

Thoſe pelican daughters. 

Edg. Pillicock fat on Pillicock 1 hill, 
Halloo, halloo, loo, loo! 

Fool. This cold night will turn us all to fools and madmen. 

Edg. Take heed o'th' foul fiend. _ Obey thy parents. Keep 
thy * word Juſtly, Swear not. Commit not with man's 
ſworn ſpouſe. Set not thy 1 ſweer heart on proud array. 
Tom” s a-cold. 

Lear. What haſt thaw been ? 4 

Edg. A ſerving- man, proud in heart and mind; that curl'd 
my hair, 1 wore gloves in my cap, ſerved the luſt of my 
miſtreſs' heart, and did the act of darkneſs with her; ſwore 
as many oaths as I ſpake WOrgs, and broke them! in the ſweet 
face 55 


r The qu's read fall for abt. 

s The qu's read Pilicock ſat on Pelicock's þ ll, a lo Jo Io. 

t For word the qu's read words. The ſt f. word's juſtice; the er - 
fo's word, juſtice; R. word, do juſtice. . 

u The fo's, R. P. and T.'s 8yo read ſweet-heart. 

It was a cuſtom to wear gloves in the hat, upon three different mo- 
tives; either as the favour of a miſtreſs; in honour of ſome other reſpected 
friend; 3 Or a8 A mark to be challenged by an adverſary where a duel was de- 

pending. 
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face of heaven. One that ſlept in the contriving * of la, 


and wak'd to do it. Wine lov'd IV deeply; dice dearly, 


and in woman out-paramour'd the Turk. Falſe of heart, 
light of ear, * bloody of hand; hog in ſloth, fox in ſtealth, 
wolf in greedineſs, dog in madneſs, lion in prey. Let not 


the creaking of ſhoes, nor the * ruſlings of ſilks, betray thy 
poor heart to b women. Keep thy foot out of © brothel, thy 
hand out of e placket, thy pen from lender's © book, and 
defy the foul fiend. Still through d the hawthora blows the 


cold wind: * ſays ſuum, mun, nonny, dolphin my boy, boy 


See : let him trot * by. C.sð term continues. 


pending. And to this am i in all theſe three caſts, has c our author at difs 


ferent times alluded. 
King RI CHARD II. 
His anſwer was he would unto the ſtews, 


And from the common'ſt creature pluck a glove | 
i Ang wear it as a favour. 


King HENRY v. 


Here, uncle Exeter, fill this glove with crowns, 

And give it to this fellow. Keep it, fellow, 

And wear it for an honour tn th by cap. | 

And, again, in the ſame . 
k. Hen. Give me any gage of thine, and Iwill wear it in my bonnet: then - 
if ever thou dar'ſt acknowledge i it, TI will make it my quarrel. 

Will. Here's my glove, —— T. 
x $0 the qu's and fo's; the reſt omit of. 
Y The fo's and R. read dearly for deeply. 
2 The 2d f. reads bloody hand; the zd and 4th and R. Lloody handed. 


a $0 the P s which echoes the ſenſe better than ruſtling, the reading of 
all the reſt, 


b So the qu's; the reſt woman. 


e © $o thequ's; the reſt brothels, plackets, books, for brothel, plicke, book. 
d The 34 and 4th fo's read thy for the, 


e The qu's read hay no on ny, dolphin, my boy, my boy, ceaſe, let him trot by. 
t The zd and 4th fo's read ay for by. 


Lear. 


A0 T m. SCENE VI 0 


Lear. 5 Why, thou wert better in ® thy grave, than to an- 
ſwer with thy uncover'd body this extremity of the ſkies. Is 
man no more i but this? Conſider him well, Thou ow'lt 
the worm no ſilk, the beaſt no hide, the ſheep no wool, the 
cat no perfume. * Ha! here's three on's are ſophiſticated, 
thou art the thing itſelf ; unaccommodated man is no more 
but ſuch a poor, bare, forked animal as thou art. m Off, 
off, you lendings; come, unbutton here. 
[Tearing off his chaths. 
Fool. Pr ythee, nuncle, be content | this 1s a naughty 
night to ſwim in. Now a little fire in a ? wide field were 
| like an old lecher's heart, a ſmall ſpark, and all the reſt 4 on's 
body cold. Look, here comes a walking fire. 
Edo. This is the foul "fiend * Flibbertigibbet; he begins 
at curfew, and walks * til the firſt cock. He gives the web 
and the pin, {quints the eye, and makes the hair lip; mildews 
the white wheat, and hurts the poor creature of w the earth. 


* 


8 All but ths au” 8 omit why, 
h Thefo's, R. P. and H. read a for th. 
i So the qu's; the reſt than for but. 
k The qu's omit ba. 
' 1 so the qu's, fo's, and R.; P. and the reſt read of us for on's. 
m The qu's read of, off you leadings, come on be 1 true. 
n So the * s; the reſt contented. 
o So the qu's; the reſt 'tis tor this is. 
p All editions read wild; but wide | is beiter oppoſed to lite. 
The qu's read in body, 1 
All but the qu's omit fiend. ” 
The qu's read Stberdegibit, 
t The fo's and R. read at firſt cock, 1 1 3 
u The qu's read he gins the web, the pinguenes (2d Pingueuer ) the eye, 
and * 0 the hart lip. | 
The qu's and iff f. omit the, 


Saint 


_ 
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: the © tadpole ; the * wall-newt, and the © water- newt ; that 
in the * fury of his heart, when the foul flend rages, eats. 
cow-dung for ſallads; ſwallows the old rat, and the ditch- 


mine fold lid her, O light and her troth plight and arint thee, with arini thee. 


| ſtory of him in his legend. Hence he was invoked as the patron faint againſt 
that diſtemper. And theſe verſes were no other than a Popular charm, or 


x Saint Vit hold footed thrice the v wold, 
He met the night - mare, and her * name told, 
Bid her alight, and her troth plight, 
And aroynt thee, witch, * aroynt thee . 
Kent. How fares your grace? of 


s O E N * VIE. 
Enter Glo'ſter with a torch. 
Lear. What' 8 he? 
Kent. Who's there ? what is't yon ſeek? ? 


Glo. What are you there? your names? 
Esdg. Poor Tom, that eats the ſwimming frog, the toad, 


x The qu's read Sit hald footed thrice the olde anelthu night moore and ber” 


x The fo's, R. and P. read Swithold. 

Y The fo' 's, K. and P, read old. 

2 All the editions before V. read nine-fald, who alters it to name told, and 
gives the following explanation of this paſſage. 

Saint Withold traverſing the wold, or downs, met the night mare ; who 
having told her name, he obliged her to alight from thoſe perſons whom ſhe 
rides, and plight her troth to do no more miſchief. This is taken from a 


night ſpell againſt the Epialtes. W. 
a Aroynt thee, i. e. avaunt, be gone. Gloſl. 
b After ihee V. reads right. 
The qu's read toade pold. 
The qu's read wðall- wart. 
© The qu's and fo's omit newt; firſt ſupplies by * 
f The 2d q. reads fruite for fury, a 


dog; 


ACT Il. SCENE VI. 10 


dag; drinks the green mantle of the ſtanding pool; who is 
whipt from tything to tything, and ſtock-puniſh'd, and i im- 
priſon'd : who hath # had three ſuits to his back, ſix ſhirts to 
his body ; 
Horſe to ride, and weapon to wear; 
But mice and rats, and ſuch ſmall h deer 
Have been Tom's food for ſeven long year. 
Beware my follower. Peace, i Smulkin, peace, thou fiend. 
| Gh. What, hath your grace no better company? 
Eag. The prince of darkneſs is a — k Mod he's 9 
call'd and k Mahu. 
Gh. Our fleſh and blood, my lord, is grown ſo walls. 
That it doth hate what gets it. 
Eadg. Poor Tom's a- cold. 
i. Go in with me; my duty cannot ſuffer 
T obey in all your daughters hard commands; N : 
Though = their injunction be to bar my doors, 
And let this tyrannous night take hold upon vou, 
Yet have I ventur'd to come ſeek you out, 
And bring you where both fire and food u is ready, 

Lear. Firſt, let me talk with this philoſopher, — 
| What is the cauſe of thunder? 
Kent. My good lord, take his offer : ; 
| Go | into th' houſe. - 


8 The fo s, R 1. id P. omit bad. 
1 reads geer, and is followed by W. But deer | in old language is a . 
neral word for wild animals. J. 
i The qu's read Snulbug; T. V. and F. Smolkin.” 
* J. reads Mohu for Modo, and Abu for Mah. 
So all before P. who omits poor; followed by the reſt, 
m Before their the 3d and 4th fo s iuſert all. 
n H. reads are fog i © GT 


Lear. 


i WF 1 ST LS A R. 


Lear. ik talk a word with this P moſ learned Theban, | 
What is your ſtudy ? 


Edg. How to prevent the fiend, and to Kill vermin: 
Lear. Let 4 me aſk you one word in private. 
Kent. Importune him * to go, my lord; his wits begin to 
Aunſettle. 
Gl. Canſt thou blame him : ? F Storm continues. 
His daughters ſeek his death. Ah, that good Kent !— — 
He faid it would be thus—poor baniſh'd man! | 
Thou ſay'ſt, the king grows mad; I'll tell thee, friend, 
I am almoſt mad myſelf; I had a is. 
Now out- awd from my blood; he ſought my life, 
But lately, very late; I lov'd him, friend, 
No father his ſon dearer. 5 True to tell thee, 
The gricf hath craz'd my wits, What a night's this! 
I do beſeech your grace. e 
Laar. O cry you mercy, * ſir— 
Noble philoſopher, your company. 
Ede. Tom's a- cold. 
hh. In, fellow, there, into th' bor. keep thee warm. 
Lear. Come let's in all. 
Kent. This way, my lord. 
Lear. With him; 
| I will keep ill with my ohiloſopher. 


Kent. Good my lord, booth him; let him take we fellow. 


0 The " and ath fo's el take for talk, 
p $0 the qu's; the reſt ſame for moſt. _ 

q So the qu's and xſt and 2d fo's; ; the reſt us for me, 
r $9 the qu's and H.; the reſt inſert once more before to. 
s The 2d q. reads fruth for true. 

t The qu's omit ſir, 


u So all before P. who omits there; followed by the reſt, 


Co. 


ACT It, SCENE vI, nt 


Oh. Take him you on. 


Kent. Sirrah, come * on; go along with 1 us. 

Lear. Come, good Athenian. „ ; 
Glo. No words, no words, huſh, 

Edg. * Child Rowland 70 the dark y tower came, 


5 His word was fill, fy, fob, and fum, | | 
T fmell the blood of a Britiſh man. [Exeunt. 


” S0 all before P. who omits on; followed 1by the reſt. 


x The fables of ſuch a turn as that from which theſe lines are quoted be- 
85 ing originally taken from books of Spaniſh chivalry, it is probable the word 
ſtood there Infante Orlando, for which the tranſlator ignorantly put Child 
| Rowland : whereas Infante means a prince, one of the king's ſons. H. 
In the old times of chivalry, the noble youth who were candidates for 
| knighthood, during the ſeaſon of their probation were called Infans, Varlets, 
Damoyſels, Bacheliers, The moſt noble of the youth particularly Infans, 
Here a ſtory is told, in ſome old ballad, of the famous hero and giant=killer 
Roland, before he was knighted, who is therefore called acne which the 
ballad- maker tranſlated Child Roland. W. | i : 
This word is in ſome of our ballads, There is a : fon 8 of Child Water and | 
E lady. EG 
By theſe notes it ſhould ſeem that neither H. „. or J. had ever read Spen- 
cer, who in his Fairy Queen frequently makes uſe of child to lignify a prince 
or young knight; and I hope he is not to be ranked among your ignoramus's 
or your ballad-makers. See Fairy Queen, Book V. Cant. xi. Stanza 8. 
But the ſad ſteele ſeiz d not where it was hight 
Uppon the childe, (Prince Arthur) Lt femewhat ſhort did  fall— 
And Stanza 13 of the fame Canto, 
5 | Nought fear'd the childe his Le 


F The qu s read tone for tower. 
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Ss C E N E vii. 
Gloſter's caſtle, 
Enter Cornwall and Edmund. 


Corn. I will have my revenge, ere I depart his houſe. 
Edn. How, my lord, I may be cenſur'd. that nature thus 


gives way to Joyalty, ſomething ſears me to think of. 


Corn. 1 now perceive, it was not altogether your brother 


evil diſpoſi tion made him ſeek his death; but ae provoked 
ſpirit, ſet a-work by a reproveable badnels i in d himſelf. 


Edm, How malicious is my fortune, that. I muſt repent to 


be juſt. This is the letter e which he ſpoke of; which ap- 
proves him an intelligent party to the advantages of France. 


Oh heavens! that this treaſon were not, or not 1 the de- 
teQor ! 


Firn. Go with me to the dutcheſs. 

Edi. If the matter of this paper be certain, you have 

mighty buſineſs in hand. 

Corn. True or falſe, it - bath made thee of of cher. 
Seek out where thy father 1 is, that he may be ready for our 
apprehenſion. 


* Omit ted by F. who makes nobody enter in this ſeene, 
aso the qu's, and iſt and 2d fo's; the reſt omit my. 


b The qu's read the tor bis, 


e This is H.'s emendation; all the editions beſide read provoking merit; 
which V. explains, a merit which being neglected by the er, was pro- 
voked to an extrav «gant act, 

d H. reals him. 

e The qu's omit which. 

f The qu's omit nt. 


Edm. 


Ac in. SCENE K. tg 
Edin. If 1 find him comforting the king, it will ſtuff his 
ſuſpicion more fully. [afide.]- I will perſevere in my loy- 
alty, though the conflict be fore between that and my blood. 


Fern. I will lay truſt upon thee; and thou ſhalt find a 
| dearer father in my loves  CExcunt. 


A chamber in a Jarm:houſe. 
Enter Kent 4nd Glo'ſter, 


Clo. Here is better than the open air; 11. it chankfally 
will piece out the comfort with what addition I can ; I will 


not be long from you, TT 
Kent. All the power of his wits i have given way to k his 
= impatience. | | The gods reward your kindneſs, | 


Enter Lear, Edgat, and Fool, 


Ele. m Frateretto calls me, and tells me, 1 Niro is an 


angler in the lake of darkneſs, Pray, innocent, and beware 
the foul fend. 


: The fo's and N. read dich for dearer, 

h This is called Scena Sexta in the fo's; in N. Sc. y. 

i $0 all before P. who alters it to has; followed by the reſt : but power 
may be taken here as a noun of multitude (all the power of bis wits, ſignify- 
ing no more than all his wits) and conſoquently may be joined with a x plural 3 

verb. 

K The qu's omit his. 

1 The qu's read deſerve fot reward, 

m 80 the three firſt fo's ; the qu's Fretereto; the reſt Fraterrets, 


u Uptonis of opinion Shakeſpeare wrote Trajan inſtead of Nero. Critical | 
_ Obſervations, p. 234. 1 


The qu's omit and. 
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Fool, Pr'ythee, nuncle, tell me, whether a mad · man p be 2 


; gentleman or a yeoman? 


Lear. A king, a king. 
4 Fool. No, he's a yeoman, that has a gentleman to bi 


fon: for he's a r mad yeoman, that ſees his ſon a gentleman 
before him. 


Lear. To have a thouſand with red burning ſpits come 


* hiſſing in upon them — — 


© Edg. The foul fiend bites my back. 
Fool. He's mad that truſts in the tameneſe of a Wo of, 


horſe's v health, a boy's love, or a whore's oath, 


Lear. It Hall be done, I will arraign them Arat. 


Come, fit thou here, moſt learned juſtice; 
| Thou ſapient 2 =, 2 t here— 


now, ye ſhe foxes — 
Edg. Y Look where he nk and &lares. Wanton 5 2 


eyes, 


At trial, madam. 


Come 0 er the a brook, Beſly, to me. 


p The ER reads may be, Cc. 
4 This ſpeech is not in the qubs. 

The zd and 4th fo's, R. P. and H. omit mad. 

So the ad q.; the rſt hiſzing; the reſt hizzing. 

t What follows in italic is not in the fo's or R. 

u P. alters this, the health of a horſe, the love of a boy, or the oath 5 a 
whore; followed by the reſt. But Shakeſpeare was not ſuch a nice obſerver 
of uniformity of expreſſion; the Fool's character does not require it; nei- 
ther indeed does that of the moſt ſenſible, ſerious man, or the moſt accurate 
author. 

* I; ſays, without Sooke we ſhould read "TR i. e. to ſtand behind kim. 

* T. alters this to juſticer ; followed by the after-editors. 

Y Thequ's read Look where he ſtands and glares want ſt thou, eyes at trial 


(iſt q. trall) madam, T. who i is the firſt that reſtored this ſpeech from the 


gu's, altered he to ſve; and wanton t for wanteſt is a conjecture of Seyward. 
Theſe two ſpeeches of Edgar and the Fool are omitted by P. and H. 
All the editions read br00n for brook. FJ. conjectures brook. 


\ 


Fcol. 


ACT m. SCENE Is hi 


Fool. Her boat hath a lick, and ſhe muſt not gell. 
Why ſhe dares not come over to thee. 
Edg. The foul fiend haunts poor Tom in the voice of a 
 nightingale. Hopdance cries in Tom's belly for two white 
a herrings. Croak not, black angel, [ have no food for thee, 
d Kent, How do you, fir? Stand you not fo amaz d. 
Will you lie down and reſt upon the cuſhions ? 
Lear. III fee their trial © firſt, bring © in e the evidence; 
Don robed man , Juſtice, take thy place; 
And thou his yoke fellow of equity, 
Bench by his fide. You are 0'th' commiſſio on, fi . you 700. 
— Edg. Let us deal juſtly. 
Sleepeſt, or wakeſt thou, jolly Neebherd? , 
Thy ſheep be in the corn ; 
And for one blaſt of thy minikin mouth, 
Thy ſheep ſhall Fake no barm. 
Purre, the cat, is grey. „ od 
Lear. Arraign her firſt; tis Gonerill. 8 I here take my 
oath before this honourable efemdly, h be Rice d the e Peer king 
her father. 
Fool. Come hither, mi ifreſs; is yeur 1 name Gonerill 2 
Lear. She cannot deny it. 
Fool. Cry you mercy, * toc⸗ you oh a Joint. 2 


2 The qu's read kennen 
ob This ſpeech is omitted by P. and . 
P. and H. omit firſt. 

- d $0 the qu's; P. and the reſt inſert me before in, 

e The qu's read their for thc. 
f This ſpeech. is omitted by P. and H. 
E The remaining part of this ſpeech is omitted by P. and H. 
h The iſt q. omits ſhe. 
The 1ſt q. reads joyne ſtoole. 


SE 
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x Lear. And here's another, whoſe warpt looks proclaim 
What | flore her heart is made m of, Stop her there: 
Arms, arms, ſword, fire! —— “ Corruption in the place? 
Falſe juſticer, why haſt thou * her * 0 
Eadg. Bleſs thy five wits. e 
Kent. O pity! ar. whe; is the patience now 
That you ſo oft have boaſted to“ retain? 
Fag. My tears begin to take his part AR. 
5 They'll mar my counterfeiting. e [LAſide. 
Laar. The little dogs and all, | 1 
Tray, Blanch, and ſweet- heart, ſee, they bark at me. 
Eadg. Tom will throw his head at them. Avaunt, you 
” "EL nn „„ 
Be thy mouth or black or white, 
Tooth that poiſons if it bite; 
Maſtiff, grey- -hound, mongril grim, 
_ Hound or ſpaniel, brache or ” lym; 
2 Bobtail tike, or 5 trundle tail, 
Tom will make * him weep and wail : 
For, with throwing thus my head, 
Dogs leap the hatch, and all are fled, 


* The two firſt lines in this ſpeech are omitted in P. and H. 
| Perhaps Shakeſpeare wrote fuf inſtead of fore, 
m The qu's read an. 
* H. reads corrupt: on's. 
un The 3d and 4th fo's and R. read 1 remain, 
o so the qu's; the reſt they mar, &c. 
p So H. who explains i it to be a lime-hound : quaſi 13 ſays Min- 
ſhew, i. e. led always in a line, which woodmen, forreſters, and huntſmen 
call, a lime for a hound. All other editions read hym for m. 
4 so the qu's; the reſt inſert or before bobtail, 
r The three firſt fo's read tight for tike. 
The fo's read troudle for trundle. 
r The qu's read them for him, 


Aer In, SCENE NR. rip 


Do, de, de, de. w Sefey, come, march to wakes and 
fairs, 5 5 45 
And market towns, Poor Tom, thy horn 1s dry. 

Lear. Then let them anatomize Regan. See what breeds 
about her heart. Is there any cauſe in nature that * makes 
y theſe hard hearts: Lou, fir, I entertain 2 for one of my 
hundred; only, I do not like the faſhion of your à garments. 
You'll fay, they are Per/ian ® attire ; but let them be chang'd, 


Re-enter Glo ſter. 


Kent. Now, good my lord, lie here e and reſt awhile. 
Lear. Make no noiſe, make no noiſe, draw the curtains. 
d 80, fo, ſo; we'll goto ſupper 1 i'th' morning; * ſo, 5 ſo. 
Fool. And I'll go to bed at noon. 
lo. Come hither, friend. Where is the ring. 1 my maſter? 
Kent. Here, ſir; but trouble him not; his wits are gone. 
Ch. Good friend, I pr 'ythee, take him in thy arms. 


I have 0 'erheard 2 plot of death upon him. 
There is a litter ready, lay him in 't, 


And drive s toward Dover, friend, where thou ſhalt meet 
Both welcome and protection. Take up thy maſter. 


u The qu's read loudla, 1 come march, be. 
The fo's and R. read ſeſe for Sgſey. 
x The fo's and R. read make. 
? The qu's read this hardneſs. 
Z The qu's read you again after entertains 
® The 2d q. reads .garment. 3 
d So the qu's; all the reſt omit attire. 
© The qu's omit and reſt. 
4 So the qu's; the reſt repeat ſo but twice. 
© Theſe ſo's are omitted in all but the qu's, 
This ſpeech is omitted in the qu's. 
E The qu's read 40wards. 
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If thou x ſhould'ſt aally half an hour, his life, 
With thine, and all that offer to defend him, 
Stand in aſſured loſs. i Take up, take up, 

And follow me, that will to ſome proviſion 
Give thee quick conduct. 


Which, F ® convenience will not allow, 
Stand in hard cure. Come help to bear thy maſter; 


Mie ſcarcely think our miſeries our foes. 

Who alone ſuffers, n ſuffers moſt i th' mind ; 
Leaving free things, and happy ſhows behind: 
But then the mind much ſufferance e doth 0 _— 


How light and portable my pain ſeems now; Brag] 
When that which makes me bend, makes the king bow; 


Kent. Oppreſſed nature fleeþs. 
This reſt might yet have balm'd thy broken l | ſenſes, 


Thou muſt not ſtay behind. [To the Fool, 
605. Come, come any Eæeunt, n of te king, 


Manet Ed gar. 


Edg. When we our r betters fra bearing our ” Woes, 


When grief hath mates, and bearing, fellowſhip. 


* reads ſhould. „ * 
i Thequ's read take ::p to keep and 8 c. 
& What! is in italic is omitted in the fo's, R. P. and H. 
The qu's read »pprefſed, whereby the accent falls right to complete the 
verſe, the hemiſtich before conſiſtin gof a trochee and an amphibrach; but 
T. . and J. read oppreſ, whereby the verſe is ſpoiled., 
1 The qu's read finews. Senſes is a conjecture of T. | 
m So the qu's ; T. reads c9nveniency to complete the verſe, but convenience 
is a word of four ſyllables; ſo that the verſe was complete before. F ollowed 
by . and 7. | | 
The 2d q- has ſuffers but once. 
o So the qu's; T. V. and J. does. 
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ACT m. SCENE X. 1g 
He childed, as 1 father'd!——Tom, away; 
Mart the high noiſes, and thyſelf bewray, 

When falſe opinion, ? whoſe wrong thoughts defi! e thee, 

Int hy j uſe pr oof repeals, and reconciles thee. 


What will, oaks more to night ; /a afe "ſcape the king! 
: Lurk, hurk .— | | Exit Edg. 


8 N 8 K 


Gloſter s caſtle 


' traitor C ter. 
Reg. Hang him inſtantly, 
Con. Pluck out his eyes. 


1 


Adviſe the duke, where you are going, to a moſt * feſtinate 
Preparation; we are bound to the like. Our poſts ſhall be 


Farewel, my lord of Glo fier. 


b 5 the qu's; T. alters this to whoſe wrong thought defiles thee; I arr. 
to make it rhyme exactly with reconciles thee : followed by W. and . 
4 The qu's read revenge. 


r The qu's read feſtuant; the iſt f. Altona 
$ The qu's read intelligence. 


Enter Cornwall, Regan, Goneril Edmund, and Servants. | 


Corn. Poſt ſpeedily to my lord your huſband, ſhew him 
this letter. The army of France is landed. Seek out the 


Corn. Leave him to my diſpleaſure. Edmund, keep you 
our ſiſter company; the * revenges we are bound to take 
upon your traiterous father, are not fit for your beholding. 


ſwift and s intelligent betwixt us. Farewel, dear ſiſter. 
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i FFING LEAK 


Enter Steward. 


How now ? where's the king? 

Stew. My lord of Glo ſter hath convey'd him hence. 
Some five or ſix and thirty of his knights, 
Hot * queſtriſts after him, met him at gate, 
Who with ſome other of the lord's dependants, 
Are gone with him u toward Dover, where they boaſt 
To have well-armed friends. 

Corn, Get horſes for your miſtrefss. ; 
Con. Farewel, ſxeet lord, and ſiſter. [Exeunt Gon. and 
s Eg " 

Corn, Edmund, farewel. —_— - Go ſeek the traitor Glo er, 


[To o the ſervants, 
Pinion him like a thief, bring him before us; 


Though w well we may not paſs upon his life 
Without the form of juſtice; yet our power 
Shall do a cour teſy to our wrath, which men 
May blame, but not controul. 


Enter Clo'ſter 7 lane, and ſervants, 


Who's chere! ? the traitor? 
Reg. Ingrateful fox! tis he. 
Corn. Bind faſt his corky arms. 


Gh. What mean your graces? Good my friends, conſider, 
You are my gel do me no foul play, friends. 


8 The qu's read gueſtrits ; P. and H. qreſters, 


u The qu's read towards. 
v Thequ's omit well, 


- 


ACT m. SCENE XI. 121 


Corn. Bind him, I fay. 0" hey bind bim. 
Reg. Hard, hard. O filthy traitor! | 
Gl. Unmerciful lady as you are! * I'm none. 
Gorn. To this chair bind him. Villain, thou ſhalt find— 
| [Regan Plucſts his beard. 
Gb. 7 By the kind Gods tis moſt ignobly done 
To pluck me by the beard. 
| Reg. 80 white, and ſuch a traitor ? 
lo. Naughty lady, 
Theſe hairs which thou doſt raviſh from my chin 
Will quicken and accuſe thee ; I am your hoſt; 
With robbers' hands, my hol; pitable 2 favours 
You ſhould not ruffle thus. What will you do? 
Corn. Come, fir, what letters had you late from France: ; 
_ Reo. Bea ſimple- anſwer'd, for we know the truth. 
Corn. And what confederacy have you with the traitors 
Late footed in the kingdom? 
| Reg. To whoſe hands 
& Have you ſent the lunatick king? ſpeak. 
Gb. L have a letter Suellngly ſet down, 


X The qu' s read I 'm true. 
y By the kind Gods is not here meant a general title given to all the god s, 
but this is intended as a particular appeal to thoſe which were — 
by the name of the Dii boſpitales. wo : | 

2 H. V. and J. read favour. M.. has the following note. 
Favours. ] It is nonſenſe to underſtand it of gifts, kindneſſes, &c. 
We ſhould read favour, i. e. viſage. For they pluck d him by the beard. W. 

Who underſtood it of kindneſes, &c. ? Yet favours may ſtand for the ſilver 
hairs, the honours of old age, the ornament of that viſage. 

* Thequ's, P. and T. read /i Impie-anſwerer. 

b The 2d q. reads lately. 


E The 1ſt q- the fo's, and R, read you have, &c. 


„ 7 Which 
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Which came from one that? 3 of a neutral heart, 


Pluck out his poor old eyes; nor thy fierce ſiſter 
In his! anointed fleſh s ſtick boariſh phangs. 


In hell- black night endur'd, would have i i buoy'd up, 

And quench'd the k ſtellar fires; 

Yet poor old heart he holpt che heav'r ns tom rain, 
Ik wolves had at thy gate n howl'd that ſtern time, - 

"M hou ſhouldſt have faid, 0 4% good porter, turn the hey” ws 
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And not from one 3 
Corn. Cunning 

Reg. And falſe. 

Corn. Where haſt thou ſent the king? 1 
"Gl: To Dörr. 
Reg. Wherefore to Dover . 

Waſt thou not charg'd, at peril— 8 
corn. Wherefore to Dover? Let him 4 firſt Ar chat. 
Glo. I am ty'd to th' ſtake, and 1 muſt ſtand the cour ſe. 
Reg. Wherefore to Dover, e ſir? 
Elo. Becauſe I would not ſee thy cruel nails 


The ſea, with ſuch a ſtorm h as his bare head 


4 80 the qu's, T. V. and 7.; the rel omit firſt. 

e $0 the qu's ; all the reſt omit ſir. 

f The ad q. reads aurynted. 

'E The qu's read raſh for ſtick. 

n The aft g. reads on his lowd head; the 24 of his Jou'd head, 
1 For bacy'd the rſt q. reads bod; the zd laid; V. bcil' d. 
* So H. the 2d d. iſt f. R. and P. read ſiceled; the reſt felled. 
1 so the qu's; the fo's and T. holpe; the reſt help'd, 
m The qu's read rage for rain. 
n The qu's read heard that dearne time. 

o T. 's duodecimo, 77. and J. read go for good, 


3 


ACT III. SCENE XI. 125 


All cruels elſe ? ſubſcribe ; but I ſhall ſee 

The winged vengeance overtake ſuch children. 

Corn. See't thou ſhalt never. Fellows, hold the chair, 
Upon q thoſe eyes of thine I'll ſet my foot. 

[Glo'ſter is held down while Cornwall treads out one 
e e. 5 | 

Clo. He that will think to live 'till he be old, 

| Give me ſome help. O cruel! O, ye Gods! 

Reg. One ſide will mock another ; t'other too. 

Corn. If you ſee vengeance— 
Serv. Hold yaur hand, my word. 

I have ſerv'd s you ever ſince I was a child, 

But better ſervice have I never done you, 

| Than now to bid you hold. 

Reg. How now, you dog? 

Serv. If you did wear a beard upon your chin, [To Corn. 
h 14 ſhake it on this quarrel, What do you mean ? ? 


/ 


Corn. My villain! 1 [Draws. 
Serv, " Why then come on, and take the chance of anger. 
Fight, in the ſcuffle Cornwall is wounded. 
hs [fo another ſervant.] Give me thy word. A pea· 
ſant ſtand up thus? 

Ex [She takes a fword and runs at him bebind. 


P The « qu's, T. I. and J. read ſubſcribed, 
4 $0 the qu' s; the reſt theſe for theſe, 


r 80 the qu' s; the reſt you for Je. 

The 1ſt q. omits yor. CY, 

© Thequ's read draw and fi lebt. * 
u 2 $0 the qu's; the reſt nay for why, 

This direction firſt put in by R. Et ae Bad ba ESE 

© 80 the qu's; J. comes behind and kills him; the reſt only kills him. 


& £ 
* 


Serv. 


mm Five LC. 


Serv. Oh, I am flain——My lord, 7 * have you one eye 


left, 
To ſee ſome miſchief on him; 0 [Dies, 
Corn, Leſt it ſee more, prevent it. Out  vilde gelly: 
Where is thy luſtre now ?  [Treads out the other eye. 


Sh. All dark and comfortleſs Where's my ſon Edmund * 
Edmund, * enkindle all the ſparks of nature 
To quit this horrid act. | 

Reg. Out! b treacherous villain, 
Thou call'ſt on him that hates thee ; it was he 

That made the overture of thy treaſons to us, 

Who is too good to pity thee. 
Gb. 0 A 
Then Edgar was abus'd. Find Gods, forgive 
Me that, and proſper him! 
Reg. Go thruſt him out 
c At gates, and kt him ſmell his way to Dover. (Ex. witz 
Glo. 
How i is't, my lord! ? how i do you? 
corn. I have receiv'd a hurt. Follow me, lady— 
Turn out that eyeleſs villain, Throw this ſlave 


y So thequ's; the reſt read you have, * omitting yet. 

2 $0 all editions before P. who alters it to vile; followed by the reſt: : 
but vilde was 4 method of ſpelling the word in Shakeſpeare's time, as may be 
| ſeen by the contemporary writers. The editors of Spencer have been exact 
in preſerving the words as he ſpelt them; why ſhould not the ſame exactneſs 
be obſerved in treating Shakeſpeare ? 

® The qu's read unbridle for enkindle. 

b Thequ's omit treacherous. 
e H. reads at ih gates. 

4 All the editions read look for da: but ſhe could never aſk how he look 41 | 
the ſaw that, 


2 
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Upon the dunghill. Regan, I bleed apace. 
Untimely comes this hurt, Give me your arm. 
| Exit Cornwall led by Regan, 
e 1} Serv. Pl] never care what withedneſs 1 do, 
7 this man come to gord. 
2d Serv. If ſbe live long, 
And in the end meet the old courſe of death, 

Women will all turn monſters. 
— Serv. Let's follow the old earl, and get the 1 
79 lead him where he would ; his f roguiſt madneſt 
Allows itſelf to any thing. 


2d Serv. Go thou; III fetch ſome flax and whites of eggs 
T'a by 2 _— face. Now, heaven helþ him. 
[Exeunt ſeverally. 


e What follows | in italic! is only! in the qu „ T. W. and J. 
F The iſt q- omits roguiſh, 


ACT 


r 


3-0 E N B I. An open gung. 
Enter Edgar. 


Edgar. 
” T better thus, and known to be contemn'd, 
Than ſtill contemn'd and flatter'd. To be worſt, 
The loweſt, a and moſt Þ dejected thing of fortune, 
Stands fill i in ©  eſperance ; lives not in fear. 
The lamentable change is from the beſt ; 
'The worſt returns to laughter. © Welcome then, 
Thou unſubſtantial air, that I embrace! : 
The wretch, that thou haſt blown unto the worſt, 


Owes nothing fo thy blaſts. 


Enter Gloſter 10 by an old man. 


But who comes here? 

My father f poorly led? W. orld, world, O world! 
But that thy ſtrange mutations make us 5 5 hate thee, 
Life would not yield to > age. . 


— 80 all before P, who omits and; followed by the reſt. 
b The 2d, 3d, and 4th fo's, and R. read deject for dejeled, | 
© Thequ's read experience for eſperances 
d What is in italic is omitted in the qu's. 
© The qu's read who's here, &c. 
f The ſt q. reads parti, eyd for poorly led. 
The ſenſe of this paſſage is, Theſe changes make us ſick of life; elſe 
we ſhould be loth to die; to reſign life to the weight of years. All copies 
read hate but T. who has altered it to wet. | 


ACT Ww. SCENE L 


Old Man. O my good lord, . 

T have been Jop. tenant, and your father s tenant, 
Theſe fourſcore * years. 
Cb. Away, get thee away. Good friend, be gone; 
Thy comforts can do me no good at all, 
Thee they may hurt. 
Old Man. i Alack, fir, you cannot fs your way. 
Cb. I have no way, and therefore want no eyes: 
1 ſtumbled when I ſaw, Full oft *tis ſeen, 
Our * means ſecure us; and our mere defects 
Prove our commodities. — Ah, dear ſon Edgar, 
The food of thy abuſed father” 8 wrath ; 
Might I but live to ſee thee 1 in my touch, 

I'd ſay I had eyes again! 
Old Man. How now? who's there! Y 
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Ede. Caſide.] O Gods! who is't can fag, I am at the worlt? 


Iam worſe than e'er I was. 5 
Old Man. 'Tis poor mad Tom. 


Ecdg. Caſide.] And worſe I may be yet; the worlt | is not, 


n 80 long as we can ſay, this is the worſt. 
Old Man. Fellow, where go'ſt ?- 
Glo. Is it a * Þ 


h The qu's omit years, and put a daſh after fourſeore, e. 
i All but the qu's omit. alack, fr, | 


k So all before P. If this reading be right, by means may. perhaps be un- 
derſtood, mean things, (uſing the adjeQtive ſabſtantively) i. e. adverſe res, 
H. reads meanneſs for our means, P. and the reſt, our mean ſecures 189 
which . interprets, moderate, mediscre condition. * propoſes two read- 
ings, our means ſeduce us, i. e. our powers of body or fortune draw us into 
evils : or, our maims ſecure us, i. e. that hurt or deprivation which makes us 


defenceleſs, proves our ſafety, 
I So the qu's; the reſt 0h. 
m The qu's read as for 0. 


On 
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Old Man. Madman, and beggar too. 
| Glo. He has ſome reaſon, elſe he could not beg. 


Pth' laſt night ſtorm I ſuch a fellow ſaw; _ 
Which made me think a man, a worm. My ſon 


i 
* 
4 


— 


0 The qu's, 3d and 4th fo's, and R. read tt before wanton, 
p The qu's read bit for kill. 


4 The 2d f. read their for this. 
r so all before P. who omits that ; followed by the reſt. 
s H. and /. read anguiſbing for ang' ring. 
d So the qu's; all the reſt get thee away, If, Cc. 
u The qu's read here for hence. 
W The 2d q. reads to for 70 ward. 
'X The qu's read wh; the fo's and R. which, 
do all before P. who omits thee ,; followed by the reſt, 
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Came then into my mind; and yet my mind | 
11 Was then ſcarce friends with him. I have heard more ſince, 
1 As flies to o wanton boys, are we to th Gods; J 
4 1 hey! P kill us for their ſport. 
4 Eadg. How ſhould 4 this be? 
1 Bad is the trade * that mult play the fool to forvow, 
Af © Ang ring itſelf and others. [afide 1= - Bleſs * maſter, 
{1 Glo. Is that the naked fellow! ? 
1 Old Man. Ay, my lord. -- - 
9 lo. Then pr'ythee get thee gone. I, for my ſake, 
1 Thou wilt o'ertake us hence a mile or twain 
14 I th way w toward Dover, do it for ancient love; 
1 And bri ing ſome covering for this naked ſoul, 
7 * Whom [']l entreat to lead me. 
i Old Man. Alack, fir, he is mad. OD 
1 lo. 'Tis the time's plague, when madmen lead the blink 
41 Do as I bid / thee, or rather do thy pleaſure; . 
Is. Above the reſt, be Rane. 
1 s 
ne n Before to the qu's read are. 905 
9 
| 
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01d Man. II bring him the beſt rel that I 1 | 
Come on't what will. 

Gh. 2 Sirrah, naked fellow. 

Edg. Poor Tom's a- cold. I cannot 2 daub it c further. 5 

| | [Aſide. 

Gb. come hither, fellow. 
Edg. I aſide. d And yet I muſt.- — 
Rleſs thy ſweet eyes, they bleed. n 
6h. Know'ſt thou the way to 8 


_ Edo. Both ſtile and gate, horſe. way and foot- path, por 
Tom hath been ſcar'd out of his good wits. Bleſs thee, 
* good man, from the foul fiend. 4 Five fendt have been in 


or 


H. reads f rab, you, naked fellow. 


2 For daub (which V ; interprets ſpiſe) the au 5 and P. read dance; H. 
: tity omitting it, 


d The qu's omit and yet I mf. 
e The fo's and R. read good man's ſon, from, Ec. 


4 What is in italic is omitted in the fo's and R. 
Shakeſpeare has made Edgar, in his feigned diſtraction, frequently allude 


to a vile impoſture of ſome Engliſh Jeſuits, at that time much the ſubject of 
converſation; the hiſtory of it having been juſt then compoſed with great 


art and vigour of ſtile and compoſition by Dr. S. Harſenet, afterwards Arch- 
biſhop of York, by order of the privy- council, in a work entitled, A decla- 
ration of egregious popiſh impoſtures, to withdraw his majeſty's ſubjects from 
their allegiance, &c. under pretence of caſting out devils, prafliſed by Ed- 
munds, alias Weſton, a Feſuit, and divers Romiſh prieſts his wicked aſſociates. 


Printed 1603, The impoſture was in ſubſtance this, while the Spaniards 
were preparing their armada againſt England, the Jeſuits were here buſy to 
promote it, by making converts; one method they employed was to diſpoſ- 


leſs pretended demoniacs, by which artifice they made ſeveral hundred con- 


verts amongſt the common people. The principal ſcene- of this farce was 
laid in the family of one Mr. Edmund Peckham, a Roman Catholic, where 


Marwood; a ſervant of Anthony Babington's, (who was afterwards executed 


for treaſon) Trayford, an attendant upon Mr. Peckham, and Sarah and 


Friſuood Williams, and Anne Smith, three chambermaids in that family were 
— ſiuppoſed 


<a 
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poor Tom at once; * luſt, as Obidicut ; f Hobbididence 
prince of dumbneſs ; Mahu, of Healing; 8 odo, of murder; 

u Flibbertigibbet of i mobbing and k mowing ; who ſince 50, 

ſelſes chamber-maids and waiting-women. 1 So, bleſs thee, 
_ maſter. 
Glo. Here, take this purſe, thou whom the heaven! $ _ 

| Have humbled to all ſtrokes. That I am wretched, 
Makes thee The happier, Heavens deal ſo fill! 


Let the ſuperfluous, m and luſt-dieted man, 
That“ braves your ordinance, that will not ſee 


Becauſe he does not feel, feel your * quickly: 


ſuppoſed to be poſſeſſed with devils, and came into the prieſt's hands for cure, 
But the diſcipline of the patients was ſo long and fevere, and the prieſts ſo 
clate and careleſs with their ſucceſs, that the plot was diſcovered on the con- 
feſſion of the parties concerned, and the contrivers of it deſervedly puniſhed, 
= The five devils here mentioned, are the names of five of thoſe who were to 
act in this far ce upon the chambermaids and waiting women. and they ae: 
generally ſo ridiculouſly nick-named, that Harſenet has one chapter on the 
| ſtrange names of their devils ; left, fays he, meeting them otherwiſe by chance, 
you miſtake them for the names of tapſiers and Jugghers. W. The ſubſtance 
of this note is in T.'s edition. 
© P. omits of luft, as Obidicut. 
f 8o the qu's; the reſt Hobbididen. 
. E Sothequ's; the reſt Moha, | 
n The qu's read Sttberdigebit, 
1 The qu's read mobin; P. moping ; the reſt mopping.. 
* The qu's read Mobing, printed as a proper name of one of the fends, 
and retained as ſuch by P. (and ſpelt Mowing) on account of which he ex- 
dluded Obidicut, as the number {ive is complete without it. But mobbing ſeems. 
to allude to the mobs which gathered to ſee the poſſeſſed people; and mowingy 
i. e. making mouths, to the diſtortions of their faces when the pretended fit 
was upon them. . 
1 All but the qu's omit ſv, bleſs thee,” good 1 > 
m R. reads and the luſt-dieted, &c, 
n 80 H. and W.; the qu's read ſtands,, the fo's ſlaves. 


% 


ACT W. SCENE H. 31 


80 Jiftribution ſhould o undo excels, 


And each man have enough. Do'ſt thou know Dover? 
Edg. Ay, maſter. 
Gh. There is a cliff whoſe high and bending head 


Looks P fearfully 4 on the confined deep; 


Bring me but to the very brim of it, 


And I'll repair the miſery thou doſt bear, 


8 With ſomething rich about me. From that place 
1 ſhall no” leading need. | 


Edg. Give me thy arm, 5 . By 
Poor Tom ſhall lead thee. 1 1 


The duke of Albany” palace. 


Enter Goneril and Edmund. 
Con. Welcome, my lord; 1 marvel, our mild buſband 


Not met us on the way. . ND . 


1 Steward. 


| Now, where's your maſter ? 

Stew. Madam, within; but never man fo chang d. 1 
I told him of the army hat was landed ; 

He ſmil'd at it. I told him, you were coming, 


His anſwer was, the worſe. Of Gloſter's treachery, 
And of the loyal ſervice of his s fon, 


© The qu's read under for undo. | 

Þ The qu's read firmly for fearfully. N 

4 The qu's and fo's read in for on. | 
F The two laſt fo's and R. and TJ. s 8vo read lending for 1 
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When I inform'd him, then he call'd me ſot; 
And told me, I had turn'd the wrong ſide out. 
What moſt he ſhould diſlike, ſeems eg to him; 
What like, offenſive. 
Con. Then thou ſhalt go no farther, [To — 


It is the cowiſh * terror of his ſpirit, 
That dares not undertake ; ; he'll not feel wrongs, 


Which tie him to an anſwer, u Our wiſhes on the way 
May prove effects. Back, Edmund, to my brother; 
Haſten his muſters, and conduct his powers. 
I muſt change * arms at home, and give the diſtaff 
Into my huſband's hands. This truſty ſervant 
Shall paſs between us; Y ere long you are like to hear, 
If you dare venture in your own behalf, 55 
A miltreſs's 1 command. Wear this; ; (a gives him a ring] 
7 ſpare ſpeech ; | 
Decline your head. This kiſs, if i it durſt ſpeak, 
Would ſtretch thy ſpirits up into the „ 
Conceive, and * fare thee well. 
Edm. Yours in the ranks of death. N 
Gon. My moſt dear Glo fer“ 3 Exit Edmund. 


The qu's read hat be ſhould moſt 1655 

t The 2d q. reads curre for terror. 

u H, reads that our wiſhes on th' way may prove efefts, back to my bro- 
ther, Ec. 

The It g. reads Edgar for Edmund. 

X The fo's and R. read names for arms. | 
So all before P. who reads You ere long hall hear; followed by the 
reſt.” 

2 The 2d q. reads coward for 3 
® This direction added by H. 
b The iſt 4. reads fer you ww: the ad fargewell, 


ACT IV. SCEN E II. 133 


c Oh, the 4 difference of man, and man! 
Jo thee © a woman's ſervices are due; 


t My fool uſurps my body. 3 
Stew. Madam, here comes my lord. Ls Exit Steward. 


Enter Albany. 


Gon. I have been worth the h whiſtle. 

| Abb. Oh, Gonerill, q 

You are not worth the duſt, which the i rude wind 
Blows in your face. ——& 7 4 58 your di iſpofi tion: 
That nature, which contemns | its origin, 

Cannot be border'd certain in itſel fs. 

She that herſelf will = ſilver, and di fbranch, 

From ber n material ſaþ, perforce muſt wither, | 
And come to deadly uſe. 


© 'This line i is not in che qu's. 
4 $0 all before P. who inſerts ſtray ge after the; ; followed "= the reſt. 

e The 2d q. omits a. 

F The iſt q. reads a fool _ my et the 2d my fat ufurps my bead. 9 
g So the qu's; the reſt omit this direction. 

b The rſt q. reads whi/iling. 

1 The 2d q. omits rude. 

* What follows in italic is omitted in the fo 8 Dy R. 

I The rift g. reads ith; the ad it for its. | 

m P. reads ſhiver, 
n T. H. and J. read maternal for material; to ſupport which latter 
reading, in the uſual ſenſe of the word, V. has a long note; but after all 

- N that material may ſignify maternal; and quotes the title of an old 
Engliſh book to prove that material has been uſed in that ſenſe ; the title is 

as follows, Syr John Froiſſart's chronicle tranſlated out of the Frenche into our 
material Engliſh tongue by John Bouchier, printed 1525. But a few words 
will determine the reading to be material in the uſual ſenſe; for the force of 
Albany's argument to prove that a branch torn from a tree muſt infallibly 
wither and die, lies in this, that it is ſeparated from a communication with 
that which ſupplies i it with the very identical matter by which it (the branch) 
lives, and of which it is compoſed, | 


8 . 


134 r 
Gon. No more, the text Is Fe _. 

Alb. Wiſdom and goodneſs to the vile ſeem vile, 

P Filths favour but themſelves. What have you done ? 
Tygers, not daughters, what have you perform'd? 

A father, and a 1 aged man, | 

q Whoſe reverence even the head-lugg'd bear would lick, 
Maſt barbarous, mt degenerate have you madded, 
Cou'd my good brother ſuffer you to do it, 
A man, a prince by him ſo s benefited £ # 

If that the heav'ns db not their viſible ſpirits 
Send quickly daun to tame t theſe vile offences, 


u Twill come, * humanity mult Ferforce FO + on. 
Itſelf, like mon / ers of the deep, 


Con. Milk-liver'd man ! 

That bear'ſt a cheek for blows, A head for wrongs z J 

Who haſt not in thy brows an eye 8 diſcerning 

Thine honour from the ſuffering; that not know'ft, 
Fools ds 2 thoſe villains pity, who are puniſh 4 

K re they have done their miſchief, Where's thy drum? 

France ſpreads his banners in our noiſeleſs land, 


o so the qu's; P. and the editors after him, omitting the text, read _y 
"tis feoliſh, 


DP P. and H. omit ade Une 
All but the qu's omit this line. 
The zd q. omits even. 
s The 2d q. reads benefitted. 
d For theſe the iſt q. reads this ; ; the reſt the. 

u In the qu's it will come; omitted by the reſt. 

The 2d q reads humanly. 

X The qu's read deſerving. 

The following in italic is omitted in the fo's, R. and P. 
Bo the qu's and H.; the reſt theſe for tbeſe. 
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with plumed helm thy * flate begins to threat; 
T hilſt thou, a moral fool, fit fill, and ond = 
 Alack! why does he ſo? 1 


Alb. See thyſelf, devil : 
Proper deformity b ſeems not in the fiend 


So horrid as in woman, 

Con. O vain fool! „ 

© Alb. Thou changed, and * ſelf- cover d thing, for ſham, 
Be-monfler not thy feature. here t my fitneſs 

To let theſe hands obey d my blood, = 

They are apt yy to dliſlocate and W 

Thy fleſh and bones. Howe'er thou art a fend 


A woman's ſhape doth 2 thee—— _ 
Gon. Marry, your manhood f now. 


Enter a Meſenger 
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8 Alb. What news? 
Meſſ.. Oh, my good lord, the duke of Cornwall 's dead, 


Slain by his ſervant, going to put out 


The other eye of Glofter. 


Alb, Glofter's eyes? 
Me. A ſervant, that he wid: h thrill'd with n 


Oppos'd againſt the act, bending his ſword 


a The 1ſt q. reads thy ate begins thereat ; the 2d thy faaier begin treat 


T. and all after, thy (H. the ) ſlayer begins his threats, 


The 1ſt q. reads ſhews for ſeems, 
The fo's, R. P. and H. omit what is in italic. 


So the qu's and J.; J. and /. read ſelf-converted, 
T. and V. read my [boiling] blood. 

The qu's read diſiecate.© - 

The 1ſt q. reads mew for now. 

All but the qu's omit this ſpeech. 

* The 0 8 Fead ren for thrill'd. 
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To his great maſter; who, i thereat enraged, 
Flew on him, and amongſt them fell'd him dead, 
But not without that harmful ſtroke, which ſince 
Hath pluck'd him after. 
Alb. This ſhews you are above, 
k You! juſtices, that theſe our nether crimes 
So ſpeedily can venge. But O poor Gloſter / 
Loſt he his other eye? 
Mes. Both, both, my lord. 
This letter, madam, craves a front anſwer 3 J 
*Tis from your ſiſter. 
Con [afide.] One way, I like this ll; 
But being widow, and my Glofter with her, 
May all the building ® in my fancy pluck 
Upon my hateful life. Another way, 
The news is not ſo n tart, I'll read, and anſwer. Exit. 
Alb. Where was his ſon, when they did take his eyes? 
Mg. Come with my lady hither, 
AI, He is not here. 


Meſſ. No, my good lord, I met him back again. 
Ab. Knows he the wickedneſs ? 


Hitefſ. Ay, my good lord, twas he inform'd againſt him, | 


Aud quit the houſe ® on purpoſe that their puniſhment 
June: have the freer courſe. 


| 


« The rſt f. reads threat-enrag'd. 
& The 2d q. reads your. 


1 The rſt 5 reads juſtiſers. 
m The qu's read on for in. 


« The qu's read fooke for tart. - 
1 $0 the W 0 and two firſt fo's ; the reit of for on. 


1 


Alb. 


ACT Iv. SCENE Il. 737 
Alb. 5 Gl "er, Dlive  — [A/ide. 
To thank thee for the love thou ſhew'dſt the TION FS, 
And to revenge thine eyes. Come hither, friend, 

Tell me what more thou knoweſt. LExeunt. 


Enter - Kent a; a Gentleman. | 


Kent. ® Why the king of France is * ſuddenly gone back 
Know you the reaſon? 


s Gent. Something he left inperfect in the fate, 
Which ſince his coming forth i is thought of, which 


Imports to the kingdom ſo much fear and danger, 


That his t perſonal return was moſt requir'd and neceſſary, 
Kent. u Who hath he left behind him general ? 


Cent. The * mareſchal of France, monſieur x le Far. 


Kent. Did Fur letter Pierce the queen to. any demonſtra- 
| tion of grief? 


Cent. y Ay, fir, ſhe : took them, read them in my pre · 
| fence, 


P J. marks this ſpeech to be ſpoken aſide ; but gives not the reaſon, 


which is becauſe it was not proper the meſſen ger thould know his i intention 
of revenging the ill uſage of Glofter. 


4 This whole ſcene is omitted in the fo 8 and R. 


| 7 Sothequ's and F.; P. and the reſt read the ling of Fra rance fo ſuldenly 
gone back, &c. 


2 This ſpeech i is printed proſe-wiſe | in the qu's. 
t P. omits to and perſonal ; followed by the reſt, except J. 


u T. 's duodecimo, 77. and F. read whom for who ; 3 but whe is e 
uſed as the accuſative caſe, as well as whom. | 


Y The qu's read marſpal. 
* The qu's read Ja Far. 


3 The qu's and P. read T ſay; T. H. and M. I, fir. 
6 80 the W S3 P. and all after took 'em, read em. 


And 


. 
1 
9 7 
" 
: 7 „ „ 
{ o 
"wy 
it L 
oY 
- 
[of 
U 
1 
9 4 25 
al 1 
wel 1 
4 N 
1 . 
1, 
* 
' 5 
9 
ITT 
\ bet 
» = 
UL 
B73 
HOY 
Fu 
** 
oy 
ES 
7 9 n 
Is 
t = 
4 N 
En oo 
1 25 
1, N 
Rr 
19) {le 
7 241K 
a N 
1 2 
o 
e be 
\ - 
FT Fn 
Wt outs 
3 2, 
\ 
, to: ft 
„i: „ 
1 
— 
* 4: "So 
NA Ok 
als. 
* wy weed 
be... : 
Crs 
2 1. 
1 F 
Pi 55 
94 
Tx 
uh. 11 7 
*. 
gz 1 a 
1 
4- 
. 
wn 
{ 
6 | # 
1 
Y * 
193 
"HU \ 
Wes 
£& 
4. 
2 yard 
\ 
e 
* *. 
1 
N., 
N 1 
A ths 
A on 
— vt 
"Py rz. 
WH, {2 Fa a 
eds 
LY 4. = 
L „ 
ti 
ALE 
i 2te L. 
1 
. meg ry — 
1 
Ae '1 5 
1 D ny 
4 0 1 
7 * N T_ 
4 LAY * 
1 40 i, \ 5 
Ti NOK 2 
* Aber 
14400 7 N, 8 
1 1 * 
b 54 9 
r 
4 73 "WES 
18 
9 
7 7 
F 
1 1 
TH N 
_ v 47 LI 
* Mi ” 
' by TEL 
= 
Ars \ 
U 
M 
1 all \ 
. an M = 
Mu 
N. 
r 
* + ol Ly 
A NTHARM 
.. 
EO 
"OE 
1 12 
. 44 
7 5 
% 
A, 
1 * 
J 
—— „ J 
e . 
Ko 
9 
Pas > 
1. . 
Ay „ 
ms 
6 
TIM 
140 b7 
1 54 
105 y 
1 
"Bl 
1 
N 
1 4 
15 
i. 
4550 
: 
= 
2 
"AT 
33 
* 
Rn 
1 
* 1 
tn. 
>, 
. 
a 
a 5 
65 bl 
. 4 
11 
101, 445 


— 
— 

„ ee 
— oF > a — 

n 


i 


U 
bY 4 
"4; 
* 28 
"IS 4 
$ 
U 
4 
7 
uy 
1 
''S 
70 
yo ” 
* 
= 
ts 
. 
> 4 
Y N 6 
= 
GEN 1 
* 45 
5 1 K 
1 
414] 
(RESE? 1 
\ - 
6 ALD N 
7 "7 
18 
= j 
193 
| 7 
89 
18 o 
is 
{ 
Job 
5 
7 
134 
o 1 1 
wy 
$4 
*. 
17 
i 
5 F 
; 


14 
+12 
1 . 
45258 
1 
I 7 
J 1 
7 4 
J. 
7 


2 2 << = Ay —_ 2 
— 7 1 : Sr 
. 5 reren 
k =; 
* ©. 6 


138 * LS. 


And now and then an ample tear trill'd down 


Her delicate cheek ; it ſeem'd, ſhe was a queen 
Over her paſſion, a who, moſt rebel. like, 
Sought to be king o'er her. 
5 Kent. O, then it mov'd her. 
Gent. b Not to a rage. Patience and ſorrow © ſtrove. 


4 Who ſhould expreſs her goodlieſt ; you have ſeen 
Sun. ſhine and rain at once; 


—e her ſmiles and tears 


Were like a f welt er May. 1 hoſe 8 happy h ſmilets, 
That play'd on her ripe lip, ſeem'd not to know 

What gueſts were in her eyes; which parted thence 
As pearls from diamonds dropt.“ 


-In brief, 
Sorrow would be a rarity moſt belov' d; 
It all could fo become it. 

Kent. Made ſhe no verbal | Gelten 85 


Cent. k Faith, once or twice ſhe heav'd the name of father 


Pantingly forth, as if! It Preſt her heart. 


2 80 1 P. alters who to which, 10 8 6064 by all after: but here 
 paſſic on is perſoniſcd as a revel; and %% more ſtrongly marks the perſonifica- | 
tion. Altering in this manner is in effect turning poetry into proſe. 

d So the qu's and J.; the reſt bt not to rage, c. 
c The qu's read ſircme for /frove. 
d P. alters who to which; followed by all after. See above, note a, 
e P. and H. omit what is in italic, - 
f The qu's read better way. The emendation is W.'s. RD) 
' 8 P.'s duodecimo reads happieſl 3 which error is followed by all but H. 


h So the qu's, a diminutive of Shakeſpeare” s coining, which not only 
ſerves to vary the expr reſſion from ſmiles, in the verſe before, but is in this 


place a great beauty; for as the ſmiles are to play, he perſoniſies them by 


infants, calling them ſijets, or young {mi es, that they might ſeem the better 


adapted to the office he engages them in: and the idea that was formed in 


the poct's mind, might put him ,in the humour of playing with the word, 
and producing from it that pretty one, ſmilets. P. and all after read ſniles. 
1 For geſtion, H. reads gzeſts; W. queſt, i. e. complaint, from gueſtus. 

* So the qu's; P. omits faith; the reſt yes for faith. 
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Cry'd, ſiſters! fiſters!—! ſhame of ladies / F Hers! 
Kent! father + ' fifters ! What m th” ſtorm? 'th night? 2 
Let pity n not ® believe it! — ? There ſhe ſhook | 8 
The holy water from her berely eyes; 

4 And * clamour moiſten'd her; * away ſhe ſtarted 
To deal with grief alone. 

Kent, It is the ſtars, 

The ſtars above us govern our conditions: - 

Elſe one ſelf mate and mate could not — 

Such different iſſues, “ You ſpoke not with her ſince? ? 
Gent. No. | 

Kent. Was this before the king return'd 0 

Gent. No, ſince. | 

Kent. * Well, fir; the poor diſtreſſed tar S 7 the town, 
Who ſometimes, in his better tune, remembers 

What we are come about, and by no means 

Will yield to ſee his daughter, 

Gent, Why, good fir? 


Kent. A ſovereign ſhame ſo * elbows him : his 2 OWN un- : 
kindneſs, 


I This in italic is omitted by P. and H. 

m P. and H. read 7th* ſtorm of night? 

n So the qu's, which P. alters to ne'er; followed by the reſt. 
The 1ſt q. reads not be beleeft, &c.; the ad not be belee v a, Ge. 
P P. reads then for there. n 

1 P. and H. omit and clamour moiſten'd her. 

* So the qu's and J. q the reſt clamour- motion d, omitting ber. 
P. and H. read and then retir'd to deal, Ce. 

t P. and H. omit it is the ſtars. 

* The iſt q. reads ſelf mate and make. 

W $0 the qu' s; P. and all after ſpoke Jou with her ſince 2 

P. and H. omit well, fir. | : 

so the qu's; P. and all after in town, 

* Sothequ's; P. alters elbows to bows ; followed by the reſt. 
* 50 the qu's; P. omits own z followed by the reſt. 


That 


Fo foreign caſualties, gave her dear rights 


Detains him from © Cordelia. 


Will in concealment wrap me up awhile: 
; When I am known aright, you ſhall not grieve 


Along with me CExeunt. 


As mad as the © vext ſea, ſinging aloud, 
Crown'd with rank f fumiterr, and furrow weeds, 


with the alles of the qu 's. Lat, fumaria, Miller, 


That ſtript her from his benediftion, turn'd ber 


To his dog- hearted daughters: : theſe things ſting 
Þ His mind ſo venemouſly, that burning ſhame 


Gent. Alack, poor gentleman! 
Kent. Of Albany's and Gornwall's pow rs you heard not! 5 
Gent. Tis fo, they are a- foot. | 
Kent. Well, fir; I'll bring you to our maſter Lear, 
And leave you to attend him. Some dear cauſe 


Lending me this acquaintance, 41 pray you 80. 


8 C E N E A Cam. 
Enter Cordelia, PIyfecian, : _ Soldiers. 


Cor. Alack, tis 1 why, he was met even now 


d $0 the qu's and J.; inſtead of his mind, P. and the reſt read him. 
© so the qu's and J.; P. and the reſt inſert his before Cordelia. 
@ So the qu's; P. and the reſt pray, along with me. 
© The qu's read vent for vext. 
The qu's read femiter ; the fo's, R. and P. fenitar; H. ** which 
is only another name for fumiterr; Chaucer has femeterre to ſignify the 
ſame weed, (ſee the gloſary in Urry's Chaucer) which very nearly agrees 


ACT IV. SCENE IV. 


With 8 burdocks, hemlock, h nettles, cuckow flowers, 
Darnel, and all the idle weeds that grow | 
In our ſuſtaining corn. * A century ſend forth; #1 
Search every acre in the high-grown field, 
And bring him to our eye. What can man's wiſdom *. 
1n the reſtoring his bereaved ſenſe? 1 
e that! helps him, take all my outward worth. | 
Phy. There m are means, madam. 
Our foſter nurſe of nature is repoſe, . 
The which he lacks; that to provoke i in him, 
Are many ſimples operative ; whole power 
Will cloſe the eye of anguiſh. 
Cor. All bleſt ſecrets, 
All you unpubliſh'd virtues of the earth, 
Spring with my tears ; be aidant and n remediate 
In the good man's o diſtreſs! Seek, ſeek for him, 


Leſt his ungovern'd rage diſſolve the life, 
| That wants the means to lead it. 


Enter a ufer. 


_ Me. News, madam : 
The Britiſh ah rs are e marching hitherward. 


141 


e The qu's read hor-docks; the fo's, R. p. T. and 2 hardockss but 
Heath ſays he never heard of ſuch a plant. It is not to be found in Miller. 
Burdock frequently grows among corn, andi is moſt * to be what Shake- | 


peare means. 
h F. reads nettle. 


i The qu's read @ century is ſent forth; P. T. H. and W. ſend forth ; 


 vent'ry. J. ſpells the word ſent'ry. 

k After wiſdom the zd q. reads do. 
1 Ihe qu's read can help him. 
in The fo's and qu's read is for are. 


F. reads remediant, as no other edition. 


o For diftreſs, the three firſt £0's read 4 res ; the ath and R. deſire. 
Cor. 
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Cor. Tis known before. Our preparation ſtands. 


In expectation of them. O dear father, 
It is thy buſineſs that I go about ; 


Therefore great France 


My mourning and ? important tears hath pitied. 


No blown ambition doth our arms 94 incite, 


But love, dear love, and our ag d father 8 r right: : 
Soon may I hear, and ſee him. 


8 8 Rs N E RR... - Palace. 
Enter Regan and Steward. 


Reg. But are my brother' 8 powers ber forth? 


Stew. Ay, madam. 


Reg. Himſelf in perſon there! ? 
Stew. . Madam, with much ado. 
Your ſiſter is the better ſoldier. 
Reg. Lord Edmund ſp pake not with your y lord at home? 
Stew. No, madam.” . 
Reg. What might import my ſiſter's letter to him? 3 
Stew. I know not, lady. 
Reg. Faith, he is poſted hence on ſerious matter. 


p In portant, as in other places 3 in this author, for importunate. 8 The 
fo's and R. read importur'd. 
4 The iſt q. reads in ſight; the 2d inte 
r The 1ſt and 2d fo's read rite, 
's The fo's call this ſcena qu ita. 
t So all before P. who omits madam ; followed by © reſt, 
So the fo's and R.; the qu's and the reſt read lady; and J. ſays lady is 
the better reading : but why? The ſecond ſcene of this act, to which this 


paſſage molt probably refers, will clear this matter up, 


ACT W. SCENE V. thy 


It was great ignorance, 615 fer 8 ey es being out, 
ro let him live; where he arrives, he moves 

All hearts againſt us. W Edmund, 1 think, is . | 
In pity of his mifery, to diſpatch 5 


His nighted life; moreover, to deſcry 
The ſtrength * © th enemy. 


Stew. I muſt needs after him, madam, with my 7 letter, - 
Reg. Our troops ſer forth to morrow ;  ftay with us; 
The ways are dangerous. 
Stew. I may not, madam 3 3 . 
My lady charg'd my duty in this buſineſs, - e 
Reg. Why ſhould ſhe write to Edmund? might not you 
* Tranſport her purpoſes by word ? 2 Belike, 
| 2 Something —I know not what—T'1] love thee much— 
Let me unſeal the letter, 
Stew. Madam, I had rather 


Keg. I know your lady does not love her huſband 3 
I'm ſure of that; and at her late being here, 


She gave b ſtrange © oeiliads, and moſt ſpeaking looks 
To noble Edmund, I know you are of her boſom. 
Stew, I, madam : : 


ep. 1 ſpeak 3 in underſtanding ; 4 "are; I know't . 


* The qu's read and now I think is gone. 


* The iſt q. reads 4% army; the 2d of the waa 
Y The qu's read letters. 


2 P, omits zelike; H. reads hy word of mouth, 
2 Thefo's and R. read ſome things, 
d W. omits ſtrange. 


8 The qu's read aliads; the it ” Eliads ; the other fo s Thads. Ae, 
᷑lances, Fr. oillades. The emendation i is R. 's. 


* d $0 the fo Ss; K.“ octavo Jour re; all after you are 3 the os s read fer I 
now't, 


— 


Therefore, 


Therefore, I do adviſe you, take this * note. 
My lord is dead; Edmund and I have talk'd; 
And more convenient is he for my hand, 
Than for your lady's. You may gather more. 
If you do find him, pray you, give him this; 
And when your miſtreſs hears thus much from you, 
I pray, deſire her call her wiſdom to her. So farewel. 
If you do chance to hear of that blind traitor, 
Preferment falls on him that cuts him off. 
Steu. Would I could meet © him, madam, I h would ſhew-- 
What ! party I do follow. 
Reg. Fare thee well. 


tg C E N E VI. 
7 be country round Dover. 
Enter Glo'ſter, and Edgar as a Feaſant. 


Obo. When ſhall 1 we come to th' top of that ſame hill! 2 
Edg. You do climb * up it now. Look, how we labour. 
Glo. Methinks, the ground is even, 

Edg. Horrible ſteep. Hark, do you hear the ſea? 

D. ow, truly", 


0 7. ſays that note means ifi this vlace not a letter but a remark : but the 
words give him this a little below explain it to be a letter. 
Ff H. omits ſo farewell; the fo's and R. read ſo fare you well. 
z The rſt f. omits him. | 
n So the qu's; the reſt ſhould for would. 
1 The qu's read lady for party. 
* The fo's call this ſcena guinta. : 
| so the qu's; the reſt J for we. 
m The qu's read it up. 
After truly H. reads not. 


Edg. 


r IM - 8 CENE VI. 145 
Fae. Why then your other ſenſes grow — 

By your eyes anguiſh, 
Glo. So may it be, indeed. 

Methinks, thy voice is alter'd ; and thon ſpeak 

o With better phraſe and matter than thou didſt. 


Edg. You're much deceiv de : in nothing am 1 chang * 
But in my garments. 


Ch. ? Methinks, you re better ſpoken. 


* 


fearful 
And dizzy *tis to caſt one's eyes fo low! 
The crows and choughs, that wing the midway air, 
Shew ſcarce ſo groſs as beetles. Half way down 
| Hangs one that gathers ſamphire ; dreadful trade! 
Methinks, he ſeems no bigger than his head. 
The fiſher-men, that walk upon the 9 beach, 
- Appear like mice; and yond tall anchoring bark, 
Diminiſh'd to her cock; her cock, ra buoy | 


Almoſt too ſmall for ſ ght. The murmuring ſurge, 
dat on the unnumbred idle * pebbles * chafes, 
Cannot be heard u fo high. T'll look no more, 


Leſt my brain turn, and the deficient f . 
Topple down headlong. 
65h. Set me where you ſtand. 


0. Give me your hand. You are noy within a foot 


o 8o the qu's; the reſt in for ah; 


p 80 all before P. who reads ſure for methinks; followed by. the reſt. 
4 The 2d q. reads beake. 


The iſt q. reads « Boui; the 2d above. 


1 The xt q. reads peeble; the 2d Peel! es; the fo 8 and 2 pee 
t The 2d g. reads chafe. 


% The qu's read it is ſo high I'll look, & c. 


Edg. Come on, ſir; : here” * the place. Stand ill, —— How - 
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Of th' extreme verge; for all W beneath the moon 
Would I not leap * upright. 1 
Glo, Let go my hand. 
Here, friend, 's another purſe, in it a jewel 
Well worth a poor man's taking. Fairies and Gods 
Proſper it with thee! Go thou further off; 
Bid me farewel, and let me hear thee going. 
| Edg. Now fare 7 you well, good ur. _ [Szems fo 80. 
Gl. With all my heart, : 
Edg. * Why I do trifle thus with his deſpair 
4218 done to cure it. b 
Gh.. O vou mighty Gods! 3 * He kneels, 
Tphis world I do renounce ; and in your hd 
Shake patiently my great affliftion off: 
If I could bear it longer, and not fall 
To quarrel with your great oppoſeleſs wills, 
My © ſouff and loathed part of nature ſhould 
Burn itſelf out. If Edgar live, O bleſs d him! = 
| Now, fellow, fare thee well. - Ons leaps and falls abng : 
Edg. Gone, ſir ?—farewel.- 


w 80 all before P. who reads below for beneath ; followed by the reſt. 
X H. V. and J. read outright, Sec Heath! in loc. | 

So the qu's; the reſt ye for you. 

2 So the qu's, 1ſt apd 2d fo's, and H., the reſt 40 J. 

2 so the 1ſt q. and 1ſt and ad fo's, and H.; the reſt deſpair ? ? Tis, &e, 


but the zd q. has no mark of interrogation Ater deſpair, nor the 3d and ath 
fo's. 


5 So the qu's. . 
c The rt q. reads ſnur ff. 
d The qu's omit him. 


e $o the qu's and iſt f/ but without. an interrogation; the reſt good fir, 
ferewel. 


4 


ACT w. SCENE VL 147 


And yet I know not how conceit f may rob 
The & treaſury of life, when life itſelf 
Yields to the theft. Had he been where he thought, 
By this, had thought been paſt, — Alive or dead? 
* Hoa, you, fir! friend! hear you, fir? ſpeak! 
'Thus might he _ indeed——yet he revives, — 
What are you, fir? | „ 

Glo. Away, and let me die. | 


 Edg, Hadſt thon been avght but i gol mer, feathers} 


5 

So many fathom down precipitating, . 

Thou'dſt ſhiver'd like an egg; but thou doſt brevjhe, 
Haſt heavy ſubſtance. ' Bleed'ſt not ? ſpeak ; art ſound e 
Ten maſts ® at each make not the altitude, 
Which thou haſt perpendicularly * fell. 
Thy life's a miracle; ſpeak yet again. 

Elo. But have 1 fall'n or no? 


1 The 1014. reads 2 1 may. 
The three laſt fo's and R. read treaſure, OO 
h So the fo's, R. P. and H. except that all of theſe beſide the rſt f. ra) | 
nere for hear : the qu's read ho you fir, heare you ft 7 Jpeak © T. and the reſt 
boa, you, hear you, friend ! fir! fir! ſpeak | / 
1 The white and cobweb-like exhalations that fly about in hot faces 
weather. See Grey in loc. But theſe are not exbalations, but ſpun by a 


| ſmall ſpider, 
K Before air the three laſt fo's ah R, 1 and. 


1 The qu's and rſt and 2d f. and F. read bleed ft not, focah 5 art 1 
m So all before R. who reads at leaſt; P. H. and V. read attacht ; T, 
conjectures on end; and we might offer another conjecture, a-firetch; but the 
old reading is intelligible enough, and means, each maſt placed at the end 


of the other. 
n So all before R. he and all after read fall'n. 
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148 K I N G E 
Edg. From the dread o ſummit of this chalky o borne, 
Lock up a-height; the à ſhrill-gorg'd lark fo far 
Cannot be ſeen or heard. Do but look up. 
h. Alack, I have no eyes. 
Is wretchedneſs depriv'd that benefit, 
To end itſelf by death? *T'was yet ſome comfort, 
When miſery could beguile the tyrant's rage, 
And fruſtrate his proud will. 
. Edg. Give me your arm. Oe 
L Up, ſo— how is't ? feel you your legs! ? you ſtand, 
Glo, Too well, too well. 
Edg. This is above all ſtrangeneſe. . 
Upon the crown o'th' cliff, what thing was that, 
= Which parted from you? 
5. A poor unfortunate * beggar. 
Edg. As I ſtood here below, methought his eyes 


Were two full moons; he had a thouſand noſes, 
Horns u welk 'd and wav'd like the  enridged ſea: 


It was ſome fiend, Therefore, thou happy father, 
g Think that the * cleareſt Gods, who 7 make them honours 
of men's impoſſibilities, have preſer d thee. 


1. 


” The qu's read ſummons; the 1ſt f. * | 
p so the qu's and H.; the reſt bourn, which — a brook ; * borns 
is a limit, or boundary. 


4 The three laſt fo's and R. read forill-gor'd. 
*The qu's read 1p, ſo, how feel Jou your 1 Ge. 
s The rſt q. reads bagger. 
1 2 The iſt q. reads methoughts, 
* 1. e. twiſted, . The 1 and 2d fo's read wealt'd; the des and wth, 

| and R. walk'd; H. whelk'd, See Jun, in voce Welken, 
w The fo's and R. read enraged ſea, 

x P. reads deareſt, as in no other edition, 
ous. T. —_ 

Y The qu's read made their honours, 


Cleareſt, i. e. moſt righte- 


Glo, 


ACT Ww. _ SCENE VI 145 


Sh. I do remember now. Henceforth I'll bear 
Affliction, till it do cry out itſelf, 
Enough, enough, and die. That thing you ſ peak of, 
I took it for a man; 2 often would it ſay, 

The fiend, the fiend. He led me to that place. 
Edg. Bear free and patient thoughts. 


$3 
Enter Lear, dreft madly with flowers, 


But who « comes here ? 

The * ſafer ſenſe will neer accommodate | 
His maſter thus. 

Lear, No, they cannot touch me for b coining 3 ; Iam | the | 
king himſelf, 
Edg. O thou ſide- piercing ſ ſi IT 
Lear. Nature's above art in that reſpect. There's your 
preſs- money. That fellow handles his bow like a c crow- 
keeper. Draw me a clothier's yard. Look, look, a mouſe! | 
Peace, peace; — this 4 piece of toaſted cheeſe will e do't,—— 
There's my gauntlet, "Ol prove it on a gant, Bring up the 


9 80 1 iN 9.3 5 the 44 often would he ſay; all the reſt often would fey. 

2 JW. alters ſafer to ſober; and J. propoſes ſaner; but I chooſe to read, 
with all the copies before, ſafer : Nor do I think the man of ſafe diſcretion, 
_ that does affect to alter it. See Meaſure for Meaſure, $6.1. 
b The fo's read crying for coining. | 
© R. and P. read cow-keeper. All before and after, crow-keeper 3 and T. 
ſays this muſt be the reading, meaning the ſame as ſcare-crou, viz. a ſtuff*d 
figure repreſenting a man armed with a bow and arrow, ſet up to fright the 
ecrous from the fruit and corn, 

4 The qu's omit piece f. 
© The qu's read do it. 


* 


T 
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ON > 


V 


brown bills. O, well-flown, * bird ! i'th' clout, i'th* clout: 
hewgh. Give the word. : 
Edg. Sweet marjoram. 
Lear. Paſs. 
Glo. I know that voice. 
Lear. * Ha! Goneriil! Ha! Regan! -They Aatter'd me 
like a dog, and told me, 1 had h white hairs ! in my beard, ere 
the black ones were there, To ſay ay and no to i every thing 
k that I faid—Ay and no too, was no good divinity. When 
the rain came to wet me once, and the wind to make me 
chatter; when the thunder would not peace at my bidding; 
there I found i 'em, there I ſmelt ] em out. Go to, they 
are not men o' their words ; they told me I was every thing; 
"tis a lye; 1 am not = ague- proof. 


K 80 50 before T. who reads barb, by 2 8 conjecture; followed: alſo by 
. V. has the following note, 

Lear is here raving of archery, and baoting at bets, as is plat by the 
words h clout, that is, the uhbite mark they ſet up and aim at: hence the 
Phraſe fo hit the white, So that we muſt read O well oun, 1 i. e. the 
barbed or bearded arrow. V. 

But why might not Lear, by a 0 call his arrow bird, eſpecially 6 
he cries well-ſlouin to it, which i is certainly a AS taken from the flying 
of a bird? Sce Heath, 

Ihe qu's read © well flowne bird in the ayre, hagh, give the word. Here, 
perhaps, the editor, not knowing what to make of a bird's being flow'n in 
the clout, put, inſtead thereof, in the a air: which ſeems to Prove that the | 
true reading was bird. 

8 Thefo's, R. and F. read Ha ! Gonerill with a white beard 9 They flats 
er . c. 

£ h Before white the fo's inſert the, 

: 2 The 2d q. reads all for every thing, 

* The qu's omit that. 

1 The qu's read them for em. 

W The qu's read argue-proofe, 


5 Glo, 


ACT IV. SCENE VII. 151 


Che. The trick of that voice I do well remember : - 
Is't not the king? 
Lear. Ay, every inch a king. 

When I do ſtare, ſee how the ſubje& quakes. 

I pardon that man's life. What was u thy cauſe? 

Adultery ? 5 e 

Thou ſhalt o not die: die for adultery ? No. 1 

The wren goes to't, and the ſmall gilded fly = = 

? Does lecher in my ſight. - - 7 _ 

Let copulation thrive, for 2 er's baſtard ſon 

Was kinder to his father, than my daughters 

Got *tween the lawful ſheets. 

To't, luxury, pell-mell; for I lack ſoldiers. 

Behold 4 yon ſimpering dame, „ 

Whoſe face r between her forks * preſages ſnow ; 

That minces virtue, and : does ſhake the head 

To hear of pleaſure's nalke.. 

The fitchew, nor the ſoyled horſe, goes to t 

With a more riotous appetite; s 

Down from the waiſt they are centaurs, tho? \ women all 
above; 

But to the girdle do the gods inherit, 

Beneath | is all the ends ; there” s hell, there 8 darkneſs 


n T.'s duodecimo, V. and J. read the for thy. 
o The qu s read not die for adultery, &c. | 
p Thequ's read do. 
4 The two firſt fo's and F. read yond. 
rg duodecimo, P. T. H. and V. read tween. 
The qu's read preſagetb. 1 
t The qu 5 read do ſnake the head hear of Pleaſure 5 name to fichew, &c. 


1 ——— Fc 
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There is the 1 ſulphurous pit, burning, ſcalding, Ranch 
w conſumption. Fie, fie, fie; pah, pah: 

Give me an ounce of civet, good apothecary, 

z To ſweeten my imagination : there's money for thee, 
Glo. O let me kiſs that hand. 
Lear, Y Let me wipe it firſt, it ſmells of mortality, 
Glo. O ruiu'd piece of nature! This great world 

> Shall fo wear out to nought. Do you know me? 

| Lear, I remember d thine eyes well enough: doſt thou 
* ſquiny * at me? No, do thy worſt, blind Cupid); I'll not 
love. Read thou this challenge. mark 4 but the penning 
© on't. 
Glo. Were all x the letters ſuns, I could not fas sone. 
Edg. I would not take this from report: it is, 

| And my heart breaks at it. 

Lear. Read. 

Clo. What with Þ the caſe of eyes! J 


Lear. Oh, ho, are you there with me? no eyes in your 


u T he qu' 8 read pb. 
*The rſt q. reads conſumation; ad conſummation. 
Xx The fo's and R,'s octavo omit to. 

The qu's read here wipe it firſt, &c. 

The qu's read ſpould for ſball, 

So the qu's ; the reſt dot thou, 
"The qu's read thy. ðͤ 

P. and H. read ſquint. 

The qu's read on. 5 


e. * 6 & N 


The qu's omit but. 
e So the 2d q.; the iſt oft; all the ret of i 1. 
f The fo's and R. read thy. 
8 The iſt and 24 fo's omit one. 
h So all before R. who alters the to this but without neceſſity. Having 
loſt my ev2s, would vou have me road with the ſockets ? K. is followed dy 
all the rel, 


head, 


ACT Iv. SCENE VII. is3 
head, nor i no money in your purſe? Your eyes are in k a 
heavy caſe, your * in a light; yet you ſee how this world 
goes. TN 1 5 
6lo. I ſee it feelingly. 

Lear. What, art mad? a man may ſee how this well 
goes, with no eyes. Look with ! thine ears: ſee, how 
n yond juſtice rails upon yond ſimple thief. Hark in thine 
car: » change places, and handy-dandy, “ which 1 is the juſ- 


tice, which is the thief | 4 T hou haſt ſcen a — 8 dog bark 
at a beggar? 


Glo. x Ay, ir. 


Lear. And the creature run from the cur. There thou 


might behold the ns image of authority; 9 dog 8 * 
in office — 


Thou raſcal bee hold thy bloody hand : 
Why doſt thou laſh that whore? ſtrip 5 thine own 1 back; 3 


l hotly luſt'ſt to uſe her! in that kind, 


For which thou OT Rer. The uſurer hangs the ® co- 
zener. 


i The As q. P. and H. omit no. 
* The 3d and 4th fo's, R. P. and H. omit a. 
1 The qu's read thy. 
m The qu's read you. 
© The qu's omit change places, and. 
p Thequ's read which is thief, which is the 2 
4 The zd and ath fo's omit ay. 


r The 1ſt q. reads a lere ſo bade i in office; the 2d a ; dogge, ſo bad 5 in 
office. 

s So the qu's; the reſt thy. 
The qu's read thy blood bot ly laſts, Sc. 

u The iſt q. reads FO oner, 


FE 


Through w tatter'd * rags 7 ſmall vices do appear; 

Robes and furr'd gowns * hide all. Plate b fin with gold, 

And the ſtrong lance of juſtice hurtleſs breaks : 

Arm it with rags, © a pigmy's trau doth pierce it. 

None does offend, * none, J ſay none; Tl e able em; 

Take that f me, my friend, who have the Fou 7 

To ſeal th accuſer”s Lips. Get thee glaſs eyes, 

And, like a ſcurvy politician, ſeem 
To ſee the things thou doſt not. 28855 

Now, now, now, now. Tull off my boots Harder, 
harder. = 5 
Ede. O matter and impertinency mixt! 

Reaſon i in madneſs-! 

Lear. If thou wilt weep my fortunes, take my eyes. 

1 know thee well enough, thy name is Glofter, 

Thou muſt be patient; we came crying hither ; | 

Thou know It, the firſt time that we ſmell the air, 


— 


vw Theft q reads tottered. Before tatter'd the 3d and ath fo 5 infert 
and. 


* so the qu's ; all the reſt chaths. 
Y The fo's and R. read great for ſmall, 
2 The qu's read hides. 


a What is in italic is omitted in the qu's. The fo's and R. nd place / fins 


for plate fin. So plate is P. 8 emendation; followed by the reſt ; but P. 
"0 fins; T. 's duodecimo fir . 


b So T. «s duodecimo, W. and J. | the reſt 2 ins. 
C R. reads and for 4. 
4 H. omits none. | 
© able] An old phraſe, ſignifying to qualify, or ** them. So Scogan, 
contemporary with Chaucer, ſays, 
Set all my life after thyne ordinance, 
And able me to mercie or thou deme, = 
H. reads avſolve. 


f The qu's read no, now, pull off, &c. 


we 


ACT V. SCENE VII. 155 
We s wawle and cry. I will preach to thee. Mark h me. 
Glo. Alack, alack the day! 1 
Lear. When we are born, we cry, that we are come 
To this great ſtage of fools. ——This a good i block ? 
It were a delicate ſtratagem to k ſhoe 
A troop of horſe with! felt; m I'll put't in proof; 
And when I have u ſtol'n upon theſe * ſons· in- law, 
Then kill, kill, Kill, Kill, Kill, kill, 


Enter a Gentleman with attendants. 
Gent. 0; here het is, lay P. hands * 9 upon bim. ir, 
our moſt dear * daughter— 


Lear. No reſcue? What, a Nine 1 am * eren 
| The natural fool of fortune. Uſe me well, 


; The rt g. 5955 1 the 2d wail. 

h $0 the qu's; the reſt omit me. 

i J. propoſes reading flock for block, as a more eaſy cranſition to felt, | in 

the next ſentence, where Lear talks of ſhocing horſes therewith. 

k The qu's read ſhoot for ſhoe. 
1 The qu's read fell for felt, 

m The qu's omit I'II put't in Proof. 
n The qu's read fole. 
o The Iſt 4 iſt f. and R. read fer irlaus the three laſt fo's ſons-ina 


laws. 
p 80 the qu's; the reſt St 


4 The qu's read upon him, firs. 
r The 2d q. omits your moſt dear daughter. 
s The 1ſt q. omits daughter. 
The qu's read eene. 


* 


vou 


- — ö — 
. at r * 


n LE 4k 


' You ſhall have u ranſom. Let me have Wa ſurgeon, 
I am cut to th' brains. 
Gent. You ſhall have any thing, 
Lear. No ſeconds? all myſelf? 
Why this would make a man, a man of ſalt ; 
To uſe his eyes for garden-water-pots, 
* Ay, and laying autumn's duſt, 
Gent. Good ſir. 


Lear. I will die bravely like a 2 bridegroom, what? 


I will be jovial; come, come, I am a king, 
N M y maſters, know you that? 


Gent. You are a royal one, and we obey you. 
Lear. Then there's life in it. Nay, © come, d an you 


get it, you ſhall get it it © with running. f Sa, ſa, fa, fa. 


[ 8 Exit king running, 
Gent. A fi ght moſt pitiful 3 in the meaneſt wretch, 


Paſt ſpeaking of in a king. Thou haſt ® one daughter, 
Who redeems nature from the general curſe 
Which twain have brought her to. 


Edg. Hail, gentle ſir. 5 
Gent. Sir, ſpeed you. What's your will? 


n The 4 q. reads a ranſom. 


The rſt q reads @ churgion; the 2d a eli ; all the reſt ſurgeons, 


* All but the qu's omit ay. The fo's and R. omit it the whole hemiſtick. 
All but the zd d. omit this ſpeech, 


E All but the qu's read 4 ſmug br pues. 

a The fo's and R. omit my. 
d So the qu's; the reſt omit nay. 

c The qu's omit come. 

d The 2d q. reads if for an, 

© So the qu's; the reſt by for with, 

The qu's omit ſa, ſa, ſa, fa. 

s S9 tne direction in the qu's; the reſt only E cit, 

h So the qu's, T. W. and 7 ; the reſt @ for one. 


Edg. 


ACT Iv. SCENE VII. 


Edg. Do you hear aught, i ſir, of a battle toward? 
Cent. Moſt ſure and vulgar, every one hears chat, 
k Which can diſtinguiſh ! found. 
Edg. But by your favour, 
How: near's the other army ? 


Cent. Near, and u on ſpeedy foot. The main n deſery 
e Stands on the hourly P thought. 


Edg. I thank you, fir. 4 That's all. 

Gent, Though that the queen on ſpecial cauſe | is here, 
r Her army is mov'd on. 5 

8 Edg. I thank you, ſir. 


Glo. You ever gentle gods, take my breath from me; 5 
Let not my worſer ſpirit tempt me again 


To die before you pleaſe! 
Edg. Well pray you, father. 
Glo. Now, good ſir, what are you! ? 


Eäadg. A moſt poor man, * made tame to fortunes blows, 
Who, by the art of u known and feeling ſorrows, | 


Am pregnant to good pity. Give me your hand, 
Til lead you to ſome biding. 


1 The qu's omit fir. Fo | 
k The 2d q. omits which ; the 1ſt reads that for which, 
1 The qu's read ſenſe for ſound, 
m The qu's read on ſpeed for't. 
Ui The qu's read deſcries. 
© The iſt q. reads ſtand/t. 
P The qu's read thoughts. 


The 2d q. P. and H. omit that's all. 
r The rſt q, reads hir ; the 2d bis. 


P. and H. omit this ſpeech, 


© The qu's read made lame by fortune” s blows, 
* II. reads knowing. 


(los 


157 


— 8 
— — 


R . ; 
- — — — * x” dio 
— 5 . — N — 
- : * 
. \ 18 22 2 1 
H 
| l B — . 2 
bo nets, Wy iT Wo A — EE CT ns 
r * ROSS £ 0: FR — 
r 3 
"TO 


n 
hun UTR 


4 
* 2 

** 

(OY 
12 * 

2 

q 
Ch it 
1 
1 
1 

it, 

„ „ 
„ 
bd „ 

+ 
A LA 
= 

3 

0 
1 

Us 

bed 

2 

Pp” 

" 1 

Fee 

* 

(bY 
4 

* „ 

+ RUM 

E 
1 14, 
n 
1 | 
UT 
WR 
4 * 

2 1 * 
1 * Ys 

15 

4 * 
} 2 

y +> 
7 — 

o wo 

4 2 
7 1 U 

4 = 
j +, 
if 1 

2 
3 1 
11 
1 
: 2 
19 
"RL 

,"_ 
SRC 
by © 
"FAIR 
>> «5 ” 
"7.367 * 

ab 
<4 * N 
3H 
e 

E 

ER 

TT 
28 bk 
19 * S 
[] a= 
25 "IS 

2% 

i 1h 
Fe 9 
„ 

FI 

Th 

* 
1 
1 

14 
Fu.“ 

. R 
as SY 

4 CE 
| ++ WIS - 

Pee 
E11 * 
2 LY 
„ 
19 
1 
* Wo 
i bY 
4 : 

Why uh! 
ry vid 

INRA 
e+e to 

"yas 
Nein: 
; . $7} 1 

1 *. 
. 1 

n 
1 . * 

. 

444 0 
1 * 1 
8 
1 
OR 
1 
e 

4.99 
a6 * 
* 04 x 
„„ 
* & 

„ 
us. 
PEI Bf 
e 
aer 
Pa.” 7 

 j4 5 4 

TR. 
37.8 * 6 

e 

* his „„. 

Nr 
A 
e 

N LL " 
n: 
1 

Is 

7 13; 1 WM 

ew 2 
k e184 
s of T8 
* 4 
+& 147 

1 
21 Y 
x . 
* 46484 
A 
* RET" " 
1. Fx 00 bl 

2 5 
0 * of 
EW f 

4 2 

! 1 == 
2 5 

* 
4508 t 
$1 

Ss 2. 
1 
185 . 2 
11 

1 

15 9 
r 

1 
MN Y 

11 

N 

Kain 

j 1 * 

[ 1 

bf 

. 2 25 

«a WA. 
Of g 

N 

1 N 

* 1 N 

1. 

* 

2 

FL 

3 
1 

U.. 4 

Te 

38 6 

n Q 

58 

* 

8 2 


Put ſtrength enough tot. CE agar meer 


— 


That eyeleſs head of thine was * firſt fram'd fleſh, 


Briefly thyſelf remember. The [word | is out, 
That muſt deſtroy thee. | 


— Dar'ſt thou ſupport a publiſh'd traitor? Hence, 
Leſt that th' infection of his fortune take 
Like hold on thee. Let go his arm. 


+ 0:4P he rſt q. 8005 the bornet and the beniz of heaven to ſave thee, 


n 


Glo. Hear ty thanks, 
» The bounty and the benizon of heaven x to boot. 


S C 5 N 3 
Enter Steward. 


Stew. A procl prize! y moſt happy! 


To raiſe my fortunes. * Thou v old unhappy rraitor, 


Glo, 4 Now let thy friendly hand 


Stew. Wherefore, bold peaſant, 


Edg. Chill not let go, 8 zir, without further caſion. 
Stew. Let 80, flave, or thou dy'ſt. 


$ 


x 80 P. and H. and the ad q. ſeems to confirm this reading, for there we 
read to bcot, to boot; where the words were doubled, very likely by the miſ- 
take of either the writer or printer. The reſt to boot, and boot. og 

Y H. reads this is moſt happy! 
Z The iſt q. omits firſt. 
2 P. and all after omit thow. 
b The qu's read moſt for old. 
© i. e. quickly recollect the paſt offences of thy life, and recommend thy · 
ſelf to heaven, /: | 
« $0 all before P. who omits now; followed by the reſt, 
e The rſt q. reads durſt. 
f The qu's read leaſt the infeFion, &c.; ; the iſt f. leaft that the, Cc. 


5 The qu's fir without cagion, omitting vurther. 


Edg. 


AC T. W. SCENE 18. 159 


E dg. Good gentleman, go your gate, h and let poor volk 
paſs. And *chud ha' been zwagger'd out of my life, *twould 
not ha' been 20 long i as 'tis by a vortnight. Nay, come 
not near th' old man; keep out, * che vor'ye, or ice try whe- 
ther your coſtard or my! bat be the harder; chill be plain £ 
with you. 
Stew. Out, dunghill! 1 Co They fate, 
Eadg. Chill pick your teeth, zir. Come no matter vor 
your foins. Edgar knocks him down. 
Stew. Slave, thou haſt lain me. Villain, take my purſe: 
If ever thou wilt thrive, bury my body, 
And give the letters, which thou figd'ſt about me, 
To Edmund earl of Glofter ; ; ſeek him out 955 
_ * Upon the * 3 party. Oh, „nie death — p death! 
Dies. 


Edg. I know thee well, a ſerviceable villain ; 3 
As duteous to the vices of thy miſtreſs, 

As badneſs would deſire. 

Gl. What, is he dead? 

. Sit you down, father, reſt you: ler 8 ſce ? his pockets, 


h The qu's omit 4 

1 The qu's omit as tis. 

* I warn you. Edgar counterfeits the weſtern dialed. ; The qu's » read 
chevore ye. 

I So the 24q.; the iſt battero ; Þ the fo's and R. ballow, Though bat, the 
reading of the 2d q. be good, and not to be altered, yet probably there 
might be ſuch a word in uſe as ballow at that time. P. and all after read 
with the 2d q. but omit giving the other reading. 

m This direction is in the qu's; but omitted by the reſt, 

n H. reads on th* Engliſh party, GM. 

o So the qu's; the reſt Engliſh for Britiſh. 

p All before P. read death twice; he and the reſt but once. 
4 So the qu 's3 the reſt theſe for his. 


Theſe 


160 C1 LESE 


7 Theſe letters, that bo ſpeaks of, may be my friends. 
He's dead; I'm only ſorry he had no other death's- man. 
Let us ſee leave gentle wax; and manners blame us not; 
To know our enemies“ minds t we rip their hearts; 25 
Their papers is more lawful, 


OO. Reads a letter. 
Let * our reciprocal VOWS be remembered. You have many 

oh hortunities to cut him off : if your will want not, time and 

ö place will be fruitfully offered. There 7s nothing done if he 
return the conqueror. Then am 1- the priſoner, and his bed 
my goal; from the loathed warmth whereof deliver me, and ; 
po the place Y for your labour, 
feos Your 6 wife, fo T would fay N Hecbionate ſervant, 


GONERILL. 
| «Oh, undiſtinguiſh'd ſpace of woman's b will! 


A plot upon her virtuous huſband's life, 
And the exchange my brother. Here, th? ſands 
Thee I'll rake up, the poſt unſanctifed 


r so the qu's; the reſt the for theſe. 
® So all before R. he and all the reſt read 4 2 your leave, Ec. 
t The qu's read wee'd. | 


u $0 the qu's and 1ſt f. i. e. to rip their papers is more lawful ; the reſt 
read are for bis. 


W No direction in the iſt d.; in the 2d a letter; in the reſt reads che 
letter. 

x The qu's read your wife, 
y The zd and 4th fo's and R. read of our labour. 
il bs Z The iſt q. reads your wife (fo I would ſay) your affeionate 1 0 5 
a for you her own for Venter, Gonorill, The 2d your we (ſo I would Joy ) 
| and your affeftionate ſervant, Gonorill. : 
: 2 The three firſt fo's read of indinguiſh'd ; the rſt a and ath . indiſtin- 
guiſb d; the 1ſt 6h, the three laſt of. 
d The qu's and P. read wit for will, 


& 


of murtherous lechers ; and i in © the mature time 
With this ungracious paper ſtrike the fight 
Of the death - practis'd duke; for him tis well, 
That of 4 thy death and buſineſs I can tell. 
Gb. The king is mad; how ſtiff is my vile ſenſe, 
That I ſtand up, and have j ingenious feeling 

Of my huge ſorrows ; better I were diſtract, 


The knowledge of themſelves, 

Edg. Give me your band. 

Far off, methinks, I hear the beaten drum. . 
Come, 8 father, 1 TI beſtow you with a friend, Exeunt. 


nnn 
A chamber, 
Enter Cordelia, Kent, and i P hyſician. 


cor. O thou good Kent, how ſhall I live and work 
Jo match thy goodneſs ? * My life will be too ſhort, 1 
And every meaſure fail me. 
Kent. To be acknowledge d, madam, is 0 rad. 


e P. and H. omit the, 

4 The ad q. raads his for thy, 

© So the qu's; the reſt ſever'd for aueh 

f J. reads imagination. 

$ So all but J. who reads further for father. 

D This is called ſcena ſeptima in the fo's; in R. Sc, VI. 
i In the qu's doctor; in the fo's and R. gentleman. 5 
& $0 all before P. who omits my 3 followed oh the reſt. 


ACT w. $c E N E X. a 162 


So ſhould my thoughts be © fenced from my griefs, [Drum 
And woes, by wrong f imaginations, —_— afar . 


* n 
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All my reports go with the modeſt truth, 
Nor more, nor clipt, but ſo. 
cor. Be better ſuited; 
Theſe weeds are memories of thoſe worſe Hours ; ; 
I pr ythee, Put them off. 0 
Kent. Pardon i me, dear madam; 
Yet to be known, ſhortens my * made intent; p 


My boon I make it, that you know me not, 
T in time and I think meet. 


cpr. Then n be't ſo, my good bord. 


How does the king? = Wo the Phleian. 
Phy. Madam, ſleeps | gill. 


chr. O you kind Gods ! 1 
Cure this great breach in his abuſed nature, 
Th' untun'd and o jarring ſenſes, O, wind f 
Of this child- changed father. 
Phy. ? So pleaſe your majeſty, 1 
1 That we may wake the king ? ? he hath gept long. 
Cor. Be govern'd by your knowledge, and proceed 
P'th' ſway of your own will: is he array*d? ? 


Enter Lear in a chair, carried 9 ſervants. 


Phyſ. Ay; madam, in the heavineſs of his Nleep, 
We pat freſh garments on him. 


1 An but the qu's omit ne. 
y. reads laid intent. See Heath in loc. 

m $0 all before P. he and all after read be it. | 
u So the oh 's, fo's, R. and F——Þ. and the . omit good, 
The qu's read biriying for jarring. VA 

q P. and all after omit fo, - 
4 The ad & omits that. 

f So the qu s; the reſt omit bis. - 


ACT IV. $ CEN E X. 


5 s Be by, good madam, when we do awake him; * 
I doubt * not of his temperance. 
u Gor, Very well. 


Phyſ. Pleaſe you draw near: louder the muſic there. 
Cor. O my dear father! — » Reſtauration, bang 
x Thy medicine on: my lips; and let this kiſs 


| Repair, thoſe violent harms, that my two ſiſters 
Have in thy reverence made! 


Kent. Kind and y dear princeſs! 

Cor. Had you not been their father, theſe white flakes 
2 Had challeng'd pity of them. Was this face T 
To be a expos'd againſt the b warring winds? Dee 
© To ftand againſt the deep, dread-bolted thunder? 

In the moſt terrible and nimble firoke 

of * croſs lightning ? To watch, Jour” N Perdu, 


lines, The qu's read good madam, be by, when, To, = 
t The iſt and 2d fo's omit not. 
u The two following ſpeeches are omitted in all but the qu's. 


of recovering her father's loſt ſenſes. W. 

x H. reads her for thy. 

„ $0 all before T. who alters it to 1 followed by 1. and J. 

2 8o the qu's; all the reſt did challenge. 

2 The fo's and R. read oppos'd for expos d. 

b The fo's and R. read jarring for warring. 

e What is in italic is omitted by the fo 8, R. P. and H. 

d The alluſion is to the forlorn-hope in an army, which are put upon 
deſperate adventures, and called in French, enfans perdus ; ſhe therefore calls 
ber father poor Perdu; perdue, which is the common reading, being the fe- 


reaſon ſhe adds with this thin helm i. e. bare- headed. . 

But IF. calls perdue the common readin 8. which is only the reading of T. 
The P 's read N, = * | 

L2 _. With 


7 
. 163 
* 
. 
- 


s In the iſt q Gent. in the 14 Kent is made to ſpeak the two . 


* This is fine, She invokes the goddeſs of health, Hygeia, under the 
name of Reſtauration, to make her the miniſter of her rites, in this holy office 


minine. Theſe enfans perdus being always lightly and badly armed is the 
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CHO LB 2 * 
With this thin helm ? (* Mine f enemy's dog, 
Though he had bit me, ſhould have ſtood that night 
| Againſt my fire. And was thou fain, poor father, 
To hovel thee with ſwine and rogues forlorn, 
In ſhort and muſty ſtraw? s alack, alack! 
*Tis wonder, that thy life and wits, at once, 
Had not concluded“ all. He wakes ; ſpeak to him. 
 Phy/. Madam, do you i, *tis fitteſt, 

Ger. How does my royal lord? how fares your majeſty ? F 
| Lear. You'do me wrong to take me out o'th' grave, 
Thou art a ſoul in bliſs, but I am bound 
Upon a wheel of fire; that mine own tears 
Do ſcald like molten lead. 

Cor. * Sir, do you know me? 

Lear. I You are a ſpirit I know: m when did you die ? : 
Cor. Still, ſtill, far wide 

Phyſ. He's ſcarce awake; let him clove awhile, 
Lear. Where have I been? where am I? fair day-light? 
: I'm en mightily abus'd. 4 ſhould een die with pity, 
To ſee another thus. 1 know not what to ſay; 
Il Vill not ſwear theſe are my hands, Let's ſce, 

I feel this pin prick: would I were aſſur'd 

Of my condition. e 


164 


T, I. and J. read my very enemy's, Cc. 
The qu's read injurious for enemy's, 
| TE H. reads alacł but once. 
* V. reads ah! for all. See Heath in loc, 
i After 5 H. adds ſpeak, 
x The 1ſt q. reads fir know me; the 2d 15 ir, know ye me? 
1 The iſt q. reads yar; the 2d Yare. 
The iſt q. and rſt and 24 fo's read where for when, 
* H. reads d abus'd, 


cor. 


T0 Tv JOEL @ 
Cor. O look upon me, fir. 
And hold your ? hands in benediction 0 er me. 
J No, ſir, you muſt not kneel. 

Lear. Pray, do not mock er me? 
1 am a very fooliſh, fond, old man, 


Fourſcore and upward s; and, to deal plainly * > 
I fear I am u not in my verfalt mind. 
Methinks, I ſhould know you, and know this man; 
vet J am doubtful; for I'm mainly! ignorant, 
What place this is; and all the ſkill I have, 
Remembers not theſe garments; w nor I know not 
Where I did lodge laſt night. Do not laugh at es. 
Fer, as I am a man, I think this lady | 
To be my child Cordelia. 
Cor. And ſo * Iam; 1 am. % 
Tear. Be your tears wet? Yes, faith, 1 pray 1 you, 
| weep not. 2 Fo 
If you have poiſon for me, I will drink it; 
I know, you do not love me; for your ſiſters 
Have, as I do remember, done me wrong. 
Tou have ſome cauſe, they have not. 
Bs H. reads on me. 
Þ so the qu's; the reſt dad 


2 The fo's and R. omit no, fir. 
r The rſt q. omits me. 
8 After upward, the fo's and R. add not an | bour more, nor leſs. 
© After plainly, H. adds with you, .. 
u The qu's read not perfect in my mind, 
So all before P. who alters nor to nay; followed by the teſt, 
* The qu's read Jam but once. 
K. firſt inſerts you; followed * all after, 


EHUD LTEK 


Cor. No cauſe, no cauſe. 
Lear. Am I in France? 

Kent. In your own kingdom, kr. 

Lear. Do not abuſe me. 
' Phyſ. Be comforted, good madam ; ; the great rage, 
You ſee is ⁊ cur d in him: and yet tis danger 
© To make him even o'er the time he has loft. 


Deſire him to go in; 4 trouble him no more 
Till further ſettling. 


Cor. Will't pleaſe your highneſs walk ? 

Lear. You muſt bear with me; 

Pray you now, forget and forgive, 

I am old and fooliſh. . [Exeunt Lear, Cordelia, Phys 
TION cian, and attendants. = 


2 Manent Kent and Gentleman. 


Gent, Holds 1 it t true, fir, that the duke of cm was fs 5 
Fain? 


5 Ken ent. Moſt certain, ſir. 
Cent. Who is conductor of his people ? 
Kent. As tis ſaid, the baſtard ſon of G00 Her. 


Gent. T hey ſay, Edgar, his baniſht ſon 1 is with the earl 
"0 Rent in Germany. 


4 The fo? s and R, read bil for cur J. 
2 What is in italic is omitted in the fo's, N. P. and H. 
d The qu's read it is, T. W. and J. *twere. 


To make him even, &c.] i. e. to reconcile it to his apprehenſio! on. N. 
4 Before frouble, P. and H. inſert and. 


& Thequ's omit . 
f This remaining part of the ſcene is omitted i in the fo's, K. P. and H. 
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Kent. Report i is changeable. Tis time to look about ; 
the powers of the kingdom approach apace. . 
Gent. The arbitrement is like to be bloody. Fare you 

well, ſir. : | [Exit Gentleman. | 
ent. My point and period will be throughly wrought, 


Jr well, or ill, as th day 8 battle's fought. Exit Kent. un 
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Enter Edmund, Regan, and their powers. 


Edmund. | 
7 NOW of the duke, if his laſt purpoſe hold ; 
Or whether ſince he is advis'd by aught, 
T o change the courſe ? He's full of b alteration, 


And ſelf. reproving. Bring d his conftant pleaſure, 

Reg. Our ſiſter's man is certainly miſcarried. 
Edm. Tis to be doubted, madam. 

Reg. Now, ſweet lord, 

You know the goodneſs I intend upon you; 

Tell me—but truly—but then ſpeak the truth, 

Do you not love my ſiſter? 
Edm. In honour'd love. 


Keg. But have you never found my brother! 8 way 
To the fore-fended place? 


f Edn. That thought abuſes you. 


2 So thequ's, which ſeems ſufficient, as no particular gentleman appears. 
. and J. read gentleman and ſoldiers; the reſt gentlemen and. ſoldiers for and 
their powers. 
d The iſt q. reads abdication, 
4 P. reads and ſelf-reproving brings bis conſlant ple 
4 i. e. his ſettled reſolution. 7. 
FJ. omits tlie four following ſpeeches, without giving notice. 
f The two following ſpeeches are omitted by all but the qu's. 


Reg. 


CT v. 80 ENE 1. 


Reg. I am doubtful that you have been cinjantt, 
And boſom'd with her as far as we call her” 8. 
Edm. No, by mine honour, 8 madam. 

Reg. I never ſhall endure her. - Dear my lord, 
Be not familiar with her. 


Enter Albany, Gonerill, and ſoldiers. 


Gm. I had rather loſe the ans than that ſiſter 
Should looſen him and me. 
Alb. Our very loving ſiſter, well be met. 
* Sir, this I hear, the king is come to bis daughter, 
With others, whom the rigour of our ſtate 
Forc'd to cry out. I Here I could not be honeſt, 
I never yet was valiant : m for this buſineſs, 
t toucheth us, as France invades our land, 
Not holds the king, with others, whom, 1 fear, 
5 Moſt juſt and heavy cauſes make oppoſe. 
u Edm, Sir, you ſpeak nobly. . 1 W 
Reg. Why is this reaſonꝰd 8 
Sion. Combine together gainſt the enemy: 
For theſe domeſtick and particular brolls 
Are not the queſtion here. 


[Abde. 


t p. 44 W. omit madam. 

h All but the qu's omit ne. 

i This ſpeech is omitted in the fo's, R. P. and H. 

k The qu's read for for ſir; the fo's, R. P. and H. ſir, this 1 beard. 
What is in italic is omitted in the fo's and R. 

m T, reads fore for for. 

A P. and H. omit this ſpeech. 


9 The qu's read demeſtick dore (ad q. ore) particulars are not to Lan efon 
ber e. 


2. 


Edu. Fear h me not. She and the duke her huſband—— 
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170 K 1 N 8 L E A R. 
Ab. Let us then determine with the ancient of war on. 
our 5 proceedi ings. | 
q Edu. I ſhall attend you preſently at your. tent: ” 
Reg. Siſter, you'll 80 with us? : 
Son. No. 
. Reg. Tis moſt convenient. Pray you, go with us; 
Gon, L — Oh, ho, I know the riddle. I will 80. 


a 


8 d E N E 1. 
As they are going out, enter Ed gar diſguiſed 


- Eds. If Cer your grace had ſpeech with man 1 poor; 
Hlear me one word. 

Alb. Tu overtake you. Speak. 

| [Exeunt Edm. Reg. Con: and attendants 
Ede. Before you fight the battle, ope this letter, 
1 you have victory, let the trumpet ſound 

For him that brought 3 Wretched though I ſeem; + 
I can produce a champion, that will prove 

What! is avouched there. If you miſcarry, 

Your buſineſs of the world hath ſo an end, 

And machination ceaſes, Fortune love you! I 

Alb. * till I've read the letter; 


» 80 the gu- s; the reſt proceeding. 
q The fo's, R. P. and H. omit this pech. T. and W. mt ut betete 
the laſt, cor trary to the qu's. 
i The fo's, R. P. and H. omit you. 
$ The three laſt fo's read wretch for wretched. 
t Theſe words in italic are omitted in the qu's: 
® The fo's and R. read loves. 


A C T v. 8 C E N E III. yt 


dg I was forbid = | vp 
When time ſhall ſerve, let but the hefald ery, 


And 1 Il appear agatn. Edits 
| Alb. W hy, fare wee well. I will w o erlook x * paper. 


Enter Edmund. 


Edn. The enemy s in view; draw up your powers. 
y Here is the gueſs of their * great ſtrength and forces, 
By diligent diſcovery ; [ giving a 1 but your haſte 
Is now urg'd on you. 5 
Alb. We will mot the time. LEA - . 


s 0 EN E 1. 


Edm. To den theſe ſiſters have I lows my love: 

Each jealous of the other, as the b ſtung 

Are of the adder. Which of them ſhall I take ? F- 
Both? one? or neither? Neither can be enjoy d 

If both remain alive. To take the widow, 
Exaſperates, makes mad her ſiſter Gonerill; 

And hardly ſhall I carry out my ſide; 

Her huſband being alive. Now then, we'll uſe 
His countenance for the battle; which being done, 

Let her, who would be rid of him, derile 


The 2d & reads looke ore. 

* The qu's read the for thy, 

so the fo's and R. the reſt read hard for avs But the words 54 dili thgent 
diſcovery, ſeem to require the reading, here. I have therefore put in the di- 
tection [giving a paper.] 1 

= The iſt q. reads gueſſe for gueſs, 

so the qu's; thereſt true for great, 

. The qu's read fling for ſtung. 
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mw KING LEAK 
His ſpeedy taking off. As for © © the mercy 

Which he d intends to Lear and to Cordelia, 
The battle done, and they, within our power, 


» Shall never ſee his pardon. For my ſtate 
5 Stands on me to defend, not to debate. 


t G n e W 4m 
Alarnt within. Enter with drum and aber 5, Lear, Cordelia 
and ſoldiers over the ftage, and exeunt; 


E aer Edgar and Gloſter. 


Edg. Here, father, take the ſhadow of this & buſh 
For your good hoſt; pray that the right may — 
If ever I return to you again, 
PII bring you comfor t. 2 
Clo, Grace £9 with you, ae 1: - | [Exit Edgar. 
CAlamm, and retreat, within, 


Reiter Edgar, 


Exp. Away, old man; give me thy hand, away. 
King Lear hath loſt, he and his daughter 1 ta en. 
Give me thy hand; come on. 


Gh. No further, ſir; a man may rot even here. 
Edg. What in ill thoughts again? men muſt endure 


© The qu's read his for the. 

d The 2d q. reads extends. 

e H. reads they ne&er ſpall ſee, &c. 

f In the fo's and R. this is Scene II. 

8 So the qu's; the reſt tree for buſh. 

d $0 the qu's, and 1ſt and 24 to's; the reſt be for go, 


NOT sen N bg 


Their going hence, even as their 2 hither. 
' Pipeneſs is all. Come ou. ae 
ich. And that's true too. [Exeunt. 


2X; 8 C E N E V. 
Enter in conqueſt, with drum end as; Edmund: Lear and 
aa as Pro Onre : . 3 caßtain. 


Edn. Some alin take them away. Good guard, 
Vatil their greater pleaſures ? firſt ve known, ; 
That are to cenſure them. 

Cor. We're not the firſt, 

Who with beſt meaning have incurr'd the worſt. 
For thee, oppreſſed king, * am I caſt down; 

Myſelf could elſe out-frown falſe fortune's frown,—— 
Shall we not ſee theſe daughters and theſe ſiſters? 

Lear. N o, no, no, no! come, let's away to priſon 3 

we two alone will ſing, like birds i'th' cage. 
When thou doſt aſk me bleſſing, Tl kneel down, 
And aſk of thee forgiveneſs, So we'll live, 
And pray, » and ſing, and tell old tales, and laugh | 
At gilded butterflies ; and hear poor rogues 
Talk of court-news, and well talk with them too, 
Who loſes and who wins ; who's in, who s out; 
And take upon's the myſtery of things, | 
As if we were God's ſpies, And we'll wear out, 
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1 This ſpeech is N in 1 

* This in the fo's and R. is Scene III. 
The qu's read beſt for firſt. 

* So the qu's, T. V. and F.; the reſt Tam. 
A In the qu's uo is but twice repeated. 
L The ad q. omits and # ng. 
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174 KING LEAR 


In a wall'd priſon, packs and. ſedts of great ones, 
That ebb and flow by th' moon. 
dm. Take them away. 
Lear. Upon ſuch ſacrifices, my Cordelia, 
The Gods themſelves throw incenſe. Have I caught thee? 
He that parts us, ſhall bring a brand from heaven, 
. And. fire us hence, like foxes. Wipe thine ? eyes, 
The a goujeres ſhall devour them, * fleſh and fell, 
Ere they ſhall make us weep; we'll ſee em ſtarve firſt. 
S LExeunt Lear and Cordelia guardel KO 
Edm. Come hither, captain, hark v. 
Take thou this note; go, follow them to _ 
w One ſtep I have advanc'd thee; if thou doſt 
As this inſtructs thee, thou doit make thy way 
To noble fortunes. Know thou this, that men 
Are as the time is; to be tender minded ; 
Does not become a ſword. Thy great employment 
Will not bear queſtion; either fay thow'lt do't, 
Or thrive by other means. 
Capt. I do t my ford. a 


y So the qu? 8 a rſt f.; the rh ce 

4 The qu's read good for goujeres; the fo's, R. and P. . years . 5 5 
| good-yers. 

i. e. fleſh and ſn. : The qu' 5 read feach and fell. 

s So the qu's; the reſt Aar v d. | | 

t The 2d q. omits come. 

u Here H. gives a direction for Edmund to hor x: but bow i is 1chis! 7 
he to whiſper his ſpeech? how then ſhall the audience hear it? Beſides, he 
| had no need to whiſper when none, but the captain to whom he ſpeaks, was 
within hearing. But I apprehend there were many ſoldiers remaining, who 
vere not to be truſted with the ſecret. 
The kſt q. reads and for ane. 


* 7. and H. read my for thy. See Heath i in loc. 


Fam. 


ACT v. 


BS * 


Edu. About it, and write happy, when wo done. 


Mark, I ſay, inſtantly; and carry it ſo, 
As I have ſet it dewn. 


y Capt. I cannot draw a cart, nor eat dryd oe, 


11 it be man 's work In dot. 1 | beer. 


8 Cc E N E VI. 


* 


Enter Albany, Gonerill, Regan, and ile 


Alb. Sir, you have 2 ſhew'd to day your valiant and, : 
And fortune led you well; you have the captives, 
Who were the oppoſites of this day's ſtrife : 
We do require b them of you, ſo to uſe them, N 
As we ſhall find their merits and our r ſafety | 
hs May equ: ally determine. 
Edm. © Sir, I thought it fit 
To ſend the old and miſerable king 
- T6 ſome retention, © and appointed guard, 
Whoſe age has charms in it, whoſe title more, 
To pluck the common 8 boſom h on his fide; 
And turn our irren lances i in our eye 


7 All but the _ omit this teach: 5 

2 The 2d q. reads ſhewne. . 

20s the qu's, T. V. and J.; the reſt J for we. 

d The qu's and P. read then for them. 

P. and H. omit ſir and it. 

4 The iſt q. reads ſave for ſend. 

© The iſt q. the fo's, and R. omit and appointed guard. 
f The rſt q. reads coren for common. 


: The 1ſt q. reads boſſom; ad q __ P. and all after 2 3 
; The 0 s read of for on. 
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The queſtion of Cordelia and her Father, 
Requires a fitter place. 


9 hold you but a n of this war, 
Not as a brother. 


 Methinks, our pleaſure n might have been demanded, 
Ere you had ſpoke fo far. He led our powers; 
Bore the commiſſion of my place and per ſon ; 5 
The which o immediacy may well ſtand up, 


In bis own grace he doth exalt himſelf, 
More than in your “ advancement. 


By x me inveſted, he compeers the belt. 


Gems neceſlary, or how can we account for the next ſpeech of Albany. 


Which do command thern, With him I ſent the queen; 2 
My reaſon all the ſame; and they are ready 
To-morrow, or at i a further ſpace, to appear 

Where k we fhall hold & our ſeſſion. 1 At this time, 

We fweat and bleed; the friend hath loft his friend; 

And the beſt quarrels, in the heat, are ? curſt 

By thoſe that feel their ® ſbarpneſs.——= 


Alb. Sir, by your patience, - 


Reg. That's as we liſt to grace him. 


And call itſelf your brother, 
Con. Not ſo hot; 


Reg. In my 4 right, 


1 All dnt the 20 q. omit a. 
x All editions but H. read you and your for we and eur; but H.'s readi ing 


What is in italic is omitted in the fo's, R. P. and H. 
n The iſt q. reads ſharpes for ſnarpneſs. 

n The - 's read ' ſhould for might. 

o Thequ's, P. and H. read immediate, 

P The fo's and R. read addition for advancement. | 

* The fo's and . read rights. 


| #16. That were the moſt if he ſhould huſband you 
Reg. Jeſters do oft prove prophets. 

Con. Holla; holla! 

That eye that told you ſo look d but a- ſquint. 
Reg. Lady, I am not well, elſe I ſhould anſwet 
From a full: flowing ſtomach. General, 

Take thou my ſoldiers, priſoners, patrimony, 

r Diſpoſe of them, of me; thy will is mine: 
Witneſs the world, that 1 create thee here 

My lord and maſter. $5 

Gon. Mean you to enjoy Pim? | 

Alb. The let alone lies not in Jour good will, 
Edn. Nor in thine, lord. | 


Alb, Half-blooded fellow, yes. . 

: Reg. Let the drum ſtrike; and ptove my title thine, 
o Edmund: they Mer to go outs 
Alb. Stay yet; hear reaſon, Edmund, I arreſt then 
On capital treaſon ; and! in“ thine attaint, [Pointing te 
| ar 
This gilded ding Per your * fair x ſiſter; 

17 bar it in the intereſt of my wife; 


r This line is not in the qu * 
® The 1ſt f. reads the walls are thine; the other fo's TT the reſt the walls 


able to the context and to the traces of the letters in the 1ſt f. ſeems to be 
this, thy will is mine: V. ſays, the walls are thine, is a metaphorical expreſ- 

ſion taken from the camp, and ſignifying, to ſurrender at diſcretiun. 

t Thequ's and P. give this ſpeech td Edmund, and inſtead of the laſt word 

thine read good, 

u This direction is H.'s. 

" $ the qu's; the reſt thy arreſt. 

2 The fo's read ſi ers. 

7 The qu's and fo's read bare, 
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1 "Tis ſhe is ſub- contratted to z * this lard; 
E And I, her huſband, contradict your banes. 
4 If you will marry, make your Þ love to me, 
My lady is beſpoke. 
| pe, c Con. An enterlude !—— 
| Alb. Thou art arm'd, Gl fer: » 1 let the trumpet "ry 
If none appear to prove upon thy © head 
Thy heinous, manifeſt, and many treaſons, 
There is my pledge, I'll * prove it on thy heart 
Ere I taſte bread, thou art in nothing leſs, 
| | _____ Fhan I have here pat thee. 
| : Keg. Sick, O ſick — 
Con. If not I'll ne'er truſt © "poiſon. 
Edm. There's my exchange. What in the world be is, 
That calls me traitor, villain- like, he lies. 
Call by h thy trumpet : : he that dares approach, 
On him, on you, ( who not?) [ will maintain 
_ My truth and honour firmly. 55 
5 Alb. A herald, ho! _ 
* Edm. A herald ho, a herald ! 
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2 The 2d q. reads her for this. 
2 The qu's read the for your. 
b so the qu's; and right ; for i it is ; ſpoken t to Regan only : :; the reſt real 
loves. 5 
— This ſpeech is omitted! in the qu's. 
_ 4 The qu's omit let the trumpet ſound. 
e So thequ's; the reſt perſon for head. 
f The fo's and R. read make for prove. 
8 The fo's, R. and J. read medicine for poiſon. 
h So thequ's, T. V. and J., the reſt the for thy. 
1 H. reads whom not ? 
K This ſpecch is omitted by all but the 4 7 


4er v. SCENE Wi. - wo 


Enter 4 Herald. 


Fl Truſt to thy ſingle 1 virtue; ar thy oldiers, 

All levied in my name, have in my name 

Took their diſcharge. 

Reg. This ſickneſs grows upon me. 5 

Alb. She is not well ; convey her to 3 tent, [Exit Reg. 


0 8 8 E N E VII. 


Come hither, herald, Let the rumpet { wound, 
ane read out. this. 


® Cap. Sound trumpet. : [4 trumbe funds. 
H erald reads, 


It any man of quality or degree, within the liſts of the 
army, will maintain upon Edmund ſuppoſed earl of Glofeer, 
that he is a manifold traitor, let him appear o at the third 
ſound of the trumpet. He is bold i in his defence. - 
„ fllt trumpets. 
Sd EE © 
Again. e TY OY . --.- by cn 
7 r [Trumpet anfwers him within, 


0 The | two laſt fo's, R: P. and H. read virtues. 

m This ſpeech of the Captain is omitted by all but the qu's. 

n The qu's read in the hoaſt of the army, . 

So the qu's; the reſt. by for at. 

p All but the qu's omit /onnd; and they give it to FR Baſtard; but this 


ſeems to be a miſtake, for I ſuppoſe it was the Herald's buſineſs to bid the 
trumpet — 


4 The qu's have again but once, and this is alſo given to the . 
T This direction i is omitted in the qu's, 
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$ Enter Edgar, armed, with a erumpet befere him. 


Alb. Aſk him his purpoſes, why he appears; 
Upon this call o'th* trumper. 

Her. What are you? 
Your name and quality, and why you anſwer 
This preſent ſummons ? 
Edg. O know my name is loſt, 


By treaſon” s tooth bare-gnawn, and canker- bit; i = 
Jet am I noble v as the adverſary 


I come to cope withal. 

Aub. Which is that adverſary | # 
Ede. What's he that ſpeaks for Edmund earl of Gl: fer? 
Edm. Himſelf : what ſay ſt thou to him ? ? 

_ Edp. Draw thy ſword, 

That if my ſpeech offend a noble heart, 

Thy arm may do thee juſtice ; here is mine ; 

„ Behold, it is the privilege of mine 2 honours *, . 

My oath and my profeſſion. I proteſt, 

8 SR Maugre 


The qu: 8 Poe Enter F. 1 at the third found, a trumpet beſos bm. 
'The fo's and the reſt Enter Edgar, armed. 

t So thequ's; the reſt omit O. 

The 2d q. emits yet am J noble; for which the uſt q. reads, ay are J 


_ V Thequ's read where is the adverſary, Cc. 
* So the qu's; the reſt omit wit hal. 
The fo s, R. P. and F. read behold, it is my privilege the privilege of 

mine honours, Cc. 
2 The qu's read tongue for honours, 
2 The charge he is here going to bring againſt the Baſtard, he calls the 
privilege, &c. to underſtand which phraſeology, we muſt conſider the old 
rites of knighthood are here alluded to ; whoſe oath and profeſſion required 


him to diſcover all treaſons, and whoſe privilege was to have his challenge 
a | accepted, 


Maugre thy b ſtrength, youth, place, and eminence, 
© Deſpight thy victor- ſword, and fire-new d fortune, 
Thy valour, and thy heart, thou art a traitor; 

Falſe to thy Gods, thy brother, and thy father, 

e Conſpirant *gainſt this high illuſtrious prince, 
And from th' extremeſt upward of thy head, 
To the deſcent and duſt f beneath thy feet, 

A moſt toad-ſpotted traitor. Say thou, no; : 
This ſword, this arm, and my beſt ſpirits 8 are bent 5 
'Tox prove upon thy heart whereto I "_. | 
Thou lieſt. 

Edm. In wiſdom 1 ſhould aſl thy name, 


But ſince thy out · ſide looks ſo fair and warlike, 
And that thy tongue fome i ſay of breeding breathes ; ; 


diſguiſed, to tell the Baſtard he was a knight, I. 


in the common way, merely as my defence, but as a privilege, granted at 
the traitor. . For by the words here is mine, he cannot well refer to my ſpeech 


the grammar would have requir'd to be here it is, and not here is mine. 
d So the qu's; the reſt ſtrength, place, youth, &c. ns 


ite of. 

4 Thequ's read fartun'd. 

© Thequ's read conſpicuate. 

f So the qu's ; the reſt below thy foot, 

& For are the iſt q. reads as; the 2d 15. 2 

h The qu's read being for tongue. 15 

i Say for efay, ſome ſhew or probability, P. But perhaps fey may hers 
be the verb changed into a noun, and may ſignify diſcourſe. / 

The {0's read and fin Ince thy tongue (ſome ſay ) of breeding breathes. 


M3 What 


— Bn 


ani, or r otherwiſe to have his charge taken pro confe * For if one who 5 
was no knight accuſed another who was, that other was under no obligation 
to accept the challenge. On this account it was neceſſary, as W 0 me | 


But I ſhould rather think pri rvilege refers to his ford; he ſays, Draw thy | 
ſword, &c. here is mine, it is the privilege, &c. i. e. I don't wear my ſword 


my being knighted, for the vindicating betrayed innocence, and puniſhing 


in the foregoing line: had he intended to refer to his following ſpeech, then 


© $0 the qu's and R.; the fo's read deſpiſe for deſpight ; P. and the reſt 
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k What ſafe and nicely I might well delay 

By! rule of knighthood, I diſdain and ſpurn. 

m Back do I toſs n theſe treaſons to thy head, 

With the » hell- hated lye ? o'erwhelm thy heart; 
Which (for they yet glance by, and ſcarcely bruiſe) | 
This ſword of mine ſhall give them inſtant way, 
uy” x they ſhall reſt for ever. Trumpets, ſpeak. 

EL [Alarm. Figbt. Edmund falls. 

Gon. C Save him, fave him; this is * mere practice, Gls'fep, 
By th' law of u arms, thou v waſt not bound to * anſwer 

An unknown oppoſite; thou art not vanquiſh'd, | 

But cozen'd and beguil'd. | 

Alb. Shut your mouth, dame, 

Or with this paper ſhall 15 * it- 

Con. a Hold, fir— 


C3 1 he qu s omit this 8 

1 The qu's have right for rule. 

m This line is omitted in the 2d 9. the 1ſt reads heer for back, 

* The 1ſt q. reads thoſe for theſe. 
o» The qu's read hell-hatedly. 
p The qu's read oreturn'd for o'erwhelm. 

9 H. reads to which (for they yet glance by, ſearcely bruifi, ing). 

T. V. and J. read thou ſhalt reſt. 

s So all before T. who reads C ſave him, Sc. followed by ww and F. 
H. reads ſave him, 0 fave him, c. Save him, ſave him, is made Albany 8 
ſpeech by all before T. who puts it to Conerill's; j followed * all after : 
But 7. 

t All but the qu 's omit mere. 

u So the qu's; the reſt war for arms. 

The qu's read art for waſt. | 

* The 2d q. reads offer for anſwer. : 

The qu's read ſtop for ut. 

1 The ft q. reads ſtople. 

2 The fo's, R. and J. read hold, I ir, after flop i it, making i it a part of 
Albany 8 ſpeech; but this ſeems to be a miſtake; for if it be read at all, it 
ſhould be Gonerill's pech. All the reſt omit it. 


4b 


ACT V. SCENE vm. 05 


Alb. T hou worſe than any > name, read thine own evil. 
c Nay, no tearing, lady; I perceive you know it d. | 
Con. Say, if I do; the laws are mine, not thine; 

Who e ſhall arraign me for't? 

Alb. f Monſter, know'ſt thou this paper? p 

Con. Aſk me not what I know—— [Exit Gonerill. 
Alb. Go after her. She's deſperate ; govern her. 


8 E EL N E 15 WII. 


And more, much more; the time will bring It out. . 
'Tis paſt, and ſo am I. But what art thou, 
That haſt this fortune on me? b If thou” rt noble, 

I do forgive thee. 

Edg. Let us exchange charity. 

I am not leſs 1 in blood than thou art, Edmund; 

If more, the more thou haſt wrong'd me. 

My name is Edgar, and thy father's ſon. 

The Gods are juſt, and of our pleaſant i vices 


b So the fo's, R. and J. the reſt thing for name. 
e So the qu's; all the reſt omit nay. 
-. 0: Here F, puts this direction, gives the letter to Edmund. But why ſo? 


thou this paper? which ſhews the paper to be then! in Albany s hand. 
© 80 thequ's; the reft can for fall, - 

#86 the 50 q.; the 1ſt moſt monſtrous know®ſt thou this paper? The fo s 

and R. moſt monſtrous! O, know'ſt thou this paper? the reſt follow the 2d * 

8 So all before T. who alters have I to I have; followed . the reſt. 

h The qu's read if thou bee'ſt noble. 

+ The qu's read verjues for vices. | 


M4 Make 


Edu. What you have charg' d me with, that E have ] done, : 


3 * A. 
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Does it not appear that he had given it to Gonerill, for he bids her read, and 
not tear it: : and afterwards having taken it from her, ſays, Monſter, know * 


i K IN G LEAR 


& 
Make inüruments to * ſcourge us: 


The dark and vicious place, where thee he got, 
Coſt him his eyes. 
Edm. | Thou haſt ſpoken right, A 
The wheel is come full m circle; I am here. 
Alb, Methou ght thy very gait did propheſy . 425 0 Edoar. 
A royal nobleneſs. 1 muſt embrace thee: 
Let ſorrow ſplit my heart, n if ever * 
Did hate thee or thy father! 
Edg. Worthy prince, 1 know't. 
Alb, Where have you hid yourſelf? 

How have you known the miſeries of your father? 
Esadg. By nurſing them, my lord. Liſt a brief tale, 
And when 'tis told, O that my heart would burſt ! 

The bloody proclamation to eſcape 
That follow'd me ſo near (O our lives ſweetneſs ! 
That v with the pain of death, 9 we'd hourly * die, 
Rather than die at once 9 taught me to ſhift 
Into a madman' s rags, t aſſume a ſemblance 
That very dogs diſdain'd; and in this habit 
Met I my father with his bleeding rings, 
Their precious * ſtones x new loſt; became his guide, 


* So the qu's, I. and J.; the reſt plague for ſeeurgez H. reads plagite 
ane primgſh ug, to complete the verſe. 
The qu's read thou haſt ſpoken truth, the wheel, Ge 


in The qu's read circl, "RF 

n The qu's read if I did ever hate, . 
„ H, reads I know it well. 

9 80 the qu's; all the reſt we for with. 


qQ Al editions read would for we'd: but this ſeems to be a neceſſary en emen; 
dation, if we read with for we, with the qu's. 


r All before P. who alters die to bear; followed by the 2 
s 80 all before P. who alters that to the; followed by the reſt. 
* $9 all hefore P. who alters ſtones to gems; followed by the reſt. 


Led 


; Led him, begg'd for him, fav'd him from deſpair z 
Never (* O fault 1) reveal'd myſelf unto him, 
Until ſome half hour paſt, when I was arm'd, 
Not ſure, thoygh hoping, of this good ſucceſs, 
J aſld his bleſſing, and from firſt to laſt 
Told him * my pilgrimage : but x his flaw'd heart, 
Alack, too weak the conflict to ſupport, 
*Twixt two extremes of paſſion, joy, and grief, 
Burſt ſmilingly. 8 
Edm. This ſpeech of yours hath mov'd me, 
And ſhall perchance do good; but 1 peak you on, 
You look as you had ſomething more to ſay. 
Alb. Tf there be more, more woful, hold it in, 
For I am almoſt ready to diſſolve, 
Hearing of this. 

Edg. This would have Send a period, 
To ſuch as love not forrow: but another 
| To amplify too much, would make much, more, 
And top extremity. _ 
Whilſt J was big in clamour, came there 2 ina man, 
Who having ſeen 1 me in my > worſt eſtate, 


u The qu's read (0 father.) 
W The fo's and R. read our for my. 
X The 4th f. reads this for bis. 
Y They remaining part © of this ſcene i is omitted 3 in all but the qu 6, 2. *. 
avd J. 
2 IV. reads OO 
This would have ſeem'd a period, But ſuch, — 
As love to amplify another's ſorrow, 125 
Jo much, would make much mare, and top extremity. 
See Heath in loc. 
2 So the qu's; the reſt omit in. 
v $9 the qu 's; tho reſt worſer ſtate, 
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Shunn'd wt abhorr'd ſociety ; but e then finding 
Who 'twas d that ſo endur'd, with his ſtrong arms 
He faſten'd on my neck ; and bellow'd out, 

As he'd burſt heaven; threw * him on my father; 
Told the moſt piteous tale of Lear and him 
That ever ear receiv d; which in recounting, 

His grief grew puiſſant, and the ſtrings of life 

Began to crack, Twice then the L trumpet ſounded, 

And there I left him tranc'd. 

Alb. But who was this „ woes 

Edo. Kent, ſir, the baniſh'd Kent, who! in diſguiſe 
Follow'd his enemy king, and did him ſervice : 
Improper Foy a ſlave, 5 


„ er ray"; 


VVV 
h E nter 4 Gentleman, with a bloody 15 | 


"Git: Hein thats; 10 belp 1 
1 k Alb. What kind of help? 1 ſpeak, man. 
1 What means ® that bloody knife ? 


4244 LOI — — 


© $0 the qu's; the reſt now for then. 
d so the qu's; the reſt had for that, 
e The qu's read me for him. 
F Theadgq, reads and told the Piteous tale, SE. 
E All but F: read trumpets. 
h The qu's read enter one with a Bloody e! ; the fo' s and al after an y 
enter a Gentleman, 
i So the fo's and R.; the reſt 1 0 kelp. 
* So the qu's ; all the reſt divide this ſpeech thus, 
Edg. What kind of help ? 
Alb, Speak, man. 
Edg. What means this bloody knife? 
The qu's omit ſpeak, man. 
n 80 the qu's; the reſt this for that. 


Cent) 
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Cent. Tis hot, it ſimoaks ; ol it t came even from the heart 
Of — 0 ſhe's dead. 8 

Alb. » Who dead? mk man, 

Cent. Your lady, fir, your lady ; and her ſiſter 
By her js v poiſoned; 9,ſhe rr hath confeſt it. 

Edm. 1 was contracted to them both: all three 
Now marry in an inſtant . 

Alb. Produce their bodies, be thay ate or dead, 
The juſtice of the heavens that makes us tremble, 
Touches us not with pity. 

Edg. Here comes Kent, fir. | 


n The qu's omit 0! he's dead. 


* 
p so the rſt q.; the reſt poiſon'd, 


so the qu's; the reſt ſhe confeſſes it. 

r The 2d 4: reads has for hath. 
s 80 the qu's : the fo's and the reſt read 
: — inſtant. bd 
| Bag. Here comes Kent, 


Enter Kent. 


Alb, Produce the bodies be they alive or . 
[Gonerill and Regan's bodies brought out. 


| The judgment af the heavens that makes us tremble, 
Touches us not with pity.— 


0! is this he? [the ad, 3d, and ath fo LY K, and P. He for be] the time will 


not allow 
The compliment which very manners urge. 5 
Kent. I am come 
70 bid my king and wur, aye good . 
Js be not here? 
Alb. Great thing of us forgot: [ 
Speak, Edmund, where's the King ? and where , Corti 4 
_ 8eeft thou this objett, Kent? 


Kent, Alack, why thus ? Ce. Cc. ; 


0 The ath f. and all after read who's for who; F fas qu's read who men, 


Enter 
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Enter Kent. 


Alb. t O, is this he? The time will not allow 
The compliment which very manners w —_— 


Kent, I am come to bid my king and maſter Cay good night, 
15 he not here? 


Alb. Great * thing of us forgot! 


Speak, Edmund, where's the King? and where” 8 Cordelia. , 
See'ſt thou this object, Kent? 


T [The bodies of Gonerill and Regan are brought in, 
Kent. Alack, why thus? 
Edm. Yet Edmund was belov'd : 
The one the other poifon'd for my 8 
And after ſlew herſelf, 
Alb. Even ſo. Cover their faces. 


Edm. 1 pant for life ; ſome good I mean to do, 
' Deſpight of mine own nature. Quickly ſend, 
* (Be brief—) into the caſtle; for my writ 
1 Is on the life of Lear and * Cordelia 3 
= ' Nay, ſend in time. 
| % Run, run, O run f— 


| Edg. To whom, my lord? Who has the office? Seng 
* token of reprieve, 
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The qu's nad 0 tis ze. 

u The qu's read that for which, | 
The qu's and three firſt fo's read urges. 

'X The ad q. reads things. | 


Here H. (who, with all but the qu's, brings in the bodies before) has 
this direction, Pointing to the dead bodies. 


2 The fo's and R. read (be brief in it) to th c Ae, Cc. 
2 After and, all but H. inſert on. 


b After ran, H. inſerts make haſte. 


ACT v. SCENE X ug 


Edm. Well thought on. Take my ſword, 

e The captain give it the captain. 
Edg. Haſte thee for thy life. [Exit Meſenger ; 
Edm. He hath commiſſion from thy wife and me 

To hang Cordelia in the priſon, and 

To lay the blame upon her own deſpair, 

4 That ſhe foredid herſelf. 

Abb. The Gods defend her Bear bim hence awhile. 


Lo is borne . 


SCENE * 


Enter Lear, with Cordelia dead in his arms. 


Lear. © Howl, how], how), how — . . you are men 
of 8 ſtone; 
Had [ your tongues and eyes, Td uſe them b, 
That heaven's vault ſhould crack. h O ſhe is gone for erer. 
E know when one is dead, and when one lives; 
She's dead as earth! Lend me a looking - glaſs, 


If that her breath will miſt i I and ſtain the ſtone, 
| Why then ſhe lives. 


Kent, 1s this the promis'd Ty I 


e do the 1ſt g.; the reſt omit the captain. 


«© So the 1ſt q. the fo's, R. and J.; the 15 P. and the reſt omit that 
ſhe foredid herſelf, 


© Thefo's and R, repeat howl but three times. 
f The rſt and ad fo's read your for Ju. 
8 All before P. read ſtones. 
n Sotheadq.; the reſt he gone for ever. 
i So the ad q.; the reſt er for end, 


Cordelia, Cordelia, ſtay a little, Ha!. 
What it thou ſay'ſt? Her voice was ever ſoft. 


50 * i NG :L E A K. 


k Edg. O image of true honour ! ! 

Alb. Fair and chaſte |! 

Lear. This feather ſtirs, ſhe lives; if it be ſo, 
It is a chance | that does redeem all „ Fa 
That ever I have felt. „ 

Kent, ® Ah! my good maſter, ee [Kneeling, 

Lear. Pr'ythee, away 8 88 

Edg. Tis noble Kent, your friend. 

Lear. A Plague upon you ® murd' rous tr aytors all! 1 
1 might have ſav'd her; now ſhe's gone for ever! 


Gentle, and low; an excellent thing in P women. 
1 kill'd the ſlave that was a hangin g thee. 

Gent. Tis true, my lords, he did. 

Lear. Did I not, fellow? 


” © I have ſeen the , with my good biting faulchion. 


k The qu' 8, fo s, R. and 17. 1 
' Edg. Or image of that horror. 
Alb. Fall and ceaſe. | 
P. not being able to amend theſe two ſpeeches, leaves them out, 4 the 


reſt of the editors after him (beſides J.): as they have done other paſſages. 
But this is undoubtedly a corruption of ſomething which Shakeſpeare wrote; 
and it had been but fair to print it, that every reader might try to reſtore 


the original an. Till a better emendation is | propemn; read as in the 


| text, 


Edo. O ima ge of true Honour! 
Alb. Fair and chaſte. 


Which i is a very natural exclamation on the murder of ſo amiable a creatures 


1 So the qu's; the reſt which for that. 

m The qu's read à for ah; the reſt O. 

n The fo's, R. P. and H. read murth fers, traytors, Cc. 

o The 2d q. omits ha! 

P So the qu's; the reſt woman. 

4 The 2d q- reads 1 ha ſeen the day, that with my biting falchion, &c. 


I would 


ACT V. SCENE X. 


| coal: have made ” them ſkip : I am old now, 
And theſe ſame croſſes ſpoil me. Who are you ? 
Mine eyes are none o'th' beſt, —P'll tell you ſtraight. 
Kent. If fortune brag of two ſhe lord " and . 
One of them * you behold. 
Lear. * This is a dull“ light. Are Z you not Kent ? 
Kent, The ſame ; your ſervant Kent. 3 
Where i is your ſervant Gaius? 
1 C »Twas a good fellow, I can tell you that, 
He'd ſtrike, and quickly too. He's dead and rotten. 
Kent. No, my good lord, I am the very man 
Lear. T'll ſee that ſtraight. on 
| Kent, That from your ® firſt of difference and decay, 
Have follow'd your ſad ſteps— 
Lear, You are welcome hither. 5 Wnt 
Kent. 8 * Nor no man elle. All 8 chearleſs, dark, and d deadly : 


YI The fo s and R. read bom for them. 
The 24, 3d, and 4th fo 8 omit not; the 2d 4. reads noue ; followed by 
the after-editors. 

© Thequ's read ad. 

u The qu's read or for and, 
Though all the editions read we behold; it is evident we ſhould read 

you be hold. | 

x Thequ's, P. T. H. and V. omit this f is a dull light. | 

Though all the cditions that bave this paſſage read fight for light ; * the 
context ſeems to require we ſhould read light. 

*The qu's read not you. 

2 All before T. read, 

He's a good fellow, T can tell you [the au- 8 omit you] that, 
He'll frike, and quickly tos: he's dead and rotten. 
b The qu's and P. read life for firſt. 


e P. reads tas for nor; followed by H. 
47. reads dead (as no edition beſore) followed by IF. and . 
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Your 
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F 
Your eldeſt daughters have © fore-done themſelves, : 
And deſperately are dead, 


Lear. * Ay, fol think. 


Ah. He knows not whit he 2 ſees; and vain F it i 
That we preſent us to him. 


Eadg. * bootleſs. 


wy Lo Dr tage En. Ht Wie A A 


1 FO, Enter @ Meſſenger: 


4 


= Meſ. Edmund | is dead, my lord. 
j x Alb. That's but a trifle k here. 
| | You lords and noble friends, know our intent; 
| . comfort to this great decay may come, 
Shall be applied. For us, we will reſign, 
During the life of this old Majeſty, 


To him our abſolute power; ® to you, your rights, C75 E 45 
With boot, and ſuch addition as your n honours 


Have more than merited. All friends ſhall taſte 
The wages of their virtue, and all foes | 


The cup of their deſervings. » O ſee, ſee 


Lear. And my poor fool is hang d. No, no, no life. 
Why ſhould a dog, a horde, a rat à have lis, 
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e The 1ſt g. reads 1 1 the 2d fare-doont d. 
The iſt q. reads ſo think Tto; the 24 ſo I think too. 


s so the qu's; all the reſt ſays for ſees, But the ſenſe is, he won't 


| Know us when he ſces us, therefore *tis in vain to preſent ourſelves to him. 
h So the qu's; the reſt is it. 


i The qu's read Enter Captaine, 

k P. T. H. and /. omit here. 

1 The qu's omit great. 

m All before P. read you to your rights. 
n The iſt q. reads honor. 

o H. gives O ſee, ſee, to Lear, 

p Thequ's have no but once. 

3 The iſt q. reads of for have, 


AGTY - s EN E KX. thr 


And ih no breath at all? 20 thou wilt come no more, 
s Never, never, never— [OE 
Pray you, undo this button. T hank you, ſir. 
Do you ſee this! 4 Look on her looR u her lips- 
Look there, look there w [ He dies. 
Edg. He faints; * my lord, my dS 5 et 
Kent. Break, heart, I pr 'ythee, break! | 
_ Edg. Look © up, my lord. PE 8 
Kent. Vex not his ghoſt. O let bim pes He hates him a, 
That would u pon the rack of this ? tough wor Id 
Stretch him out longer. )) 5 
Edg. © O he is gone indeed. ; - 
Kent. The wonder is he bath endur d 0 longs - 
He but uſurp'd his life. 
Alb. Bear them from hence; our preſent bufi neſs 
Is d general woe. Friends of my ſoul, you twain 


_..__:: [Fo Kent and Edgar. | 
| Rule | in this © realm, and the ' gord ſtate ſuſtain . 


r So the qu's; the reſt thou'It come no more, omitting O0. 
So the qu's; the reſt repeat never five times. 
The qu's conclude this r thank Jou, ſi r. O, o, o, o, o, omitting 
do you ſee. this, Cc. „„ 
I do the 1ſt f.; all after inſert on before ber tips. 
w This direction not in the qu's. 
* The 4th f. and all after have 21 lord but once. 
7 Thequ's give this ſpeech to Lear. 
2 The three laſt fo's, R. and P. read to for ups 
© The 2dgq. reads much after him, 


d so all before P. who alters tough to rough; followed by the eſt 
All but the qu's omit 0. 


d The qu' s inſert to after is. 
The qu's read kingdom for realm. 


The ad q. reads good for gor'd, the 1ſt 3 
* The play would end beſt here, 


N 
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Kent. I have a journey, Gr r, ſhortly to goz 
My maſter k calls, and I muſt not ſay, noi. x 


* Alb. The weight of this ſad time we muſt ober, 
Speak what we feel, not what we ought to ſay. 


l The oldeſt ® hath born moſt ; we that are young, 
Shall never ſee ſo much, nor live ſo long. 


8. Exeunt with a dead march, 


h so thequ's; the reſt calls me, I muſt not, Ec. 

i Here all but the qu's and H. make Kent die. But this direction is juſtly 
left out; for Kent only declines the ſhare in the government offered him by 
Albany, on account of his age: how unexpectedly and aukwardly would he 

die, after ſaying only, he had a journey ſhortly to go, 2 without . 
Jarewel, or diſcovering any ſymptoms of death. 
k The fo's and R. give this ſpeech to Edgar. 
1 The two laſt lines, as they ſtand, are lilly and falſe 3 ah are only in- 
ſerted that any one may alter them for the better if he can. H. has not 
made them z jot better by the following alteration, 
TPͤle oldeſt hath born moſt ; we that are young 
| Shall never ſee ſo much, live c'er jo long. 
m The qu's read have for bath. 
This direction is not in the qu's 6. / ” 


